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New Pentagon chief visits Afghanistan 

Shanahan makes his international debut amid push for peace with Taliban 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — At an extraordi¬ 
nary moment in Pentagon history, a former 
business executive with little political stat¬ 
ure and without military experience is mak¬ 
ing his international debut as the acting U.S. 
secretary of defense. 

After conferring Monday with Afghan 
leaders and American military commanders 
and diplomats in Kabul, Pat Shanahan was 
scheduled to attend a NATO defense minis¬ 
ters meeting in Brussels and an international 


■ Suspected ISIS recruiter, 
trio behind Kabul attack 
that killed 150 arrested 

Page 3 

security conference in Munich, Germany. It 
was Shanahan’s first-ever visit to Afghani¬ 
stan, where American troops have been at war 
for 17 years and the Trump administration is 
pushing for a peace deal with the Tahban. 
Shanahan’s performance on the global 


stage could influence whether President 
Donald Trump elevates the longtime Boe¬ 
ing executive from his uncertain status as 
interim Pentagon leader to be the adminis¬ 
tration’s nominee to replace Jim Mattis. The 
retired Marine general quit in late Decem¬ 
ber in protest of Trump’s policies. 

In his resignation letter, Mattis offered to 
stay on until after this week’s NATO meeting 
to ensure that the Pentagon’s interests were 
“properly articulated and protected.” But 
three days after Mattis gave Trump that letter, 
the president on Dec. 23 told Mattis to leave 
SEE SHANAHAN ON PAGE 3 


Acting Secretary of Defense Pat Shanahan, right, greets an commando during a trip to Camp Commando, A^tonistan, on Monday. 

Robert Burns/AP 




Courtesy of Michelle Norman 


Navy Capt. Cassidy Norman, left, 
his daughter, Marisa, 15, son. 
Chase, 9, and wife, Michelle, 
pose with Santa Claus in 2017. 

Military family 
in new fight 
for daughter's 
school needs 

By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — 
After winning a four-year battle. 
Navy Capt. Cassidy Norman and 
his wife, Michelle, thought they 
had finally cleared the path for 
their severely disabled daugh¬ 
ter to receive the educational 
opportunities she needs. 

They faced down withering 
pressure from the Virginia Beach 
School District as they fought to 
ensure that Marisa was in the best 
learning environment — a private 
school with smaller classrooms 
and more individual attention. 

Yet the district is once again 
suing to get Marisa Norman back 
into public school. 

Marisa has cerebral palsy; par¬ 
tial paralysis; neurodevelopmen- 
tal and neurological disorders; 
and hearing, vision and sensory 
processing difficulties, and she 
suffers from anxiety, attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder and 
other complications. But she is 
bright, and experts and the dis¬ 
trict agree that given the right set 
of tools, she is quite able to learn. 
SEE NEEDS ON PAGE 6 


See more on the Normans’ 
fight against the school system 

stripes.com/go/children 
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Fort Sill first to 
provide complete 
plant-based meal 



Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


The Army says the Guns and Rockets Dining Facility at Fort Sill, Okla., is the first facility in the service to 
offer soldiers a 100 percent plant-based entree at every meal. 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

The Guns and Rockets Dining 
Facility at Fort Sill, Okla., is set¬ 
ting a new standard for healthy 
food options by offering a 100 
percent plant-based entree dur¬ 
ing every meal. 

It’s the only dining facility in 
the Army providing options for 
soldiers who don’t eat meat, eggs 
or dairy. Chief Warrant Officer 2 
Jeremy Patterson, a food adviser 
for the 75th Artillery Brigade, 
told Stars and Stripes via tele¬ 
phone Friday. 

Patterson, who has been eat¬ 
ing a plant-based diet for years, 
pushed to update the menu after 
receiving a comment card in late 
2017 asking for more options at 
the dining facility. 

That request was based on re¬ 
ligion, but Patterson, who takes 
pride in his knowledge of nutri¬ 
tion, wanted to go farther and 
provide as many healthy options 
as possible to help the Army com¬ 
bat heart disease and obesity. 

“We began testing items in 
February 2018 and were fully 
operational with labeling and an 
option at every meal by July of 
2018,” he said. “Now, we sell out 
of the plant-based entree at every 
meal.” 

In addition to leaving the meat. 


dairy and eggs out of the main 
entree at every meal, Patterson 
said the cooks stopped adding 
butter or pork to other vegetable 
offerings. 

“We didn’t change the menu. 
We just substitute the meat with¬ 
in the dish,” he said. “Instead 
of chicken enchiladas on Taco 
Tuesday we use black beans, and 
instead of beef stir fry, we use 
tofu.” 

The cooks also created a 
“cheese” sauce using potatoes, 
carrots and nutritional yeast, a 
combination that tastes like Ched¬ 
dar that the cooks then ladle over 
broccoli. Patterson said the serv¬ 
ing line typically runs out of the 
sauce halfway through the lunch 
hour. 

“People try it and like it. People 
are talking about it,” he said. “We 
are not reinventing the wheel 
with recipes. We are just taking 
the recipe and substituting some 
ingredients.” 

Having 100 percent plant-based 
options during deployments 
would be a huge benefit, said 
Petty Officer Jacob Stephens, an 
aviation electronics technician 
with the Aircraft Intermediate 
Maintenance Department at Ma¬ 
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, 
Japan. 

“It means I wouldn’t have to 
carry an additional seabag full of 


food with me on deployments,” he 
said. “It would be great if I could 
get something other than salad.” 

It would not be hard to make a 
plant-based macaroni and cheese, 
or even swap out the beef burg¬ 
ers for plant-based Beyond Meat 
burgers, a brand that is popular 
in some U.S. restaurants, he said. 

Stephens and his wife are both 
vegan and, like Patterson, are 
part of a growing demographic 
within the U.S. military, whose 
population mirrors the civilian 
world. 

Plant-based diets have grown 
in popularity with the introduc¬ 
tion of brands like Beyond Meat, 
Impossible Foods Inc. — maker 
of the Impossible Burger — and 
others in the past 10 years. 


In a taste test of Beyond Meat 
burgers at Fort Sill in the fall, 
121 soldiers responded that they 
would prefer it over a beef patty, 
said Patterson. 

Social media groups like Vegan 
Army and MCAS Iwakuni Veg¬ 
ans and Vegetarians are gaining 
membership — and apparently 
changing the kinds of foods car¬ 
ried at commissaries. 

“We have a lot of support from 
[Fort Sill commander Mqj. Gen. 
Wilson Shoffner], who stood up on 
the news and said he was having 
his first plant-based Thanksgiv¬ 
ing meal,” Patterson said about 
the nontraditional options served 
by the facility for Thanksgiving 
last year. “He is showing soldiers 
that they don’t have to hide in a 


closet if they don’t want to eat 
meat.” 

Patterson said he would like to 
see other Army dining facilities 
take the lessons learned from Fort 
Sill and apply them worldwide, 
although he added that currently 
dining facilities are not required 
to serve a plant-based option un¬ 
less they receive a request from 
a soldier. 

“The whole military needs to 
get this right. We need to put [this 
food] out there and make it look 
awesome, and [soldiers] will ask 
for it again,” he said. “Pasta with 
nice grilled vegetables on it looks 
good and people are going to eat 
it.” 


bolinger.james(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


3 suspected in Afghan terrorist attacks arrested 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Three 
men suspected of being respon¬ 
sible for the deadliest terrorist 
attack in Kabul and another man 
accused of recruiting hundreds 
of Islamic State fighters were ar¬ 
rested Saturday, the national in¬ 
telligence agency said. 

Mohammad Sharif, Moham¬ 
mad Jawed and Ghulam Mustafa, 


members of the Taliban-affiliated 
Haqqani network, were described 
by the National Directorate of Se¬ 
curity as the masterminds behind 
the May 2017 attack outside Ka¬ 
bul’s Green Zone that killed 150 
people. 

A truck bomb was used in the 
attack, which destroyed the Ger¬ 
man Embassy and was felt at the 
nearby US. Embassy and NATO 
headquarters buildings. 

The trio was also behind a 


separate attack in November that 
killed five employees of a defense 
contracting company, the NDS 
said in a statement on Monday. 
In that attack, Taliban fight¬ 
ers, including a suicide bomber, 
stormed a compound on the out¬ 
skirts of Kabul used by British 
security company G4S, result¬ 
ing in an 11-hour battle with the 
police. More than 30 people were 
wounded. 

“NDS forces are trying their 


best to target terrorists wherever 
they are hiding,” the agency state¬ 
ment said. Intelligence officials 
declined to explain the specific 
roles each of the detained men 
played in organizing the assaults. 

In a separate incident Sat¬ 
urday, NDS special operations 
forces arrested Abu Obaidullah 
Mutawakil, a former university 
lecturer, for recruiting militants 
for the local ISIS affiliate. 

Mutawakil recruited hundreds 


of young people for the group, 
which in recent years has become 
one of Afghanistan’s most dan¬ 
gerous terrorist organizations, 
the agency said. 

Combating ISIS is at the core of 
the US. counterterrorism mission 
in the country. Those efforts are 
separate from NATO’s mission, 
which focuses solely on training 
and advising Afghans. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

weliman.phillip@stripes.com 



Robert Burns/AP 

Acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan, center, arrives in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Monday morning to 
consult with Army Gen. ^ott Miller, right, commander of U.S. and coalition forces, and senior A^han 
government leaders. 


Shanahan: Potential US troop pullout 
looms amid continued Taliban violence 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

the Cabinet on Dec. 31. The un¬ 
usually sudden transition came 
at sensitive junctures in Syria, 
where Trump has ordered a U.S. 
troop withdrawal, and Afghani¬ 
stan, where a potential troop pull¬ 
out looms amid continued Taliban 
violence. 

The status of U.S. forces in 
Iraq also has been put in ques¬ 
tion as Iraqi leaders responded 
with anger to Trump’s statement 
in early February that he would 
keep American troops in Iraq in 
order to watch neighboring Iran. 
Trump had earlier angered Iraqis 
by saying he would use Iraq as a 
base to strike Islamic State targets 
inside Syria. 

It is extraordinary for the Penta¬ 
gon to be run by an interim leader 
and even rarer that the leader is a 
career defense industry executive. 
Shanahan is only the third person 
to serve as acting defense secre¬ 
tary and the first in 30 years. 

The last was William H. Taft, 
who served for two months in 
1989 after President George H.W. 
Bush’s first choice to be defense 
secretary, John Tower, became 
mired in controversy and ulti¬ 
mately failed to be confirmed by 


the Senate. Dick Cheney, the fu¬ 
ture vice president under Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush, then was 
nominated and confirmed. 

Shanahan is the first to under¬ 
take an international trip while 
serving as acting secretary, ac¬ 
cording to Pentagon spokesman 
Chris Sherwood. 

No one has been nominated 
to succeed Mattis, nor has any¬ 
one been nominated to succeed 
Shanahan in his previous role as 
deputy defense secretary. The 
Pentagon’s budget chief, David 
L. Norquist, has been “perform¬ 
ing the duties” of the deputy sec¬ 
retary since Jan. 1. 

Presidents typically take pains 
to ensure the Pentagon is being 
run by a Senate-confirmed of¬ 
ficial, given the grave responsi¬ 
bilities that include sending young 
Americans into battle, ensuring 
the mihtary is ready for extreme 
emergencies like nuclear war and 
managing overseas alliances that 
are central to U.S. security. 

Trump, however, seems in no 
hurry to end Shanahan’s Umbo 
status. 

“I like acting,” the president 
said Jan. 6. “It gives me more 
flexibihty.” 

He did not explain what he 


meant, but the implication was 
that he can keep Shanahan on a 
string and not immediately seek 
the advice and consent of the Sen¬ 
ate. Mattis sought a certain inde¬ 
pendence from the White House, 
which seemed to irritate Trump. 

Shanahan told reporters on Jan. 
29 he isn’t thinking about how long 
he might keep his “acting” status, 
jokingly adding that his mother 
each morning sends him a “pray” 
emoticon. 

Trump has publicly praised 
Shanahan several times, suggest¬ 
ing he favors keeping him on. 

“Patrick has a long list of accom¬ 
plishments” during his tenure as 
deputy defense secretary. Trump 
tweeted on Dec. 23. Mattis’ resig¬ 
nation from three days earlier had 
implicitly criticized Trump’s un- 
wilhngness to stand up to Russia 
and his inclination to disrespect 
America’s longtime allies. 

“We have a wonderful man in 
there now,” Trump said on Dec. 
25 during a visit to Iraq when a 
reporter asked if he had a time- 
hne for nominating someone to 
succeed Mattis. Trump praised 
Shanahan profusely, noting his 
reputation at Boeing for manag¬ 
ing costs and rescuing a troubled 
Dreamliner 787 program. 


Cornered ISIS forces slow 
advancing Kurdish fighters 


By Bassem Mroue 

AND ZeINA KaRAM 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Islamic State mili¬ 
tants cornered in their last foot¬ 
hold in eastern Syria fought back 
with suicide car bombs, snipers 
and booby traps Monday, slowing 
Kurdish fighters advancing under 
the cover of U.S.-led coalition air- 
strikes, Kurdish news agencies 
and a Syrian war monitor said. 

An Italian photographer was 
wounded in the clashes between 
the U.S.-backed Syrian Democrat¬ 
ic Forces and the militants holed 
up in the village of Baghouz, near 
the border with Iraq, an Italian 
news agency said. 

No one knows exactly how many 
ISIS fighters are still holding out in 
the sliver of territory under attack, 
although they are estimated to be 
in the hundreds, most of them for¬ 
eign fighters. It is also unclear if 
civilians are still inside, caught 
under heavy bombardment. 

The SDF on Saturday launched 
its final push to clear the area from 
ISIS after months of fighting that 
saw 20,000 civilians fleeing just 
in the past few weeks. The num¬ 
bers have overwhelmed Kurdish- 
run camps in northeastern Syria, 
where humanitarian conditions 
are already dire amid a cold win¬ 
ter and meager resources. 

The capture of the ISIS-held vil¬ 
lage of Baghouz and nearby areas 
would mark the end of a devastat¬ 
ing, four-year global war to end 
the ISIS extremists’ territorial 
hold over large parts of Syria and 
Iraq, where the group established 
its self-proclaimed “caliphate” in 
2014. That, in turn, would open the 
way for President Donald Trump 
to begin withdrawing U.S. troops 
from northern Syria as he has 
promised to do once ISIS has been 
defeated. 

“The U.S. will soon control 100% 
of ISIS territory in Syria,” Trump 
tweeted Sunday. He has said re¬ 
peatedly that he doesn’t want the 
U.S. to be the world’s policeman 
and that he intends to bring the 
2,000 U.S. troops home. 

U.S. officials and Trump’s own 
military advisers, however, have 
warned that losing its territorial 
hold does not mean that ISIS is 
defeated, warning that the group 
could stage a comeback in Syria 
within six months to a year if the 
military and counterterrorism 
pressure on it is eased. Gen. Jo¬ 
seph Votel, the commander of U.S. 


This 

(American) 
puiiout wiii 
leave a huge 


forces in the Middle East, estimat¬ 
ed there are between 1,000 and 
1,500 ISIS fighters in the small 
area they still control, but he said 
others have “dispersed” and “gone 
to ground.” 

In recent weeks, U.S. officials 
have said ISIS has lost 99.5 percent 
of its territory and is holding on to 
under 2 square miles, where most 
of the fighters are concentrated in 
Syria. But activists and residents 
say ISIS still has sleeper cells in 
Syria and Iraq and is laying the 
groundwork for an insurgency. 

Assad Bechara, a Lebanese po¬ 
litical analyst, said ISIS is an ide¬ 
ology, not just a military structure, 
and it cannot be defeated simply 
by reclaiming territory from the 
group. 

“This (American) pullout will 
leave a huge vacuum despite the 
allega¬ 
tions of 
defeating 
the last 
pockets of 
ISIS. This 
vacuum 
will in¬ 
vacuum crease the 

despite the “““and 
allegations of regional 
defeating the 
last pockets and influ- 
of ISIS. ' ence in 
Syria, 

Assad Bechara he said, 
Lebanese political which in 
analyst turn may 
make it 
easier for 

the mihtant group to return. 

It is not clear how long the final 
push to free Baghouz from ISIS 
will take. Trump said last week he 
had been told that the full territo¬ 
rial conquest to defeat ISIS could 
be completed in the coming week. 

But progress appears to be 
slower than what SDF officials had 
initially estimated. The Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights said 
the SDF was moving slowly due to 
land mines and sniper fire, as well 
as the extremists’ use of tunnels 
and suicide car bombs. ISIS also is 
using civilians as human shields, 
the Observatory said. 

On Monday, the Observatory 
said 13 ISIS militants, including 
five suicide attackers, were killed, 
along with six SDF fighters. The 
Kurdish Hawar news agency 
also reported heavy fighting in 
Baghouz. 
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Stabbing may be linked to Landstuhl burglary 


^The apartment owner fought back against one of the 
offenders with a knife and injured him. f 

local police statement 


By John Vandiver 
AND Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — An 
American Army civilian living near Kai¬ 
serslautern, Germany, used a knife to fight 
back late Sunday against a group of bur¬ 
glars, stabbing and possibly killing one 
of the suspects during the confrontation, 
local police said. 

Police said four suspects attempted to 
force their way into the American’s home 
in Landstuhl, a community with a large 
US. military population. 

“The apartment owner fought back 
against one of the offenders with a knife 
and injured him,” a statement said. The 


burglars, including the injured man, fled 
the scene, it said. 

A short time later, a 43-year-old injured 
man was found lying on a street in the 
nearby village of Krickenbach, the state¬ 
ment said. He later died at the scene. 

Police said they are now investigating 
whether the man was one of the burglars 
who was injured in the confrontation. 

“A special commission has been set up 


to investigate the link between the two in¬ 
cidents,” police said. 

The American is a civilian employee at 
Regional Health Command Europe head¬ 
quarters in Sembach, Army officials said. 

Bernhard Christian Erfort, a police 
spokesman in Kaiserslautern, said the 
American was 41 years old. Due to the 
ongoing investigation, he declined to com¬ 
ment on whether the American was injured 


in the confrontation or how many people 
lived in the home. 

The Army’s medical command in Eu¬ 
rope said Monday it would cooperate with 
the investigation but had no other details. 

In 2016, U.S. military and German offi¬ 
cials warned local residents to keep their 
homes secured after a string of break-ins 
in villages around Kaiserslautern. How¬ 
ever, Erfort said there has not been any re¬ 
cent increase in burglaries in Landstuhl. 

The greater Kaiserslautern area is home 
to about 50,000 Americans with military 
ties. 

kloeckner.marcusdistripes.com 
vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @John_vandiver 
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Ospreys land in Vietnam 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
Air Force CV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor 
aircraft landed in Vietnam for the 
first time ever last week on their 
way to military drills in Thailand, 
a spokeswoman for the 353rd Spe¬ 
cial Operations Group confirmed 
Friday. 

The visit was flagged by a 
photograph of four of the heli¬ 
copter-plane hybrids at Danang 
International Airport posted on 
social media Thursday. 

The Ospreys in the photograph 
are stationed at Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, but belong to the Okinawa- 
based 353rd, spokeswoman 1st Lt. 
Renee Douglas said in an email. 

“The CV-22s conducted a pre¬ 
planned refueling stop at Danang 
International Airport for approxi¬ 
mately an hour,” she said. “They 
were flying to Thailand to par¬ 
ticipate in the upcoming Cobra 
Gold 19 international training 
exercise.” 

Relations between the United 
States and Vietnam have warmed 
considerably since the nations 
fought a bloody war that ended 
with the withdrawal of American 


troops in 1973 and victory by com¬ 
munist forces over South Vietnam 
in 1975. 

The U.S. normalized relations 
with Vietnam in 1995 and lifted 
an arms embargo in 2016. Last 
March, the USS Carl Vinson 
made a port call there, the first 
in that country by a U.S. carrier 
since the Vietnam War ended 
four decades ago. 

Danang, which was a mqjor U.S. 
military base during the war, is 
now Vietnam’s third-largest city. 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced during his State of the 
Union address last week that he 
will meet with North Korean lead¬ 
er Kim Jong Un in Hanoi, Viet¬ 
nam, Feb. 27-28. 

Danang is a regular fuel stop 
for U.S. mihtary aircraft transit¬ 
ing the region, but this was the 
first time the CV-22s had been to 
Vietnam, Douglas said. 

Cobra Gold, which involves 
nearly 4,000 U.S. troops training 
ashore and afloat in Thailand, 
began Jan. 20 and runs until Feb. 
23, she said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Okinawa-based Marine given 6 months in 
military prison for solicitation, child porn 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 

— An enlisted Marine was sen¬ 
tenced to six months in a military 
prison Feb. 1 on solicitation and 
child pornography charges. 

Lance Cpl. Vincent Taman Jr. 

— a member of the 3rd Marine 
Division’s now-deactivated com¬ 
bat assault battalion — was found 
guilty at a general court-mar¬ 
tial of soliciting and receiving 
visual imagery of a 16-year-old 
engaged in sexually explicit con¬ 
duct, according to 3rd Marine 


Division spokesman Capt. Ge¬ 
rard Farao. The images were sent 
and streamed via mobile phone 
applications. 

The conduct occurred on Oki¬ 
nawa between Dec. 1, 2016, and 
Feb. 28, 2017, according to a copy 
of the charge sheet. 

Taman, 22, of El Paso, Texas, 
was charged on Aug. 6, Farao 
said. He pleaded not guilty dur¬ 
ing a five-day court-martial but 
was convicted of both charges by 
a jury. 

Taman’s sentence also includes 
a letter of reprimand, a bad con¬ 


duct discharge and lifetime reg¬ 
istration as a sex offender. He will 
be reduced in rank to E-1, and 
his pay could be automatically 
forfeited. 

He was being held in the Camp 
Hansen brig as of Monday. 

“These violations of the Uni¬ 
form Code of Military Justice do 
not reflect the Marine Corps val¬ 
ues of honor, courage and commit¬ 
ment and are not in keeping with 
the high standards of conduct to 
which we hold all our Marines,” 
Farao said in a statement. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


US sues Lockheed over alleged kickback plot 


By Aaron Gregg 

The Washington Post 

The United States is suing 
Bethesda, Md.-based defense 
giant Lockheed Martin in con¬ 
nection with an alleged fraudu¬ 
lent kickback scheme related to a 
$232 milhon support contract for 
nuclear waste cleanup, the Justice 
Department announced Friday. 

Federal attorneys accused 
Lockheed of paying more than 
$1 million to executives from 
Mission Support Alliance, a joint 
venture that it partially owned, in 
exchange for “improper favorable 
treatment” when MSA awarded 
the $232 million subcontract for 
management and technology ser¬ 
vices given to another Lockheed 
Martin subsidiary, bypassing 
open competition to give the com¬ 
pany inflated rates. 

The defendants are accused of 
lying to the Department of En¬ 
ergy to cover up how much profit 
Lockheed would receive from that 
work, which took place from 2010 
to 2016. One of those executives, 
Jorge Francisco Armijo, later left 
MSA and became a vice president 
at Lockheed. 

Spokespeople for Mission Sup¬ 
port Alliance said the company 
disagrees with the allegations 
and they emphasized the firm’s 
commitment to “integrity and 
compliance at all levels of the 
company.” 


“We disagree with the allega¬ 
tions made by the Department of 
Justice that MSA or its employees 
engaged 
in any 
wrong¬ 
doing,” 
an MSA 
spokes¬ 
woman 
said in 
an email. 
“We look 
forward 


We disagree 
with the 
aiiegations 
made by the 
Department 
of Justice 

that [Mission to pre- 
SuDDort 

Aiiiance] or defense 
its empioyees *is 

. matter 

engaged ^nd, as 

j| in any always, 

-wrongdoing.^ 

MSA our team 
spokeswoman of em¬ 
ployees 
who per¬ 
form extraordinary work support¬ 
ing the Hanford mission.” 

Lockheed Martin also disputed 
the charges. 

“Lockheed Martin categorically 
denies the allegations made by the 
Department of Justice and rejects 
the suggestion that the Corpora¬ 
tion or Frank Armijo engaged in 
any wrongdoing. Lockheed Mar¬ 
tin will defend this matter vigor¬ 


ously,” a company spokeswoman 
said in an email. 

The federal lawsuit is the latest 
accusation of contractor malfea¬ 
sance to emerge from the Hanford 
site, a decommissioned plutonium 
production plant in rural south¬ 
ern Washington where companies 
handling the decadeslong nuclear 
decontamination work have been 
continually accused of misusing 
taxpayer money. 

The site was set up in 1943 to 
produce plutonium for U.S. nu¬ 
clear bombs, including one that 
was dropped on Japan at the end 
of World War II, according to a 
government website describing 
its history. The 586-square-mile 
site became home to a 50,000- 
person workforce that maintained 
nuclear reactors and processing 
facilities. 

For more than 40 years and 
through the height of the Cold 
War, Hanford was a critical piece 
of the U.S. nuclear arsenal. The 
last reactor at Hanford was de¬ 
commissioned in 1987, however, 
and the Department of Energy is 
now tasked with cleaning up what 
some experts have called “the 
most toxic place in America.” 

Two companies working on a 
separate contract — Bechtel Na¬ 
tional and AECOM — had earher 
paid $125 million to settle allega¬ 
tions that they had fallen short on 
quality standards and lied to the 
government about it. 
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Norway: GPS jamming during NATO drills a concern 


Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
— The Norwegian Intelligence 
Service says GPS signal disrup¬ 
tion as seen during m^or NATO 
drills in Norway last year “is of 
particular concern” for the mili¬ 
tary and “is also a threat to civil 
aviation in peacetime.” 

The intelligence agency said 
Monday in its annual report that 
the signal jamming “represents 
... a new challenge” for NATO 
members, and that Russia’s abil¬ 
ity to project its power “in peace, 
crisis and war will increase.” 

Norway and Finland have pro¬ 
tested against the incident during 
NATO’s Trident Juncture drills 
between Oct. 25 and Nov. 7, with 
Oslo saying Russian forces on the 
Arctic Kola peninsula were be¬ 
hind the GPS interference. Mos¬ 
cow denies any involvement. 

The GPS jamming isn’t believed 
to have caused any accidents. 



Photos by Rob KuNzio/Courtesy of NATOChannel 


Above: U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Ospreys take part in Exercise 
Trident Juncture 2018. Right: U.S. Marines man an LAV-25 Light 
Armored Vehicle during the exercise. Norway says GPS disruptions 
observed during the drill are a cause for concern. 



Mystery at Calif, guard base leads to claims of cover-up 


By Alene Tchekmedyian 
AND Paul Pringle 
Los Angeles Times 

For Staff Sgt. Jennifer Pineda, a 
15-year veteran of the California 
Air National Guard, the military 
was a family calling. She followed 
her older sister and brother-in- 
law into the Air Guard, where 
she now holds an administrative 
position at the elite 144th Fighter 
Wing in Fresno. 

On a March morning four years 
ago, Pineda was about to dress 
into a uniform she had stored 
overnight in a stall in the women’s 
bathroom when she made a foul 
discovery. 

Someone had urinated in her 
boots. 

The incident left Pineda humil¬ 
iated and frightened and would 
trigger a series of behind-the- 
scenes investigations whose scope 
has come to extend beyond what 
happened that day at the Fresno 
base. 

The defiling of Pineda’s boots 
has led to allegations that high- 
ranking officers tried to bury the 
incident, including by destroying 
evidence that could have poten¬ 
tially identified a suspect through 
DNA, and retaliated against a 
male pilot who supported her ef¬ 
forts to find the perpetrator, ac¬ 
cording to interviews and guard 
records obtained by The Times. 
Some in the wing have begun call¬ 
ing the ongoing saga “Pissgate.” 

After The Times began ask¬ 
ing questions about the Pineda 
episode, the California Military 
Department, which oversees the 
guard, asked the U.S. Air Force 
Inspector General’s Office to con¬ 
duct an investigation. 

Against the backdrop of the 
#MeToo movement. Air Guard 
leaders are concerned about 
the degrading nature of the act 
aimed at a woman, according to 
two sources close to the investi¬ 
gation who requested anonymity 
because they are not authorized 


to publicly speak about the mat¬ 
ter. Only about 20 percent of the 
officers and enlisted members in 
the Air Guard are women. 

The inspector general’s in¬ 
quiry is the third investigation 
into the Pineda affair and part 
of a broader probe into whether 
whistleblowers at the 144th wing 
suffered reprisals for questioning 
the actions or 
conduct of 
their superi¬ 
ors on a range 
of matters. At 
least five Air 
Guard mem¬ 
bers from the 
144th wing, 
including a 
pilot who was 
killed in Octo¬ 
ber in a crash 
during a train¬ 
ing mission in 
Dave Bakes Ukraine, filed 
retired general formal com¬ 
plaints. The 
Air Guard 
recently suspended a 144th com¬ 
mander for reasons it said were 
unrelated to the Pineda incident. 

“This boils down to just unpro¬ 
fessional leadership and crony¬ 
ism,” said Maj. Dan Woodside, a 
retired 144th fighter pilot who is 
a witness in the inspector gener¬ 
al’s Pineda investigation and has 
complained about how she was 
treated. “If anybody had urinated 
in their boots, they would have 
done everything they could to find 
the perpetrator, even if it involved 
calling the FBI.” 

Two of the Air Guard’s top offi¬ 
cers held key leadership positions 
at the 144th at the time of the Pine¬ 
da incident: Mqj. Gen. Clay Garri¬ 
son, who has since become head 
of the Air Guard, and Col. Sean 
Navin, now one of its five wing 
commanders. Neither responded 
to requests for interviews. 

Mqj. Gen. David S. Baldwin, 
who heads the Military Depart¬ 
ment, declined through an Air 


Guard spokesman to be inter¬ 
viewed. Baldwin said in a written 
statement to The Times that “in 
order to protect the integrity of 
that ongoing investigation, we can¬ 
not disclose additional details.” 

After joining the Air Guard in 
2004, Pineda spent several years 
in the wing’s command post as a 
dispatcher before moving to the 
operations group, according to 
interviews with colleagues. Pine¬ 
da declined to comment for this 
story. 

About two months after the ini¬ 
tial investigation began, the com¬ 
mander of the fighter squadron 
at the time, Navin, called Pineda 
and her supervisor into his office 
to share the results, according to 
May 2015 memos that Pineda and 
the supervisor wrote to document 
the conversation. 

Navin apologized that the inves¬ 
tigation did not find the perpetra¬ 
tor, according to the memos. 

Soon after the first investigation 
was shelved, a second was opened 
when “new information” revealed 
that pilots had been drinking in a 
nearby break room the evening 
before the discovery and “may 
have information regarding the 
incident or may have possibly 
been involved in the incident,” 
according to an Air Guard report 
and interviews. Navin had been in 
the break room as well that eve¬ 
ning, the report says. 

Investigators questioned 18 
people, including Navin, Wood- 
side and four other airmen who 
said they had been in the break 
room, called “The Merge.” 

The two investigators told at 
least some of the pilots that they 
might be asked to undergo poly¬ 
graph tests and that the urine col¬ 
lected from the scene would be 
tested for DNA, Woodside said. 

In a second interview with in¬ 
vestigators, Pineda said a couple 
of pilots told her they suspected 
Navin of urinating on her boots, 
the report says. She said she felt 
that Navin “doesn’t trust her work 


abilities,” according to the report. 

Navin denied being involved. 
Air Guard records show. He told 
investigators that he had no con¬ 
flicts with Pineda and was never 
inside the women’s bathroom 
where she left her boots and 
clothing. 

In August 2015, Pineda filed 
a whistleblower complaint. She 
wrote that the main investigator 
told her that the evidence showed 
that a woman could not have uri¬ 
nated in the boots, but that she 
heard that officers speculated 
that she urinated in them “for at¬ 
tention.” In the complaint, Pineda 
said that “makes me want this 
investigation to be complete and 
legit to prove that I did not do this 
to myself” 

She added that she feared she 
could be forced to leave the Air 
Guard. 

The Air Guard declined to com¬ 
ment about the status of Pineda’s 
complaint. 

Last year, Lt. Col. Rob Swert- 
fager, a 144th pilot, filed a com¬ 
plaint alleging that commanders 
punished him for going to bat for 
Pineda by telling a superior that 
the first investigation might have 
been mishandled. His complaint 
is part of the inspector general’s 
investigation. He declined to com¬ 
ment for this story. 

Woodside said the head of base 
security, then-Lt. Col. Dave John¬ 
ston, told him that 144th “leader¬ 


ship” ordered him to shut down 
the investigation and destroy all 
the evidence after investigators 
zeroed in on Navin. The evidence 
included Pineda’s boots and a vial 
of urine that was never tested. 

Woodside said he believes 
“there was a cover-up.” 

Johnston said he authorized the 
destruction because the second 
investigation had been closed for 
several months and the evidence 
was no longer needed. He de¬ 
clined to discuss why a DNA test 
was never conducted. 

Experts on military and crimi¬ 
nal law questioned the decision to 
destroy evidence without conduct¬ 
ing a DNA analysis. Southwestern 
Law School Professor Rachel E. 
VanLandingham, who served as a 
prosecutor and criminal defense 
attorney during a U.S. Air Force 
career, said if evidence was de¬ 
stroyed to impede an investiga¬ 
tion or protect someone, a case 
could be made for obstruction of 
justice. 

Dave Bakos, a retired general 
who served in the Air Guard for 
32 years and was deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan, said Garrison 
should have demanded a more 
thorough investigation from the 
start. Morale at the 144th has suf¬ 
fered, Bakos said. 

“There are a lot of people un¬ 
happy up there,” he said. “They 
need a change at the top.” 
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Needs: Lawyer says school district 
should follow rules, not sue parents 



Courtesy of Michelle Norman 


Michelle Norman and her husband, Navy Capt. Cassidy Norman, 
pose with their children. Chase, 9, and Marisa, 15, during a trip to 
Disney World in December. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

After Marisa regressed and 
struggled as a fifth-grader in pub¬ 
lic school, the Normans fought the 
district to place her in a private 
school. She flourished, and her 
evaluations show she continues to 
do so today, as an eighth-grader 
who is well on her way to graduat¬ 
ing high school. 

Now, after an administrative 
judge and a federal judge ruled 
that the public school system had 
failed Marisa — and ordered the 
district to pay for her tuition at the 
private academy — the Virginia 
Beach school district is suing to 
have Marisa go back to public 
school. The district is arguing that 
the time frame of the rulings has 
passed and insisting that despite 
past failures, it can offer her an 
appropriate education. 

The Normans say the newest 
due process action, filed in late 
December, is not only putting 
strain on the parents — pulling 
Cassidy’s attention away from his 
overseas deployment preparations 
as the new commanding officer of 
the amphibious 6th Fleet flagship 
USS Mount Whitney — it’s creat¬ 
ing enormous anxiety for Marisa. 

Marisa, now 15, was with her 
mother when the due process 
suit was delivered to the door in 
December. She spent the night 
sobbing, her mother said, and 
has been pulhng out her hair and 
having trouble sleeping, eating 
and drinking. Her parents had to 
take her to the emergency room 
with digestive complications from 
stress. 

“The anxiety is eating away at 
her,” Michelle Norman said. “She 
knows how it affected our fam¬ 
ily. ... I feel hke this is their strat¬ 
egy: to make it super stressful on 
famihes so [the legal fight] will 
just stop. But we are not going to 
just stop because it’s not right for 
Marisa.” 

‘Free and appropriate’ 

Children with disabilities often 
struggle to learn in different ways, 
facing not just neurological and 
physiological obstacles but also 
the psychological or behavioral 
challenges that come with them. 
Federal law requires schools to 
provide every child a free and 
appropriate public education, but 
parents and educators don’t always 
agree on how to achieve that. 

Add the complications for a 
mihtary family, which might be 
in a location for only a few years, 
and the situation can become even 
more tenuous. Some military fam¬ 
ihes have recited horror stories 
about school and district adminis¬ 
trators becoming aggressive and 
digging in their heels when par¬ 
ents say their child is not getting 
an appropriate education. 

The Normans say that’s what 
happened to them in Virginia 
Beach. 

They said they have tried for 
years to work with the district on 
the best way to help Marisa get an 
education. Yet even after a hear¬ 
ing officer, a federal judge and 
the Virginia Department of Edu¬ 
cation ruled that Marisa’s “stay- 


put” placement is in private school 
— meaning that is her default 
placement until evaluations and 
testing indicate otherwise — the 
district has challenged that place¬ 
ment again. 

‘Crazy circle’ 

“It’s like this crazy circle that 
keeps replicating itself year after 
year,” said the Normans’ lawyer, 
special education attorney Grace 
Kim. “How do we get to the point 
where a school district follows 
the law rather than suing the 
parent?” 

Kim said the Normans have 
been cooperative and remain 
open to the possibility that Marisa 
could return to public school. But 
experts involved with Marisa’s 
assessments say she still is not 
ready, Kim said. “The parents, 
how can they just deny or ignore 
all of that?” 

In its latest due process fihng, 
the district argues that past hti- 
gation and rulings were specific 
to the school years that already 
transpired and that Marisa be¬ 
longs back at public school. The 
district contends that it has now 
created a more comprehensive 
Individualized Education Plan 
for Marisa that is “significantly 
different than the lEPs that were 
the subject of litigation for the past 
four years,” and it is ready to take 
her back. 

In a statement to Stars and 
Stripes, the district said that the 
February 2018 lEP addresses ev¬ 
erything both the hearing officer 
and the federal judge outlined. 

“We care deeply about the edu¬ 
cation of all children who enter 
the doors of Virginia Beach City 
Public Schools, including the 
Normans’ daughter, Marisa,” the 
statement said. “We have not been 
given the opportunity to educate 
her with fidelity. ... We are confi¬ 
dent that given the chance to work 
with the family and implement 
this lEP, Virginia Beach City 
Public Schools would be able to 
fully attend to Marisa’s needs, and 
would very much like the chance 
to do so.” 

Her parents say they believe the 
district is more concerned with 
winning than with Marisa’s best 
interests. 

“It’s concerning to us as parents 
that we’ve had to fight this much to 
make sure she is getting what she 
requires and what she has a right 
to by law,” Michelle Norman said. 

Marisa’s case 

Almost from the moment the 
Normans moved back to Virginia 
Beach in 2014 — the second time 
Cassidy was assigned to the area as 
part of his Navy career — they’ve 
found themselves at odds with the 
administration and the Virginia 
Beach City Pubhc Schools district 
over Marisa’s lEP 

School administrators insisted 
they were providing Marisa an 
adequate education. But by the 
end of the school year, after they’d 
been through 16 unsuccessful 
lEP meetings, Marisa’s academic 
ability had regressed so badly her 
parents decided to place her in 


Chesapeake Bay Academy, which 
recognized she needed to repeat 
fifth grade based on her testing. 

The district pushed for her to 
continue to sixth grade and denied 
that Marisa needed the academy’s 
services and environment. It re¬ 
fused to pay her private tuition of 
about $33,000 including transpor¬ 
tation each year. 

After months of impasse, the 
Normans filed a due process suit 
in mid-2016 stating the district 
failed to properly assess Marisa’s 
disabilities or offer services she 
needed. They argued that by not 
paying for her private school, the 
district was failing to provide 
a free and appropriate public 
education. 

And so began a combative pro¬ 
cess that the Normans say is cruel 
and unfair. A hearing officer con¬ 
firmed that the Normans were 
right and ordered the district to 
pay two years of Marisa’s private 
school tuition. She was to be evalu¬ 
ated again after that to determine 
if she should return to public 
school. 

Instead of paying, the district 
appealed the ruhng to the 4th Cir¬ 
cuit District Court. It paid only 
after the Virginia Department of 
Education ruled the district was 
in violation of the administrative 
ruling. The tuition payments came 
in mid-2017 — more than 220 days 
after the hearing officer’s dead- 
fine, Kim said. 

With the federal case still pend¬ 
ing, the district continued tuition 
payments. But by then, a new 
school year was rolling around 
and the district once again chal¬ 
lenged Marisa’s placement. The 
Normans asked the judge to assert 
that Marisa’s “stay-put” place¬ 
ment was the private day school 
— something the judge granted, 
stating it would be in force until 
the federal case is resolved. 

Another complaint 

In February 2018, the federal 
judge affirmed the hearing offi¬ 
cer’s initial ruling. The district 
argued that the case was now re¬ 
solved so the stay-put order was 
rescinded. In June 2018, it again 
stopped paying Marisa’s tuition. 

The Normans argued that once 
the federal judge upheld the ad¬ 
ministrative ruling, it meant the 
administrative judge’s determina¬ 
tion that Chesapeake Bay Acad¬ 
emy was Marisa’s stay-put school 
was back in play. They filed an¬ 
other Department of Education 
complaint, and on Dec. 4, the de¬ 
partment confirmed that when 
the judge ruled the stay-put should 
be the private school until “reso¬ 
lution of the case,” his intent was 
not for Marisa to return to public 
school when the case was resolved 
but rather she “should not be re¬ 
moved from CBA pending legal 
resolution.” 

Three days after Christmas, 
the district responded by suing 
the parents for due process, once 
again insisting that it can give 
Marisa a free and appropriate 
public education, at Princess Anne 
Middle School. 

Like school districts across the 
country, Virginia Beach receives 


federal funding from the Children 
Services Act to help pay for private 
schooling for severely disabled 
children. A Virginia Children’s 
Services official said the state 
funding covers 65 percent for the 
Virginia Beach district, while the 
district pays the remaining 35 
percent. 

Because of its large military 
population, the district receives 
additional funding for severely 
disabled military dependent stu¬ 
dents from the Department of De¬ 
fense Impact Aid. 

The Normans said they sat in a 
meeting with Office of Children’s 
Services representatives who in¬ 
formed district officials that there 
was funding available for Marisa’s 
private school tuition, but the dis¬ 
trict turned those and the DOD 
Impact Aid funds down. The dis¬ 
trict did not respond to a question 
about this issue. 

Another Investigation 

Meanwhile, after receiving a 
joint complaint about Virginia 
Beach from the parents of several 
special needs students, the Vir¬ 
ginia Department of Education 
last year conducted a larger in¬ 
vestigation. It reviewed the files of 
225 of the district’s 7,886 special 
education students and, in a report 
issued in October, found dozens of 
deficiencies and examples of non- 
compliance with federal and state 
law regarding special education 
students and highlighted what it 
called “disturbing” issues relating 
to military families. 

“Most disturbing was the treat¬ 
ment reported by military fami¬ 


lies,” it said. “We heard a common 
theme that they felt that the schools 
were simply trying to delay until 
they were transferred.” 

Asked about the report, the dis¬ 
trict said it was “not surprising 
that parents involved in a com¬ 
plaint don’t say positive things 
about their experience with the 
division,” but insisted it serves its 
special needs students well. 

“We commissioned an external 
audit of our programs two years 
ago and have taken steps to reor¬ 
ganize our Office of Programs for 
Exceptional Children in support 
of our schools,” the statement said. 
“We have already taken steps to 
address the one systemic finding 
in this complaint — transitions. 
... VBCPS continues to strive to 
meet the needs of each and every 
child.” 

The Normans know they are 
not alone fighting for Marisa. And 
the problems are not isolated to 
one school district or to military 
families. 

But knowing that their daugh¬ 
ter, given the right environment, 
can learn, develop and evolve into 
a more functional adult, they say 
they will keep pushing to ensure 
she is given those opportunities. 

Next month, they will go before 
a new hearing officer, who wifi 
review Marisa’s history to deter¬ 
mine whether she can stay in pri¬ 
vate school. 

Michelle Norman said she wants 
the issue resolved so she can focus 
on her husband’s deployment and 
their two children. 

“I want to be happy and present 
for my kids 24/7. I don’t want to 
have to fight.” 
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Talks resuming amid gulf in border views 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Budget ne¬ 
gotiators planned to meet Mon¬ 
day to revive talks over border 
security issues that are central 
to legislation to prevent key parts 
of the government from shutting 
down on Saturday, but an air of 
pessimism remains after talks 
broke down over the weekend. 

They collapsed over Democrat¬ 
ic demands to limit the number of 
migrants authorities can detain, 
and the two sides remained sepa¬ 
rated over how much to spend 
on President Donald Trump’s 
promised border wall. A Friday 
midnight deadline is looming to 
prevent a second partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown. 

Key negotiators planned to 
meet on Monday, Democratic and 
GOP aides said, but for now the 
mood is not hopeful. 

Rising to the fore on Sunday 
was a related dispute over curb¬ 
ing Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, or ICE, the federal 
agency that Republicans see as 
an emblem of tough immigration 
policies and Democrats accuse of 
often going too far. 

Trump blamed Democrats in 
the migrant detention dispute, 
tweeting: “The Democrats do not 
want us to detain, or send back, 
criminal aliens! This is a brand 
new demand. Crazy!” 

The fight over ICE detentions 
goes to the core of each party’s 
view on immigration. Republi¬ 
cans favor rigid enforcement of 
immigration laws and have little 
interest in easing them if Demo¬ 
crats refuse to fund the Mexican 
border wall. Democrats despise 
the proposed wall and, in return 
for border security funds, want to 
curb what they see as unneces¬ 
sarily harsh enforcement by ICE. 

People involved in the talks say 
Democrats have proposed limit¬ 
ing the number of immigrants 
here illegally who are caught in¬ 
side the U.S. — not at the border 
— that the agency can detain. 
Republicans say they don’t want 
that cap to apply to immigrants 
caught committing crimes, but 
Democrats do. 

Democrats say they proposed 
their cap to force ICE to concen- 



House Budget Committee 
Chairman John Yarmuth, D-Ky., 
said border security talks have 
“become pretty much an ego 
negotiation.” 


trate its internal enforcement ef¬ 
forts on dangerous immigrants, 
not those who lack legal authority 
to be in the country but are pro¬ 
ductive and otherwise pose no 
threat. Democrats have proposed 
reducing the current number of 
beds ICE uses to detain immi¬ 
grants here illegally from 40,520 
to 35,520. 

But within that limit, they’ve 
also proposed limiting to 16,500 
the number for immigrants here 
illegally caught within the U.S., 
including criminals. Republicans 
want no caps on the number of 
immigrants who have committed 
crimes who can be held by ICE. 

Trump used the dispute to cast 
Democrats as soft on criminals. 

“I don’t think the Dems on the 
Border Committee are being al¬ 
lowed by their leaders to make 
a deal. They are offering very 
little money for the desperately 
needed Border Wall & now, out of 
the blue, want a cap on convicted 
violent felons to be held in deten¬ 
tion!” Trump tweeted Sunday. 

Acting White House chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney, in appear¬ 
ances on NBC’s “Meet the Press” 
and “Fox News Sunday,” said “you 
absolutely cannot” eliminate the 
possibility of another shutdown if 
a deal is not reached over the wall 
and other border matters. The 
White House had asked for $5.7 
billion, a figure rejected by the 
Democratic-controlled House, 
and the mood among bargainers 
has soured, according to people 
familiar with the negotiations 
not authorized to speak publicly 
about private talks. 

“You cannot take a shutdown 
off the table, and you cannot take 
$5.7 (billion) off the table,” Mul¬ 
vaney told NBC, “but if you end 
up someplace in the middle, yeah, 
then what you probably see is the 
president say, ‘Yeah, OK, and 
I’ll go find the money someplace 
else.’” 

A congressional deal seemed 
to stall even after Mulvaney 
convened a bipartisan group of 
lawmakers at Camp David, the 
presidential retreat in Maryland. 
While the two sides appeared 
close to clinching a deal late last 
week, significant gaps remain 
and momentum appears to have 
slowed. Though congressional 
Democratic aides asserted that 
the dispute had caused the talks 
to break off, it was initially un¬ 
clear how damaging the rift was. 
Both sides are eager to resolve 
the battle and avert a fresh clo¬ 
sure of dozens of federal agencies 
that would begin this weekend if 
Congress doesn’t act by Friday. 

“I think talks are stalled right 
now,” Sen. Richard Shelby, R- 
Ala., said on “Fox News Sunday.” 
“I’m not confident we’re going to 
get there.” 

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., who 
appeared on the same program, 
agreed: “We are not to the point 
where we can announce a deal.” 

But Mulvaney did signal that 
the White House would prefer not 
to have a repeat of the last shut¬ 
down, which stretched more than 
a month and sent Trump’s poll 
numbers tumbling. 

The president’s supporters 
have suggested that Trump could 
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Califorilia Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks Jan. 31 after meeting with San Diego leaders about an effort 
to provide relief and humanitarian aid to asylum-seekers. Newsom is withdrawing several hundred 
National Guard troops from the nation’s southern border and changing their mission. 


Calif, governor to draw down 
260 guard troops at border 


Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom plans Monday to withdraw more 
than 200 National Guard troops from the state’s 
southern border with Mexico in defiance of the 
Trump administration’s request for support from 
border states. 

About 100 of the 360 troops will remain de¬ 
ployed under California’s agreement with the 
federal government to focus specifically on com¬ 
bating transnational crime such as drug- and 
gun-smuggling, Newsom spokesman Nathan 
Click said. Specifically, they will be tasked with 
providing intelligence on transnational crime and 
assist with cargo dock operations and searches of 
commercial trucks for contraband. 

Newsom’s move comes on the heels of New 
Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, also a 
Democrat, pulling back her state’s troops from 
the U.S.-Mexico border. The two states’ former 
governors agreed to send troops to the border 
last April at the Trump administration’s request 
along with Texas and Arizona. 

Newsom’s and Grisham’s actions are a fresh, 
if symbolic, affront to President Donald Trump’s 
description of an immigration crisis on the na¬ 
tion’s southern border. 

“The border ‘emergency’ is a manufactured 
crisis, and California will not be part of this polit¬ 
ical theater,” Newsom plans to say Tuesday in his 
State of the State address, according to excerpts 
released by his office. 


Newsom will reassign roughly 110 troops 
to beef up California’s fire preparation efforts 
ahead of the next wildfire season and expand 
the guard’s counterdrug task force program. The 
expansion of the counterdrug task force requires 
approval from the U.S. Department of Defense. 

The original mission, approved by former Cali¬ 
fornia Gov. Jerry Brown, was set to end March 
31. The order Newsom plans to send Monday will 
require the guard to immediately begin with¬ 
drawing troops but still give it until the end of 
March to do so. When Brown, a fellow Democrat, 
approved the mission in April, he said no Califor¬ 
nia troops would participate in immigration-re¬ 
lated activities. He similarly ordered the troops 
to focus on combating transnational crime. 

“This will not be a mission to build a new wall,” 
Brown wrote at the time in a letter to Trump ad¬ 
ministration officials. “It will not be a mission to 
round up women and children or detain people 
escaping violence and seeking a better life. And 
the California National Guard will not be enforc¬ 
ing federal immigration laws.” 

Newsom’s Monday order will argue that the 
increase in Central American migrants crossing 
over the border is the result of a desire to escape 
violence and repression fueled in part by the ac¬ 
tivities of transnational crime organizations. The 
California guard’s resources are best spent tack¬ 
ling those activities, he plans to argue. 

Texas and Arizona still have troops on the 
border. 


use executive powers to divert 
money from the federal budget 
for wall construction, though it 
was unclear if he would face chal¬ 
lenges in Congress or the courts. 
One provision of the law lets the 
Defense Department provide sup¬ 
port for counterdrug activities. 

Predictably, each side 
blamed the other for the stall in 


negotiations. 

“We were, you know, progress¬ 
ing well,” Rep. Tom Graves, 
R-Ga., said Sunday on ABC’s 
“This Week.” “I thought we were 
tracking pretty good over the 
last week. And it just seems over 
the last 24 hours or so the goal¬ 
posts have been moving from the 
Democrats.” 


House Budget Committee 
Chairman John Yarmuth, D-Ky., 
countered by saying on the same 
show, “The numbers are all over 
the place.” 

“I think the big problem here 
is this has become pretty much 
an ego negotiation,” Yarmuth 
added. “And this really isn’t over 
substance.” 
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Denver teachers 
choose to strike 



By Colleen Slevin 
Associated Press 

DENVER — Denver teachers 
went on strike Monday after fail¬ 
ing to reach a deal with adminis¬ 
trators on pay. 

The school district said schools 
will remain open during the strike 
and will be staffed by adminis¬ 
trators and substitute teachers. 
However, the district has can¬ 
celed classes for 5,000 preschool 
children because it doesn’t have 
the staff to take care of them. 

Teachers started picketing be¬ 
fore the start of the school day, 
and students crossed through the 
picket lines on their way to class 
in some locations. 

At a press conference Mon¬ 
day morning, union leaders ex¬ 
pressed frustration at failed talks 
to reach a deal over the weekend. 
Union President Henry Roman 
said teachers were committed to 


reaching a deal but said that both 
sides needed a cooling off period. 
Another negotiation session is ex¬ 
pected Tuesday. 

“They need us. They need our 
labor, they need our minds, they 
need our talents to really make 
it happen,” lead union negotiator 
Rob Gould said. 

The main sticking points in the 
talks over a contract governing 
Denver’s incentive pay system, 
which started over a year ago, 
are lowering bonuses to put more 
money in teachers’ base pay and 
how to allow teachers to advance 
in pay based on education and 
training, the norm in most school 
districts. 

The union pushed for lower bo¬ 
nuses for high-poverty and high- 
priority schools to free up more 
money for overall teacher pay and 
criticized the district for spend¬ 
ing too much money on admin¬ 
istration. However, the district 


sees those particular bonuses as 
key to boosting the academic per¬ 
formance of poor and minority 
students. 


Some teachers argue that 
spending money on things like 
smaller class sizes and adding 
support staff, like counselors, is 


the best way to help disadvan¬ 
taged students learn and make 
them good schools for teachers to 
work in. 


Klobuchar to take campaign to 
Midwest states that Trump won 



Anthony Souffle, (Minneapolis) Star Tribune/AP 


U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar wipes snow from her hair after announcing 
she is running for president at Boom Island Park in Minneapolis on 
Sunday. 


By Sara Burnett 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — With snow 
falling steadily and the tempera¬ 
ture well below freezing, Min¬ 
nesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar said 
she’s joining the group of Demo¬ 
crats running for president and 
would take her campaign — and 
her Midwest sensibilities — di¬ 
rectly to parts of the region Don¬ 
ald Trump won and that her party 
wants to recapture in 2020. 

“For every American, I’m run¬ 
ning for you,” she told an exuber¬ 
ant, snow-covered crowd gathered 
Sunday at a park along the Missis¬ 
sippi River with the Minneapolis 


skyline in the background. 

“And I promise you this: As your 
president, I will look you in the 
eye. I will tell you what I think. I 
will focus on getting things done. 
That’s what I’ve done my whole 
life. And no matter what. I’ll lead 
from the heart.” 

Klobuchar, who easily won a 
third term last year, is the most 
prominent candidate from the 
Midwest to enter the race. She’s 
pointed to her broad appeal 
across Minnesota — where she’s 
drawn support from voters in 
urban, suburban and rural areas, 
including in dozens of counties 
Trump won in 2016 — and says 
that success could translate to 


other Midwestern states such as 
Michigan and Wisconsin, reliably 
Democratic in presidential races 
for decades until Trump’s victory 
over Hillary Clinton. 

Klobuchar said she would trav¬ 
el next weekend to Iowa, home to 
the nation’s first caucus, joking 
it’s “a place where we in Minne¬ 
sota like to go south for the win¬ 
ter.” That trip will be followed by 
stops in Wisconsin, where Clin¬ 
ton was criticized in 2016 for not 
spending enough time. 

Klobuchar, 58, is known as a 
straight-talking pragmatist will¬ 
ing to work with Republicans, 
making her one of the Senate’s 
most productive members at 


passing legislation. 

A Des Moines Register/CNN/ 
Mediacom poll conducted by 
Selzer & Company in December 
found that Klobuchar was largely 
unfamiliar to likely Iowa caucus- 


goers, with 54 percent saying 
they didn’t know enough about 
her to have an opinion, while 38 
percent had a favorable opinion 
and 8 percent had an unfavorable 
opinion. 


More storms in store 
for Pacific Northwest 


Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Pacific Northwest residents, more ac¬ 
customed to rain than snow, found themselves digging 
out yet again as a fresh round of storms moved over 
the area, with an additional punch to come early this 
week. The sun came out Sunday afternoon, but snow 
returned in the evening across the Northwest, bring¬ 
ing 1 to 4 new inches. 

Another storm bringing snow and the potential for 
freezing rain was on tap for parts of the Seattle area. 

Light snow started to make its way into the interior 
lowlands in the late afternoon Sunday, the National 
Weather Service said. It was expected to taper off in 
time for the Monday morning commute, but the next 
storm was on its way later in the day. A winter storm 
watch was in effect from Monday morning through 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Temperatures were in the teens or single digits. It 
was 9 degrees in Arlington, Wash., early Sunday. 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


A tree rests on a vehicle on a residential street in 
Tacoma, Wash., on Sunday. 

An expected 2 to 4 feet of snow from Sunday through 
Wednesday in the Cascades could be welcome to ski¬ 
ers and snowboarders. Will Ahue, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service in Portland, told The 
Oregonian. 

In Northern California, the latest in a series of 
storms dusted beaches with snow and caused whiteout 
conditions on mountain roads. The weather service 
office in Eureka reported accumulating snow at sea 
level. KIEM-TV posted photos of Clam Beach in Ar¬ 
eata covered in fresh powder. 


Pittsburgh synagogue shooting 
suspect offers a not-guilty plea 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — The suspect 
in the Pittsburgh synagogue mas¬ 
sacre pleaded not guilty Monday 
to a new indictment that added 19 
additional counts, but his lawyer 
expressed hope the case will be 
resolved without a trial. 

Robert Bowers, a truck driv¬ 
er who authorities say gunned 
down 11 people at Tree of Life 
Synagogue, appeared in federal 
court with his new lawyer, promi¬ 
nent death penalty litigator Judy 
Clarke, who signaled that Bow¬ 
ers might be open to some sort of 
plea. 

Clarke’s past clients have in¬ 
cluded one the Boston Marathon 


bombers, a 9/11 conspirator and 
Unabomber Ted Kaezynski. 

Bowers, 46, of Baldwin, Pa., is 
accused of targeting worshippers 
from three Jewish congregations 
when he attacked Saturday, Oct. 
27, while Sabbath services were 
being held. 

Seven people were wounded, 
including five police officers. 

Investigators say Bowers post¬ 
ed criticism of a Jewish charity 
on social media before the attack, 
claiming the immigrant aid soci¬ 
ety “likes to bring invaders that 
kill our people.” 

Authorities said he told inves¬ 
tigators that “all these Jews need 
to die.” 
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Fairfax rejects 
Dems' calls for 
his resignation 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Rep. Debbie Dingell, D-Mich., center, consoles former Rep. Candice Miller, R-Mich., as Macomb County 
Executive Mark Hackel, right, looks on at the casket of Dingell’s husband, former Rep. John Dingell, 
lying in repose in Dearborn, Mich., on Monday. 

Public honors the late John Dingell 


By Laura Vozzella 
The Washington Post 

RICHMOND, Va. — Demo¬ 
cratic Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax said 
he will not step down and would 
preside over the Virginia Senate 
on Monday regardless of any at¬ 
tempts to remove him from office 
amid allegations that he sexually 
assaulted two women. 

In a telephone interview with 
The Washington Post on Sunday 
night, as fellow Democrats con¬ 
sidered beginning impeachment 
proceedings against him, Fairfax 
repeated his claim that he did not 
sexually assault his two accusers 
or anyone else. 

The two women deserve to be 
heard, but at the same time, he 
deserves due process, Fairfax 
said. 

“Even in the most difficult 
times, including ones like these, 
that’s when it’s most important 
to adhere to our highest values 
as Americans,” he said. “And due 
process is at the heart of our con¬ 
stitutional democracy in order 
to get to the truth and be true to 
what we are as Americans.... 


“Everyone deserves to be 
heard. ... Even when faced with 
those allegations, I am still stand¬ 
ing up for everyone’s right to be 
heard. But I’m also standing up 
for due process.” 

House Democrats held a con¬ 
ference call later Sunday night 
and decided to slow down the 
impeachment effort amid ques¬ 
tions about the proper procedure 
and viability of such a plan, given 
that the alleged offenses — which 
Fairfax describes as consensual 
— did not take place during his 
tenure as lieutenant governor. 

Fairfax sounded upbeat and re¬ 
laxed during the interview. Asked 
whether he was going to resign, 
he said flatly, “No.” 

Fairfax has previously sug¬ 
gested that he was the victim of 
a smear campaign. Asked in the 
interview who might be behind 
such an effort and why the two 
accusers might make false alle¬ 
gations, he said only that he was 
“laser focused” on doing his job 
as lieutenant governor and “get¬ 
ting the truth out.” 


Associated Press 

DEARBORN, Mich. — Dozens 
of John Dingell’s former constit¬ 
uents lined up Monday at a per¬ 
forming arts center in suburban 
Detroit to pay their respects to 
the longest-serving member of 
Congress in U.S. history, passing 
his flag-covered coffin and offer¬ 
ing condolences to his wife and 
family. 

Dingell’s casket was in a ball¬ 
room at the center in Dearborn. 
Outside the room, mourners 
viewed oversized photos of his 


life and 59-year career in Con¬ 
gress. He died last week at age 
92, four years after retiring from 
the House. 

The visitation was the first of 
many public events this week. 
Funeral Masses will be held 
Tuesday in Dearborn and Thurs¬ 
day in Washington. A motorcade 
with Dingell’s casket will pass the 
U.S. Capitol, where the Michigan 
Democrat held power for years 
as a House committee chairman. 
He will be interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

Dingell succeeded his father in 


Congress in 1955, and his wife was 
elected to his seat in 2014. Rep. 
Debbie Dingell greeted the public 
after some private moments near 
the casket with former Rep. Can- 
dice Miller and Macomb County 
Executive Mark Hackel. 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden; Rep. John Lewis, of Geor¬ 
gia; and Rep. Fred Upton, of 
Michigan will speak at the Tues¬ 
day service. 

Former President Bill Clinton 
and former House Speaker John 
Boehner, of Ohio, will speak at 
the Washington service. 


How Walter Jones helped rename french fries over the Iraq War 


By Timothy Bella 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The gesture 
at the House’s Longworth Build¬ 
ing cafeteria was supposed to 
be strictly symbolic of one ally’s 
choice not to support America’s 
war in Iraq. Instead, a little 
plaque with a wooden frame and 
capital letters created an interna¬ 
tional sideshow. 

In early 2003, Rep. Walter B. 
Jones Jr., R-N.C., sent a letter to 
Rep. Robert Ney, R-Ohio, with a 
trite topic: renaming french fries 
to “freedom fries.” That January, 
France had announced its opposi¬ 
tion to the proposed U.S.-led mili¬ 
tary action in Iraq. Around the 
same time, Jones, then a fervent 
supporter of the invasion, had 


heard from a constituent in Beau¬ 
fort whose diner had renamed its 
fries and French toast in support 
of President George W. Bush’s 
war. 

“Since the French are backing 
down, french fries and French 
everything needs to be banned,” 
Neal Rowland, the diner’s owner, 
told Fox News. “Fry sales have 
really gone up. People who eat 
them now say, ‘Freedom never 
tasted so good.’” 

Jones, who died Sunday on his 
76th birthday, didn’t know if the 
suggestion was a good idea, but 
his chief of staff advised him to 
at least reach out to Ney who, as 
chairman of the House Adminis¬ 
tration Committee, had oversight 
of the restaurants on that side of 
the Capitol. 


“I wasn’t going to try to make 
an issue out of it, but my chief of 
staff said, ‘Just write Bob Ney; 
he’ll just throw it in the trash- 
can,”’ Jones, 
who did not 
eat fries, told 
the Russian 
news agen¬ 
cy RT in 
2011. “Well, 
it didn’t 
happen.” 

Stepping 
inside the 
Jones cafeteria on 

March 11, 
2003, about a week before the U.S. 
invaded Iraq, Jones and Ney were 
shocked. What was supposed to be 
a small media showing attracted 
journalists from every m^or out¬ 


let and seemingly every comer of 
the world. Ney handed the plaque 
to Jones, in what he’d envisioned 
as a “lighthearted gesture.” It 
read: “Update / Now Serving / 
In All House Office Buildings / 
‘FREEDOM FRIES.’” 

“Freedom fries” renewed anti- 
French sentiment that percolated 
throughout some circles of U.S. 
culture during the early stages 
of the Iraq War. Sixty percent of 
Americans held an unfavorable 
opinion of France in 2003, worse 
than any other European nation 
and comparable to that of Saudi 
Arabia, according to the Pew Re¬ 
search Center. 

But the “freedom fries” cam¬ 
paign also resulted in endless 
skewering for a couple years from 
the likes of restaurants. Demo¬ 


cratic leaders, Anthony Bour- 
dain, Tina Fey, Robert Plant and 
even the French government. 

Jones would eventually come 
to share the views of those critics, 
evolving into one of the loudest 
voices against the Iraq invasion 
and expressing tremendous re¬ 
gret for supporting it. Despite 24 
years in Congress working on is¬ 
sues that were both in line (oppo¬ 
sition to abortion rights) and out 
of step (supporting an increased 
minimum wage and campaign 
finance reform) for the Republi¬ 
can Party, his name also became 
inextricably linked to “freedom 
fries.” 

As Jones’s stance changed on 
the war in Iraq, he also came to 
regret his role in creating free¬ 
dom fries. 



Jones 
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School shooting drills questioned by parents 



The (Glens Falls, N.Y.) Post-Star/AP 


Members of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office and the Hudson Falls Police Department take part in an emergency drill inside 
Hudson Falls (N.Y) Primary School on Jan. 28, 2013. Some parents are concerned about the impact of such drilis on students. 



Corpus Christi (Texas) Caller-Times/AP 


A student helps block the classroom door with furniture during a mock lockdown drill 
at Moody High School in Corpus Christi, Texas, on Jan. 22, 2013. 


Need for preparedness 
weighed against trauma 
for kids in exercises 

By Carolyn Thompson 

Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y.—Long before an ex-stu¬ 
dent opened fire on his former classmates 
in Parkland, Fla., many school districts 
conducted regular shooting drills — exer¬ 
cises that sometimes included simulated 
gunfire and blood and often happened with 
no warning that the attack wasn’t real. 

The drills began taking shape after the 
Columbine High School shooting in 1999. 
But 20 years later, parents are increas¬ 
ingly questioning elements of the practice, 
including whether the drills traumatize 
kids. 

April Sullivan was pleasantly surprised 
by an “I love you, Mom” text from her 
daughter last May, even though she knew 
the eighth-grader wasn’t supposed to be 
using her cellphone during school in Short 
Pump, Va. But she did not know that her 
child sent it while supposedly hiding from 
an intruder. The girl didn’t know the “code 
blue” alert was a drill. 

“To find out later she sent that text be¬ 
cause she was in fear for her life did not sit 
well with me,” Sullivan said. 

Henrico (bounty Public Schools have 
since changed the way they conduct drills, 
making clear at the start that the events 
are not real and notifying parents as the 
drill begins or right after, district spokes¬ 
man Andy Jenks said. 

The backlash underlines the challenges 
administrators face in deciding how far to 
go in the name of preparedness. 

Thirty-nine states require lockdown, ac¬ 
tive-shooter or similar safety drills. Other 
states have less explicit requirements or 
leave it to districts, according to the Edu¬ 
cation Commission of the States. A Missis¬ 
sippi task force has proposed twice-yearly 
active-shooter drills. 

But even as the drills become routine 
for many of the nation’s 51 million elemen¬ 
tary and secondary public school students, 
there is no consensus on how they should 
be conducted, experts said. No data ex¬ 
ists, for example, to show whether a drill 
with simulated gunfire is more effective or 
whether an exercise that’s been announced 
in advance is taken less seriously than a 
surprise. 

“Some hard data on each question are 
needed with urgency,” said University at 
Buffalo professor Jeremy Finn, who gath¬ 
ered experts from around the country to 
evaluate school security measures at a 
conference in Washington in October. 

After Columbine, lockdowns that in¬ 
volved bolting the door and crouching qui¬ 
etly out of sight became the norm. In 2013, 
the Department of Education recommend¬ 
ed giving staff latitude to evacuate, barri¬ 
cade classroom doors or, as a last resort, 
fight back by throwing things or rushing 
the attacker. 

“Do you really want it to be your kid who’s 
the one who takes the bullet and winds up 
with a plaque in the lobby of the school say¬ 
ing he went down as a hero?” asked Bethel 
Park, Pa., parent Nanette Adams, who dis¬ 
agreed with the decision to adopt a widely 
used safety protocol during a September 
drill at her 15-year-old son’s high school. 
The protocol is known as ALICE, which 
stands for alert, lockdown, inform, counter 
and evacuate. 

“To me, this just seems like an indirect 
admission on the part of the schools that 


We need to be as 
prepared as we can but it 
doesn’t mean that we’ve 
got to terrify students to 
get them prepared. ^ 

Mo Canady 

executive director of a resource officers’ group 


they really have no control over who gets 
into the building, and the school security 
officer isn’t enough to keep the place safe 
so we need to hold the kids accountable for 
doing it,” she said. 

In 2014, the National Association of 
School Psychologists and the National As¬ 
sociation of School Resource Officers is¬ 
sued joint guidance that cautioned that 
while drills have the potential to save lives, 
those “not conducted appropriately” can 
cause “physical and psychological harm 
to students, staff and the overall learning 
environment.” 

After public criticism of the unan¬ 
nounced Short Pump drill and others, the 
Virginia House of Delegates last month 
considered, but defeated, legislation re¬ 
quiring schools to give parents advance 
notification. The bill’s Democratic spon¬ 
sor, Schuyler VanValkenburg, a high school 
teacher, said opponents argued that the 
heads-up would hinder safety by letting 
students take it less seriously. 

“I think that’s baloney,” said Sullivan, 
whose daughter declined to be interviewed 
by The Associated Press but described 
the drill for Richmond television station 
WWBT a few days later. “They’re very 
aware of what can happen in this day and 


age. They all see the news. They all see so¬ 
cial media.” 

“I thought I was probably going to die 
that day,” the daughter said. “We hear the 
door handle jiggling up and down and then 
we see the door open, and it’s our resource 
officer telling us it’s a drill.” 

When her son’s school fired blanks dur¬ 
ing a drill, Adams questioned whether it 
was really necessary to expose children to 
the sound of gunfire. Others complained 
that such realistic exercises can take a toll 
on classroom learning even after the drills 
are done. 


Mo Canady, executive director of the 
school resource officers’ group, recom¬ 
mends districts save the most intense exer¬ 
cises for staff only. As the decision-makers, 
he said, “they need to know a little more 
what that’s going to feel like.” 

For students, lower stress drills that have 
them listening to instructions and running 
through the motions, like traditional fire 
drills, should be the focus, he said. 

“We need to be as prepared as we can,” 
Canady said, “but it doesn’t mean that 
we’ve got to terrify students to get them 
prepared.” 
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Covert operatives target 6 
questioning firm's spyware 



Sylvain Plazy/AP 


This boarded-up building in Brussels was supposedly the home of 
Mertens-Giraud Partners Management, but an Associated Press 
investigation has found that the firm is little more than a front for an 
elaborate undercover operation. 


By Raphael Satter 

Associated Press 

LONDON — When mysterious 
operatives lured two cybersecu¬ 
rity researchers to meetings at 
luxury hotels over the past two 
months, it was an apparent bid 
to discredit their research about 
an Israeli company that makes 
smartphone hacking technology 
used by some governments to spy 
on their citizens. The Associated 
Press has now learned of similar 
undercover efforts targeting at 
least four other individuals who 
have raised questions about the 
use of the Israeh firm’s spyware. 

The four others targeted by 
operatives include three lawyers 
involved in related lawsuits in 
Israel and Cyprus alleging that 
the company, the NSO Group, 
sold its spyware to governments 
with questionable human rights 
records. 

The fourth is a London-based 
journalist who has covered the 
litigation. Two of them — the jour- 
nahst and a Cyprus-based lawyer 
—were secretly recorded meeting 
the undercover operatives. Foot¬ 
age of them was broadcast on Is¬ 
raeli television just as the AP was 
preparing to pubhsh this story. 

All six of the people who were 
targeted said they beheve the op¬ 
eratives were part of a coordinat¬ 
ed effort to discredit them. 

“There’s somebody who’s really 


interested in sabotaging the case,” 
said one of the targets, Mazen 
Masri, who teaches at City Uni¬ 
versity in London and is advising 
the plaintiffs’ attorney in the case 
in Israel. 

Masri said the operatives were 
“looking for dirt and irrelevant in¬ 
formation about people involved.” 

The details of these covert ef¬ 
forts offer a glimpse into the some¬ 
times shadowy world of private 
investigators that includes some 
operatives who go beyond gather¬ 
ing information and instead act as 
provocateurs. The targets told the 
AP that the covert agents tried to 
goad them into making racist and 
anti-Israel remarks or reveal¬ 
ing sensitive information about 
their work in connection with the 
lawsuits. 

NSO has previously said it has 
nothing to do with the undercover 
efforts “either directly or indirect¬ 
ly.” It did not return repeated mes¬ 
sages asking about the new targets 
identified by the AP. American 
private equity firm Francisco 
Partners, which owns NSO, did 
not return a message from the AP 
seeking comment. 

The undercover operatives’ 
activities might never have been 
made public had it not been for two 
researchers who work at Citizen 
Lab, an internet watchdog group 
that is based out of the University 
of Toronto’s Munk School. 

In December, one of the re¬ 
searchers, John Scott-Railton, re- 


ahzed that a colleague had been 
tricked into meeting an operative 
at a Toronto hotel, then questioned 
about his work on NSO. When 
a second operative calling him¬ 
self Michel Lambert approached 
Scott-Railton to arrange a similar 
meeting at the Peninsula Hotel in 
New York, Scott-Railton devised a 
sting operation, inviting AP jour¬ 
nalists to interrupt the lunch and 
videotape the encounter. 

The story drew wide attention 
in Israel. Within days, both Is¬ 
raeli investigative television show 
Uvda and The New York Times 
identified Lambert as Aharon 
Almog-Assouhne, a former Is¬ 
raeli security official living in the 
plush Tel Aviv suburb of Ramat 
Hasharon. 

By then, Scott-Railton and the 
AP had determined the under¬ 
cover efforts went well beyond 
Citizen Lab. 

Within hours of the story’s pub- 
hcation, Masri wrote to the AP to 
say that he and Alaa Mahqjna, who 
is pursuing the lawsuit against 
NSO in Israel, had spent weeks 
parrying offers from two wealthy- 
sounding executives who had con¬ 
tacted them with lucrative offers 
of work and insistent requests to 
meet in London. 

“We were on our guard and did 
not take the bait,” Masri wrote. 

Masri’s revelation prompted a 
flurry of messages to others tied 
to litigation involving NSO. Masri 
and Scott-Railton say they dis¬ 


covered that Christiana Markou, 
a lawyer representing plaintiffs 
in a related lawsuit against NSO- 
affiliated companies in Cyprus, 
had been flown to London for a 
strange meeting with someone 
who claimed to be a Hong Kong- 
based investor. Around the same 


time, Masri found out that a jour¬ 
nalist who had written about NSO 
was also invited to a London hotel 
— twice — and questioned about 
his reporting. 

“Things are getting more inter¬ 
esting,” Masri wrote as the epi¬ 
sodes emerged. 


Private contractors screen passengers at San Francisco airport 


By Lori Aratani 

The Washington Post 

During the partial government shutdown, 
screeners at two Silicon Valley airports — 
San Francisco and San Jose International 
— moved thousands of people through se¬ 
curity checkpoints. 

Operations at the airports, 35 miles 
apart, looked similar — uniformed officers 
reminding people to take off their shoes and 
put their laptops in plastic bins — but there 
was one mqjor difference: Only the officers 
at the San Francisco airport were getting 
paid. 

That’s because San Francisco Interna¬ 
tional is one of nearly two dozen airports 
across the country that use private contrac¬ 
tors instead of the Transportation Secu¬ 


rity Administration to conduct its security 
screening. 

As the shutdown stretched from days into 
weeks, more and more TS A workers stopped 
showing up. At one point, 10 percent of TSA 
officers didn’t report for duty. 

The result was scattered staffing short¬ 
ages across the country and anxiety for 
travelers. Airports in Baltimore, Houston 
and Miami were forced to temporarily close 
checkpoints. TSA officials conceded that 
many officers weren’t coming into work be¬ 
cause of the financial hardship of working 
without pay. 

But in San Francisco? 

“Operations were normal,” said Doug 
Yakel, an airport spokesman. 

There has long been a debate over wheth¬ 


er airport screening should be provided by 
the federal government or by private com¬ 
panies. The recent government shutdown 
— and the potential for a repeat if lawmak¬ 
ers can’t reach a deal with President Donald 
Trump by Friday — has some wondering 
whether anxiety over staffing may prompt 
more airports to consider switching to pri¬ 
vate contractors. 

Before the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at¬ 
tacks, airport security was handled by pri¬ 
vate contractors and paid for by the airlines. 
But after 9/11, those duties were turned 
over to the newly created TSA, which is re¬ 
sponsible for security screening at the vast 
majority of the nation’s 440-plus airports. 

But as part of that agreement. Congress 
also created a voluntary pilot program that 


allowed five airports to use private contrac¬ 
tors for security screening. The program, 
launched in 2002, eventually was open to all 
airports. Today, 22 airports, including the 
original five — in San Francisco; Kansas 
City, Mo.; Rochester, N.Y; Jackson, Wyo.; 
and Tupelo, Miss. — participate. 

Why not more? 

Proponents of the system say the TSA 
hasn’t made it easy for airports to make 
the switch. The agency has final say on 
whether an airport can opt to have pri¬ 
vate screeners, and although requests are 
rarely turned down, the process could be 
time-consuming. 

Others blame inertia, saying some air¬ 
ports are reluctant to tinker with an ar¬ 
rangement that works. 


Unvaccinated teens fact-check parents, try to get shots on their own 


By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

Ethan Lindenberger, frustrat¬ 
ed by years of arguments about 
his mother’s anti-vaccination 
stance, staged a quiet defection 
via Reddit. 

The Norwalk, Ohio, teenager 
needed advice, he said, on how 
to inoculate himself against in¬ 
fectious disease and his family’s 


dogma. At 18, he was old enough, 
Lindenberger explained. He 
wanted to get vaccinated. But he 
didn’t know how. 

“My parents think vaccines 
are some kind of government 
scheme,” Lindenberger wrote 
days before Thanksgiving. “But, 
because of their beliefs I’ve never 
been vaccinated for anything. 
God knows how I’m still alive.” 

As anti-vaccination movements 


metastasize amid outbreaks of 
dangerous disease, internet- 
savvy teenagers are fact-check¬ 
ing their parents’ decisions in a 
digital health reawakening—and 
seeking their own treatments in 
bouts of family defiance. 

In three states, at least three 
self-described teenagers told 
Reddit they have a common prob¬ 
lem: Their parents are staunchly 
opposed to vaccination, and they 


fear for their health if they do 
not take action. Different state 
laws affect how old minors need 
to be to make their own medical 
decisions. 

Lindenberger’s post drew more 
than 1,000 comments, including 
detailed information on navigat¬ 
ing the health care system in one 
post from someone who identified 
as a nurse. 

His mother, Jill Wheeler, was 


angered by Lindenberger’s pur¬ 
suit, she told Undark, an online 
science magazine. “It was like 
him spitting on me,” she told the 
site, “saying, ‘You don’t know 
anything, I don’t trust you with 
anything. You don’t know what 
you’re talking about. You did 
make a bad decision and I’m 
gonna go fix it.’” 

Wheeler did not respond to a 
request for comment. 
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Malaysia’s 
former PM 
combative 
before trial 


WORLD 


Poland sides with 
US on Mideast but 
faces risks in EU 



Alik Keplicz/AP 


U.S. Army soldiers march in a military parade celebrating Polish 
Army Day in Warsaw last August. Poland’s decision to co-host a 
Middle &st conference with the U.S. is testing its European ties. 


By Vanessa Gera 
Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland—The Polish 
government has joined forces with 
the United States to co-host an in¬ 
ternational conference on the Mid¬ 
dle East, hoping to strengthen its 
ties with Washington as its seeks 
greater protection from Russia. 

But other long-standing rela¬ 
tionships are being tested. Iran’s 
government, which views the con¬ 
ference as a hostile act, warns that 
there will be consequences for Po¬ 
land. Some political observers also 
fear the Polish government is risk¬ 
ing greater isolation in Europe by 
aligning itself with Washington on 
an issue where the key European 
powers strongly oppose President 
Donald Trump’s policies. 

“What worries me is that the 
Pohsh government is putting 
its eggs almost completely in 
Trump’s basket,” said Piotr Buras, 
the director of the Warsaw office 
of the European Council on For¬ 
eign Relations. “Not even the U.S. 


By Aritz Parra 
AND Joseph Wilson 

Associated Press 

MADRID — Spain is bracing 
for the nation’s most sensitive trial 
in four decades of democracy this 
week, with a dozen Catalan sepa¬ 
ratists facing charges including 
rebellion over a failed secession 
bid in 2017. 

The proceedings, which begin 
Tuesday, will be broadcast live 
on television, and all eyes will be 
focused on the impartiality of the 
Spanish Supreme Court. 

Catalonia’s separatists have at¬ 
tacked the court’s credibihty in 
the run-up to the trial, saying it 
is a puppet of the Spanish govern¬ 
ment and any ruling will be a po¬ 
litical one that has been decided in 
advance. 

“In reality, it’s democracy itself 
that will go on trial,” Oriol Jun- 
queras, one of the accused, wrote 
from jail in reply to questions sent 
by The Associated Press. “We are 
before a trial which, through a par¬ 
tial investigation full of falsities 
and irregularities, criminalizes a 
political option and an ideology.” 

Supreme Court President Car¬ 
los Lesmes dismisses that notion, 
saying the trial is the most impor¬ 
tant since Spain’s transition to de¬ 
mocracy in 1977 after the death of 
dictator Gen. Francisco Franco. 

“This is a trial following the 
highest standards set by the Euro¬ 
pean Union,” Lesmes recently told 
a group of journalists. 

Lesmes said the outcome of the 
trial will reverberate beyond the 
political crisis in Catalonia, while 


basket but Trump’s basket. The 
bet on Trump goes quite far. All of 
this is at the expense of relations 
with [European Union] partners, 
and even at the expense of NATO 
unity.” 

EU foreign pohcy chief Fed- 
erica Mogherini and the foreign 
ministers of key European pow¬ 
ers, including Russia, are stay¬ 
ing away from the “Ministerial 
to Promote a Future of Peace and 
Security in the Middle East” on 
Wednesday and Thursday in War¬ 
saw. The hosts are U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo and Polish 
Foreign Minister Jacek Czaputo- 
wicz. Other high-ranking attend¬ 
ees are U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

The event comes as Poland is 
lobbying the United States for a 
U.S. base on its territory. That 
would follow rotational deploy¬ 
ments to NATO’s eastern flank 
and more exercises in the region 
following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in 2014. 


recognizing that the Supreme 
Court’s integrity is at stake. 

“I certainly believe that there is 
a huge campaign to discredit the 
Spanish judiciary, which forms 
part of a defense strategy,” he 
said. 

Spanish authorities say the sep¬ 
aratists are guaranteed a fair trial 
by the very democracy founded on 
the rule of law that they allegedly 
violated. 

Lesmes rejected the idea that 
Spanish courts operate at the 
whim of the government, point¬ 
ing to recent guilty verdicts for 


Polish leaders ideally would 
hke a permanent U.S. base and 
have said it could be called “Fort 
Trump,” though other options, in¬ 
cluding beefing up the already ex¬ 
isting rotations, are seen as more 
realistic. The Pentagon is study¬ 
ing the options and is expected to 
reveal its assessment in a report 
in March. Approval of any new 
deployment falls to Congress. 

Czaputowicz said last week that 
Poland agreed to host the confer¬ 
ence because it wants to “show the 
world that we are active in ensur¬ 
ing peace and stabihty.” He added: 
“I hope that this will translate into 
an increase in trust between our 
countries, as well as a stronger in¬ 
volvement of the United States in 
Poland.” 

Poland’s government has for 


prominent members of the politi¬ 
cal and economic elite, including 
last year’s graft conviction of 
former members of R^oy’s then- 
ruling party and the imprison¬ 
ment, also on graft, of the king’s 
brother-in-law. 

Junqueras, the former vice 
president of the Catalan regional 
government, and 11 others are 
being tried for their roles in hold¬ 
ing an independence referendum 
on Oct. 1, 2017, after ignoring a 
ban by the country’s Constitution¬ 
al Court, and for the subsequent 
declaration of independence 26 


some time said it would like to 
take on the role of mediator be¬ 
tween the United States and the 
EU on the issue of Iran. 

Polish officials were reportedly 
taken off guard when Pompeo an¬ 
nounced during a visit to Cairo 
in January that the conference 
would take place in Warsaw and 
would include “an important ele¬ 
ment of making sure that Iran is 
not a destabihzing influence.” 

Before that, Poland had in¬ 
formed Iran of the plans to host 
the meeting, and Tehran did not 
protest, not considering it a threat, 
according to a report Friday in the 
respected Rzeczpospolita daily. 

“Pompeo ruined everything,” 
the Iranian ambassador to Poland, 
Masoud Edrisi Kermanshahi, was 
quoted as saying in the report. 


Emilio Morenatti/AP 


days later despite more warnings 
from authorities. 

The conflict with Catalonia has 
been festering ever since, with a 
regional election on Dec. 21, 2017, 
showing that the 7.5 million resi¬ 
dents of Catalonia remain divided 
by the secession question. 

Junqueras himself faces the 
largest possible sentence of 25 
years for rebellion. He and eight 
other defendants have spent more 
than a year in pretrial custody be¬ 
cause they were said to be consid¬ 
ered to be flight risks. 


By Eileen Ng 
Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia— 
From appearing in an R&B music 
video to trolhng social media to 
vilify the new government, former 
Malaysian Prime Minister Nqjib 
Razak has been combative before 
the start of his graft trial, linked 
to the multibillion-dollar looting of 
the IMDB state investment fund 
that has battered the country’s 
standing abroad. 

The trial was to start Tuesday, 
but Nqjib’s lawyers won a delay of 
proceedings on Monday. 

Nqjib’s lawyer, Farhan Read, 
said the Appeal Court allowed 
the delay pending an appeal over 
a technical 
issue that the 
defense says 
could impair 
the validity 
of the trial. 
No date has 
been set for 
the appeal 
hearing. 
Prosecutors 
. couldn’t im- 

Najib mediately be 

reached for comment but report¬ 
edly said it could delay the trial by 
up to two weeks. 

Anger over the IMDB scandal 
led to N^ib’s spectacular elec¬ 
tion defeat nine months ago. U.S. 
investigators say more than $4.5 
bilhon was stolen from IMDB by 
associates of N^ib between 2009 
and 2014, and the ill-gotten gains 
were laundered through layers 
of bank accounts in the U.S. and 
other countries to finance Holly¬ 
wood films and buy hotels, a lux¬ 
ury yacht, artworks, jewelry and 
other extravagances. Some $700 
million from the fund that N^ib 
set up for Malaysia’s economic de¬ 
velopment allegedly landed in his 
own bank account. 

One of only a few Southeast 
Asian leaders to be arraigned after 
losing office, Nqjib has denied any 
wrongdoing. He is charged with 42 
counts of criminal breach of trust, 
graft, abuse of power and money 
laundering in one of Malaysia’s 
biggest criminal trials. His wife, 
Rosmah Mansor, also has been 
charged with money laundering 
and tax evasion linked to IMDB. 
She has pleaded not guilty and her 
trial has not been set. 

Instead of lying low ahead of his 
trial, Nqjib has fought back with 
a political makeover on social 
media that aims to transform his 
image from an out-of-touch elitist 
to a leader for the working class. 

A Malay language catchphrase 
translating to “What’s to be 
ashamed about, my boss?” has 
become his new rallying cry. Ex¬ 
pensive tailored suits have been 
replaced by hoodies and jeans. A 
picture of Nqjib posted on social 
media showing himself posing 
on a Yamaha motorcycle with his 
new “’no-shame” meme resonated 
with many Malay youths disen¬ 
chanted by Prime Minister Maha¬ 
thir Mohamad’s new government. 



Pro-independence demonstrators gather in Barcelona during Catalan National Day in Spain in 
September. Twelve Catalan separatists will go on trial Tuesday over a failed 2017 secession bid. 
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Egypt’s el-Sisi elected 
African Union chairman 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia 
— Egypt’s President Abdel Fat- 
tah el-Sisi has been elected chair¬ 
man of the African Union at the 
continental body’s summit in 
Ethiopia. 

El-Sisi addressed the summit 
after being elected, saying he 
would focus on security on the 
African continent. 

“Our work must continue to im¬ 
prove peace and security in Af¬ 
rica in a holistic and sustainable 
manner,” el- Sisi said. “Mediation 
and preventive diplomacy will re¬ 
main one of the priorities of the 
African Union.” 

UK asks lawmakers 
for more time on Brexit 

LONDON — With Brexit just 
47 days away, the British govern¬ 
ment asked lawmakers on Sunday 
to give Prime Minister Theresa 
May more time to rework her 
divorce deal with the European 
Union. 

Communities Secretary James 
Brokenshire said Parliament 
would get to pass judgment on 
May’s Brexit plan “no later than 
Feb. 27.” 

Britain is due to leave the EU 
on March 29, but Parliament has 
rejected May’s divorce bill, leav¬ 
ing the prime minister to seek 
changes from the EU. The U.K.’s 
bid for last-minute changes has 
exasperated EU leaders, who in¬ 
sist the legally binding withdraw¬ 
al agreement can’t be changed. 

No sale for 5 purported 
watercolors by Hitler 

BERLIN — Five watercolors 
attributed to Nazi dictator Adolf 
Hitler from his early days as a 
struggling artist have failed to 
sell at auction in the southern 
German city of Nuremberg, pos¬ 
sibly over fears they could be 
fakes. 

The Nuremberger Nachrich- 
ten newspaper reported Sunday 
that no bids were received on 
the paintings, which had starting 
prices of between $21,500 and 
$50,900. 

Three days before Saturday’s 
auction, prosecutors seized 63 
other paintings attributed to Hit¬ 
ler from the auction house to in¬ 
vestigate allegations they were 
fakes. 

Chimps escape zoo with 
ladder made from branch 

LONDON — Zookeepers say 
a group of chimpanzees used 
branches weakened by a storm to 
make a ladder and escape from 
their enclosure at the Belfast 
Zoo. 

Video filmed Saturday by visi¬ 
tors to the Northern Ireland zoo 
showed several primates scaling 
a wall and perching atop it, with 
one walking down a path outside 
the enclosure. 

Zookeeper Alyn Cairns told the 
BBC “they’re intelligent primates 
and know they’re not supposed to 
be out of their enclosure, so got 
back in themselves.” 

From The Associated Press 


Iran marks revolution victory day 



Ebrahim Noroozi/AP 


Iranians walk past a missile during a rally marking the 40th anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
in Tehran, Iran, on Monday. 


By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Waving Ira¬ 
nian flags, chanting “Death to 
America” and burning US. and 
Israeli flags, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people poured out onto 
the streets across Iran on Monday, 
marking the date that’s consid¬ 
ered victory day in the country’s 
1979 Islamic Revolution. 

On Feb. 11 that year, Iran’s 
military stood down after days of 
street battles, allowing the revo¬ 
lutionaries to sweep across the 
country while the government 
of U.S.-backed Shah Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi resigned and the Is¬ 
lamic Republic was bom. 

In Tehran, crowds streamed 
in the rain from a dozen of the 
capital’s far-flung neighborhoods 
to mass in central Tehran Azadi, 
or Freedom Square, on Monday, 
waving Iranian flags and chant¬ 
ing “Death to America” — a 
chant that has been standard fare 
at anti-U.S. rallies across Iran. 

Chants of “Death to Israel” and 
“Death to Britain” followed, and 
demonstrators burned US. and 
Israeli flags. Iranian state TV, 
which said millions participated 
in the celebrations, ran archive 
footage of the days of the uprising 
and played revolutionary songs. 
It later broadcast footage show¬ 
ing crowds across this country of 
80 million. 

The 6-mile-long downtown 
Enghelab, or Revolution Street, in 
Tehran was decorated with huge 
balloons as loudspeakers blared 
out revolutionary and nationalist 
songs to encourage people to join 
the rallies. 

Every year, the anniversary fes¬ 
tivities start on Feb. 1 — the day 
Khomeini returned home from 
France after 14 years in exile to 
become the supreme leader as 
Shiite clerics took power — and 
continue for 10 days, climaxing 
on Feb. 11. 

This year’s anniversary comes 
as tensions rise with the United 
States and Iran grapples with the 
aftermath of President Donald 


Trump’s pullout last May from 
the 2015 nuclear deal between 
Iran and world powers and tough 
U.S. economic sanctions reim¬ 
posed in November. 

Speaking from a podium in 
central Tehran, Iranian Presi¬ 
dent Hassan Rouhani addressed 
the crowds for nearly 45 minutes, 
lashing out at Iran’s enemies — 
America and Israel — and claim¬ 
ing their efforts to “bring down” 
Iranians through sanctions will 
not succeed. 

“The presence of people in 
this celebration means that plots 
by the enemies ... have been 
defused,” Rouhani said. “They 
will not achieve their ill-omened 
aims.” 

In the backdrop to Monday’s 
marches, the military displayed 
Iran-made missiles, which au¬ 
thorities showcase every year 
during anniversary celebrations 


and which now have a range of 
up to 1,250 miles and are able 
to reach Israel and U.S. military 
bases in the region. 

“We do not and we will not ask 
permission for producing any 
type of missiles from anybody,” 
Rouhani said in his speech Mon¬ 
day, though he stressed that Iran 
would “continue constructive en¬ 
gagement” with the international 
community. 

Rouhani also promised the 
crowds that Iran would overcome 
the economic hardship amid 
the country’s spiraling econo¬ 
my and the newly imposed U.S. 
sanctions. 

Elsewhere, the head of the elite 
Quds Force of Iran’s powerful 
Revolutionary Guard, Gen. Qas- 
sem Soleimani, attended the rally 
in the southern city of Kerman. 

In Tehran, medical student 


Hossein Hosseinpour, 27, walked 
with his wife and their 18-month 
son, Amir Ali. He said he wanted 
to teach his son to support the 
revolution. “I see a bright future 
for him and our nation,” Hossein¬ 
pour said. 

Mahmoud Hemmati, 35, was 
pushing his mother, Parivash 
Fakheri, 68, in a wheelchair. 

“My mother, despite her ill¬ 
ness, asked me to bring her out,” 
he said. 

Fakheri, who was one of the 
revolutionaries on the streets of 
Tehran in 1979, said she would 
defend the revolution all over 
again. 

“I know there are many eco¬ 
nomic problems today, but that 
is something different from our 
revolution,” she said. “It has been 
moving forward over the past 40 
years and making Iran stronger.” 


Pompeo in Hungary; to warn about Russia, China 


By Matthew Lee 

Associated Press 

BUDAPEST, Hungary — U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
is in Hungary on the first leg of 
a five-nation European tour dur¬ 
ing which he will raise concerns 
about China and Russia’s grow¬ 
ing influence in Central Europe. 

Pompeo was meeting in Buda¬ 
pest on Monday with Hungary’s 
nationalist prime minister, Viktor 
Orban, and other senior officials 
to stress the importance of pro¬ 
moting democracy and the rule of 
law. The U.S. sees those as key to 
countering Russian and Chinese 
efforts to pull Hungary and other 
countries in the region away from 
the West and sow division in the 
European Union and NATO, of¬ 
ficials said. 


Pompeo will specifically point 
to Central Europe’s reliance on 
Russian energy and the presence 
of the Chinese high-tech telecom 
firm Huawei, particularly in 
Hungary, according to the offi¬ 
cials, who were not authorized to 
publicly discuss Pompeo’s travel 
and spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. 

U.S. officials are deeply trou¬ 
bled by Huawei’s expansion in 
Europe, especially in NATO 
member states where they be¬ 
lieve it poses significant informa¬ 
tion security threats. 

Pompeo will take the same 
message to his next stop, Slova¬ 
kia, on Tuesday before heading to 
Poland, where he will participate 
in a conference on the future of 
the Middle East expected to focus 
on Iran. He will wrap up the tour 


with brief stops in Belgium and 
Iceland. 

Ahead of Pompeo’s visits to 
Budapest and Bratislava, U.S. of¬ 
ficials said he hoped to reverse 
what they called a decade of U.S. 
disengagement in Central Europe 
that created a vacuum that Russia 
and China have exploited. Over 
the course of the past 10 years, 
the officials said, Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin and Chinese 
leaders have become much more 
aggressive in the region and made 
inroads. 

One official said Pompeo’s aim 
is to “wrong-foot the West’s rivals 
in places where they have gained 
bridgeheads.” 

President Donald Trump’s ad¬ 
ministration has made a point 
of reaching out to Orban, who 
shares Trump’s strong stance 


on limiting migration and has 
adopted increasingly authoritar¬ 
ian measures, including crack¬ 
ing down on the opposition, labor 
unions, independent media and 
academia. 

Orban’s fiery rhetoric against 
migrants and refusal to join a 
new European Union public pros¬ 
ecutor’s office focusing on fraud 
and corruption also have raised 
concerns. 

Human rights groups and oth¬ 
ers have lamented Pompeo’s 
plans to meet with Orban and 
urged him to take a strong stance 
against his worrisome policies. 

The U.S. officials defended the 
Budapest stop, saying it is impos¬ 
sible to promote U.S. positions 
and interests in Hungary effec¬ 
tively without meeting Orban. 
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OPINION 

More women running means fewer hurdles 


By Margaret Carlson 
Special to The Washington Post 

H ouse Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., whomped President 
Donald Trump and then ungra¬ 
ciously rubbed it in. At the State 
of the Union — which she had forced the 
president to reschedule — she leaned over 
and clapped in his face. 

Women running for president, take note. 
No one is asking whether the speaker is lik¬ 
able. They don’t do that when you win. And 
now that there are five of you, enough to 
field a basketball team, you shouldn’t give 
it another thought. Lose the happy face un¬ 
less you feel like it, raise your voice, argue 
a point, get called for charging the basket 
and, yes, persist. Each of you has policies, 
foreign and domestic, to attract support 
— or not. There are funds to be raised, 
campaigns to be run, debates to crush and 
votes to get out. There are too many of you 
— more of you at the moment than men 
— to clear a hurdle men don’t have to. Your 
standard male member of Congress is pre¬ 
sumed to be qualified without the added 
requirement that he be likable. So are you. 

As the Year of the Woman gives way to 
the Year of Many Women, the female can¬ 
didates are woke to the ways in which they 
are required to pass a test they shouldn’t 
have to take in the first place. How sexist 
to hammer away at Hillary Clinton’s voice, 
her wardrobe, her hair (as opposed to the 
most bizarre pile of fur atop a head any¬ 
where). Already, the last campaign is from 
another era: before #MeToo and Time’s 
Up; before millions of women marched, 
organized and voted; before they knew the 
damage a misogynistic president could do 
to women’s health, pay and reproductive 
rights. No one thought a U.S. president 
would orphan children to make a point 


about his wall. 

A USA Today/Suffolk poll published 
in September found that the percentage 
of voters who would prefer to vote for a 
woman as an antidote to the mess we’re in 
was more than twice as high as the num¬ 
ber who would vote for a male candidate. 
November followed and brought the larg¬ 
est midterm landslide in 44 years, driven 
by women. More than 100 of them arrived 
in Congress, and, if you’ve been watching, 
they’re not all that worried about whether 
you like them. 

One sign that the female body politic is 
rejecting the additional burden is how Min¬ 
nesota Nice Sen. Amy Klobuchar, a Demo¬ 
crat, responded to the charge that she’s 
a mean boss. She may well be. They’re a 
dime a dozen on Capitol Hill, and they’re 
usually called men. The criticism is partly 
based on a survey of staff turnover from 
2001 to 2016 that placed Klobuchar first on 
the top 10 list, which contained six other fe¬ 
male members. So when women constitut¬ 
ed less than a quarter of the chamber, they 
made up 70 percent of the “worst bosses.” 
Please. 

That doesn’t mean Klobuchar shouldn’t 
have to answer valid criticism, just that she 
shouldn’t do it with her blueberry muffin 
recipe. A double standard doesn’t vanish 
in a day. Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif, 
the tough lawyer out of Oakland, sent out 
a picture of her homemade cornbread on 
Thanksgiving and a video of her chair¬ 
dancing to Cardi B. Sen. Kirsten Gilli- 
brand, D-N.Y, perhaps remembering that 
Clinton won New Hampshire after tearing 
up in a coffee shop, choked up when telling 
the story of a young woman’s death to ex¬ 
plain her change of heart from an upstate 
New York gung-ho gun advocate to a blue 
state gung-ho gun control advocate. The 


most determined L-factor prebuttal came 
from Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., who 
announced she was announcing with a 
video made in her kitchen, popping a beer 
with her husband just a little too self-con¬ 
sciously for comfort. 

There are reasons not to support War¬ 
ren for president — if you prefer corporate 
rights to consumer rights, for instance 
— but it shouldn’t be because she wouldn’t 
win the Miss Congeniality portion of the 
contest. No one’s asking that of Sen. Cory 
Booker, D-N.J., or former Vice President 
Joe Biden or Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio. 
They don’t have to come across as cool, 
calm and confident enough to be trusted 
with the nuclear codes but beta enough not 
to threaten the male alphas. On TV, Madam 
Secretary always manages that hat trick. 
In real life, see Clinton, above. 

In 2016, the nonpartisan Barbara Lee 
Family Foundation found that striving to 
be likable is a zero-sum game; it doesn’t 
reinforce the qualities that make you fit 
to sit behind the desk in the Oval Office. 
The last vestige of it will fade when women 
challenge one another on issues. When we 
watch Gillibrand take issue with Warren 
on her plans to break up New York banks; 
when Harris, a former California attorney 
general and Klobuchar, the former district 
attorney of Hennepin County, compare 
crime bills; when Warren and Harris go at 
it over their tax reform. 

One sure thing: No one can say this time, 
“I’m fine with a woman being president; 
there’s just something not right about this 
woman being president.” In this field, 
there’s no “this woman.” It’s these women. 
Count them. Get used to it, guys. And smile 
while you’re at it. 

Margaret Carlson writes a weekly column for The 
Daily Beast. 


Green New Deal has some seeing only red ink 


By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump, during 
his State of the Union address, 
marked the turf on which he wants 
to fight for re-election. Daring the 
Democrats to veer hard to the left, he de¬ 
clared that “America will never be a so¬ 
cialist country.” Game on, answered Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y, the 
freshman dynamo who has energized her 
party’s Twitter base. 

Though at 29 she’s too young to be the 
2020 candidate against Trump, Ocasio- 
Cortez seeks to define the Democratic plat¬ 
form for the eventual nominee, whoever it 
is. To that end, she unveiled her vision for 
a “Green New Deal,” which promises not 
only an energy revolution of unprecedent¬ 
ed scale, but also government-guaranteed 
jobs, wages, housing, vacations, nutritious 
menus, family leave and health care. As a 
proposed nonbinding resolution, the idea is 
in its symbolic stage, but what it symbol¬ 
izes is way to the left of Denmark. 

Socialism. It is to politics as New Year’s 
resolutions are to waistlines. No matter 
how reliably it fails, believers insist it will 
work next time. Sweden can swear off fad 
diets. Zimbabwe can flop like a week-old 
ThighMaster. There will always be social¬ 
ists to insist they just need another shot. 

Thus, some 25 years ago, after the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union and the debacle at 
Tiananmen Square, when socialism at last 
seemed thoroughly discredited, a friend 
from the academy noted that the only 
Marxists left were tenured faculty on U.S. 
campuses. It has turned out to be a fruitful 
remnant. Given a quarter-century to in¬ 
culcate the nation’s youth, this professori¬ 
ate has raised a Democratic Party in which 


socialism is more popular than capitalism, 
according to a recent Gallup poll. 

Intriguingly, one data point motivating 
today’s young leftists is the student-loan 
debt they’ve been saddled with — money 
they borrowed to pay the rising cost of hav¬ 
ing their brains washed. But the comfort¬ 
ably tenured radicals of the United States’ 
luxurious universities have not done 
their work alone. They’ve been helped by 
corrupt keepers of the capitalist flame: 
monopolists, rent-seekers and market ma¬ 
nipulators who gave the world the Great 
Recession and demanded big tax cuts for 
their trouble. With friends like these, Adam 
Smith might say, who needs enemies? 

Still, some older Democrats are wary of 
tacking too far to port in Ocasio-Cortez’s 
armada. They bear scars of past cam¬ 
paigns when even the mild label “liberal” 
spelled doom. They believe the path to vic¬ 
tory lies somewhere in the center, and the 
sputtering of left-wing candidates lends 
confirmation. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
for example, is a Green New Deal propo¬ 
nent, yet he appears helpless to stop the 
erosion of his support. Sen. Elizabeth War¬ 
ren, D-Mass., is another champion of the 
Deal, but is seemingly trapped in the weird 
web of her imaginary Cherokee heritage. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, 
pretended to forget the name of Ocasio- 
Cortez’s manifesto, referring to it, with 
airy dismissiveness, as “the green dream, 
or whatever they call it.” 

By their abundant pragmatism, these el¬ 
ders show they haven’t digested the lessons 
of 2016. Ocasio-Cortez clearly has. Politics 
in the age of Trump (and the age of social 
media) rewards the outsize gesture, the 
hyperbolic performance. Democrats with 
big dreams — especially the urgent dream 
of action on climate change — refuse to be 


the only ones held to the reality standard. If 
Trump can promise a 2,000-mile wall cov¬ 
ered with solar panels that Mexico will pay 
for, then they’ll promise to eliminate fossil 
fuels in 10 years while ending poverty and 
putting a kale salad on every plate. 

The goal is to whip voters into camps 
rather than lure them into coalitions. 

Which brings us to the common ground 
that Trump shares with Ocasio-Cortez: 
Neither one believes in budgets. Central 
to the Green New Deal is a formulation 
known as modern monetary theory, which 
holds that the spending power of a sover¬ 
eign government is limited only by its pro¬ 
ductive resources. Trump’s fiscal insanity 
— massive spending along with pleas for 
lower interest rates — is modern monetary 
theory in all but name, and his trillion-dol- 
lar deficits are inspirational for the authors 
of the Green New Deal. 

For today’s left-wing Democrats, the the¬ 
ory promises to answer the critique made 
famous by the late British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. The problem with so¬ 
cialism, Thatcher said from experience, is 
“you eventually run out of other people’s 
money.” Modern monetary theory says 
simply: Print some more. 

Even the theory gurus agree, however, 
that printing more money can lead to infla¬ 
tion, and enough inflation can turn a rich 
country into Venezuela. The mantra of the 
Green New Dealers — that “deficits don’t 
matter” — is only true until it isn’t. 

Could it be that Trump’s reckless spend¬ 
ing and his feckless Republican enablers 
will doom Democratic firebrands to live in 
the real world? Seems unfair. But the U.S. 
needs at least one party of reality. 

David Von Drehle is a Washington Post columnist. 
Fie Is the author of “Rise to Greatness: Abraham 
Lincoln and America’s Most Perilous Year.” 
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Don Knight, The (Anderson, Ind.) Herald-Bulletin/AP 


Game night for Raider Rowdies 

Shenandoah High School’s Raider Rowdies student section cheers a 3-point basket Friday as the Raiders hosted the Lapel Bulldogs in 
Middletown, Ind. The students picked a beach theme for the night. 


Court revives dispute 
over $100,000 Porsche 

H^l OKEMOS — Was a 
ITII $100,000 Porsche a 
lemon? The Michigan appeals 
court says a Kent County woman 
will get a second chance to make 
her case with a jury. 

Jane Meyering bought a new 
Porsche Cayenne in 2015, but she 
sued after having problems with 
the heating and cooling system. 

The appeals court says an 
Ingham County judge wrongly 
disregarded Meyering’s trial 
testimony and ruled in favor of 
Porsche North America. The 
court says the jury should have 
settled the dispute. 

In Michigan, a car manufac¬ 
turer can be forced to buy back 
or replace a new vehicle if it’s not 
fixed after repeated attempts. 

High school imposes 
basketball fan rules 

KIIWI CARLSBAD — A 
1^ I w I southeastern New 
Mexico high school has imposed 
crowd restrictions after improper 
behavior from student fans. 

The Carlsbad Current-Argus 
reported that Carlsbad High 
School Athletic Director James 
Johns announced last week he 
was barring students from sitting 
on the bottom row of the bleach¬ 
ers during games. 

The move came after several 
students were escorted from a 
Jan. 29 game and a Feb. 1 game 
because of unruly behavior to¬ 
ward opposing teams. 

Police wouldn’t arrest 
wanted man without ID 

I A NEW ORLEANS — A 
Louisiana man found 
out that turning himself in on a 
second-degree murder warrant 
in New Orleans wasn’t as easy as 
he thought it would be. 

Frank Sams Jr., 25, spent near¬ 
ly an hour Wednesday pleading 
with police to arrest him before 
they did, an attorney said. 

Sams hoped to start the process 
of fighting the murder charge, but 
lawyer Kelly Orians said depu¬ 
ties refused to process Sams be¬ 
cause he didn’t have a state ID on 
him, The New Orleans Advocate 
reported. 

The impasse ended after Ori¬ 
ans produced a copy of a news ar¬ 
ticle that featured Sams’ picture 
and noted that he was wanted for 
second-degree murder in con¬ 
nection with the fatal shooting of 
a gas station clerk in September. 

Man suspected of 
impersonating officer 

^ A LOS ANGELES — A 
man who authorities 
say was recorded antagonizing 
demonstrators during a Black 
Lives Matter protest in January 
has been arrested on suspicion of 
impersonating a police officer. 

Daniel Sohn, 36, was arrested 
Friday by Los Angeles County 
sheriff’s deputies after they no¬ 
ticed he was wearing a shirt with 
the Los Angeles Police Depart¬ 
ment logo and recognized him as 
the man in the video, authorities 
said in a press release. 


The video posted on social 
media last month shows an Asian 
man who appears to be wear¬ 
ing the same shirt and chanting 
“white power” to people protest¬ 
ing the fatal shooting in October 
of an unarmed black man by an 
LAPD officer inside a gym. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Joana War¬ 
ren said Sohn told the deputies 
he regularly poses as an officer to 
get respect. 

House call turns into 
horse call for police 

AA ly INVER GROVE 
IVI HEIGHTS — Au¬ 
thorities said a suburban Minne¬ 
apolis resident reported a strange 
intruder in her basement. It was 
a horse. 

Inver Grove Heights police ar¬ 
rived at the woman’s home late 
Friday night to find a pale-col¬ 
ored horse walking through vari¬ 
ous rooms as officers watched 
from outside. 

Police Sgt. Adam Wiederhoeft 
said it isn’t clear how the horse 
got into the house, but that the an¬ 
imal’s owner came to remove it. 

2 charged with stealing 
safe from an office 

AA p PORTLAND — Two 
I w I b Maine men are 
charged with stealing a safe con¬ 


taining more than $10,000 in cash 
and checks from a Spectrum of¬ 
fice in Portland in December. 

Police said Michael Luchini, 
33, of Ellsworth, and Matthew 
Smart, 39, of Southwest Harbor, 
each face one count of burglary 
and theft. 

Police believe the men pried 
open several doors and wheeled 
the safe outside before cutting a 
hole to access the contents. 

Woman uses baseball 
bat to protest no patty 

ly Y YORK — A 

1 ^ 1 woman who couldn’t 
get a beef patty at a favorite New 
York eatery used a baseball bat in 
protest. 

On Saturday, police released 
surveillance video of the woman 
in action in the Bronx — smash¬ 
ing a restaurant’s windows after 
learning the eatery had run out of 
her favorite food. 

Police said the woman at the 
Back Home restaurant in the 
Morrisania neighborhood came 
in on Jan. 15 and ordered a patty. 
She was told they’d run out and 
she got upset. 

Authorities said she left and 
came back to the Jamaican res¬ 
taurant with the bat. The video 
shows a woman bashing in two 
windows. 


Man facing bigamy 
charges misses court 

hi U DOVER — A Maine 
1^ man facing bigamy 
charges faces arrest after missing 
a court date in New Hampshire. 

Michael Middleton, 43, is ac¬ 
cused of marrying a New Hamp¬ 
shire woman while also being 
married to women in Georgia and 
Alabama. 

The Journal Tribune in Bid- 
deford, Maine, reported that 
Middleton never showed up for 
his arraignment Thursday in 
Strafford County Superior Court 
in Dover. 

The New Hampshire wife, 
Alicia Grant, of Exeter, said 
Middleton made her feel like he 
cared about her but eventually 
scammed her out of $20,000. Po¬ 
lice said he also scammed other 
women after marrying them. 

Employee dies as wind 
topples smokers’ shed 

n A ALTOONA — Authori- 
ties said a woman was 
killed when high winds tipped a 
temporary shed on top of her out¬ 
side a Pennsylvania workplace. 

The Altoona fire department 
and Blair County coroner said 
Tammy Hockenberry, 47, was 
smoking outside Blair Companies 
Millwork and Fixtures about 8:30 


a.m. Friday. Officials said the 
wooden structure that served as a 
smokers hut and under which she 
and a male co-worker were stand¬ 
ing was hit by a gust of wind and 
toppled onto them. 

Coroner Patricia Ross said 
Hockenberry died of blunt force 
trauma. The man was in stable 
condition at UPMC Altoona with 
leg and ankle injuries. 

Group seeks to revive 
Punkin Chunkin event 

1^ P DOVER — The arga¬ 
li b nizers of a dormant 
pumpkin-launching competition 
want to revive the annual event 
in Delaware. The event stopped 
after a cannon malfunctioned 
in 2016 and critically injured a 
woman. 

The Daily Times in Salisbury, 
Md., reported that organizers for 
the annual Punkin Chunkin event 
made the announcement on Face- 
book on Friday. 

World Punkin Chunkin Cham¬ 
pionship organizers said they’re 
looking for a new event location. 

The nonprofit was embroiled in 
a lawsuit after a woman suffered 
critical injuries in 2016. The trap 
door of an air cannon exploded 
and struck her head. 

A judge later dismissed the 
case. 

From wire reports 
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FACES _ 

Rap artists, women have their day 



From left: Lady Gaga, Jada Pinkett Smith, Alicia Keys, Michelle Obama and Jennifer Lopez say what 
music means to each of them at the Grammy Awards on Sunday in Los Angeles. 



Kacey Musgraves Lady Gaga Brandi Carlile 


Childish Gambino, 
Musgraves take 
4 Grammys each 

By David Bauder 

Associated Press 

Rap artists and women have 
both felt shunned by the Gram¬ 
my Awards in recent years. But 
this year, they took center stage. 

Childish Gambino’s disturbing 
look at race relations, “This Is 
America,” won record and song 
of the year on Sunday’s telecast. 
It was the first time a rap-based 
song won both of those awards, 
considered — with album of the 
year — the recording industry’s 
most prestigious. 

Kacey Musgraves won top 
album and matched Childish 
Gambino with four Grammys 
total. A year after many women 
felt left out of the Grammy tele¬ 
cast, they delivered the night’s 
most memorable performances. 
The best new artist winner, Brit¬ 
ish singer Dua Lipa, also cast 
mgjor shade on the outgoing re¬ 
cording academy president. 

Lady Gaga and Brandi Car¬ 
lile won three Grammys apiece, 
and former First Lady Michelle 
Obama was a surprise guest 
at the top of the show in Los 
Angeles. 

Childish Gambino, the stage 
name of actor Donald Glover, and 
another prominent rap nominee, 
Kendrick Lamar, both declined 
invitations to perform or attend. 
Some rap artists feel the Gram¬ 
mys have been slow to recognize 
how the genre now dominates 
popular music. 

Cardi B became the first solo 
female to win best rap album, al¬ 
though Lauryn Hill was the lead 
singer of the Fugees, which won 
the same award in 1997. 

Cardi B’s rendition of “Money” 
was among the night’s per¬ 
formance highlights. Janelle 
Monae delivered a smoking ver¬ 
sion of her hit “Make Me Feel”; 


St. Vincent and Dua Lipa’s duet 
on “Masseduction” was steamy; 
H.E.R. turned heads with “Hard 
Place”; and Carlile sang an in¬ 
spired version of “The Joke.” 

Being part of a big night for 
women was huge to her, Carlile 
said backstage after the show. 

“I’m a kid from the ’90s and 
Lilith Fair, you know, and those 
women were just dominat¬ 
ing those platforms,” she said. 
“They were dominating those 
arena and amphitheater stages. 
They were getting record deals. 
They were becoming record ex¬ 
ecutives themselves. They com¬ 
pletely controlled the airwaves. 
They were on the radio. And to 
watch that backslide for the last 
20 years has been heartbreak¬ 
ing. Tonight, it gives me hope.” 

When Dua Lipa accepted her 
best new artist award, she point¬ 


edly said, “I guess this year we 
really stepped up.” 

That was a reference to out¬ 
going Recording Academy CEO 
Neil Portnow, who said women 
needed to “step up” when he was 
asked about the lack of women 
in top categories in 2018. He 
later acknowledged it was a poor 
choice of words. 

Yet Dua Lipa was rewarded by 
having her acceptance speech 
cut off mid-sentence. A few other 
artists were also hustled off the 
stage, and the show seemed 
rushed at the end. 

Drake’s appearance to accept 
the Grammy when “God’s Plan” 
won best rap song was a surprise 
because he’s not big on award 
shows. 

He reminded fellow artists 
that awards are based on the 
subjective views of others, and 


aren’t contests in which there 
are clear winners and losers. 

“You’ve already won if you 
have people who are singing your 
songs word for word, if you’re a 
hero in your hometown. Look, if 
there are people who have regu¬ 
lar jobs who are coming out in 
the rain and the snow, spending 
their hard-earned money to buy 
tickets to come to your shows, 
you don’t need this right here. I 
promise you. You already won,” 
he said. 

Musgraves picked up album 
of the year for “Golden Hour,” 
which is labeled country but had 
wider appeal. 

“I never dreamed that this 
record would be met with such 
love, such warmth, such positiv¬ 
ity,” said Musgraves, who per¬ 
formed a stately version of her 
song “Rainbow.” 


Selected Grammy winners 

Album of the year 

“Golden Hour,” Kacey Musgraves 

Record of the year 

“This Is America,” Childish Gambino 

Song of the year 

“This Is America,” Childish Gambino and Ludwig 
Goransson 

Best rap/sung performance 

“This Is America,” Childish Gambino 

Best music video 

“This Is America,” Childish Gambino 

Best rap album 

“Invasion of Privacy,” Cardi B 

Best rap song 

“God’s Plan,” Drake 

Best new artist 

Dua Lipa 

Best country album 

“Golden Hour,” Kacey Musgraves 

Best pop duo/group performance 

“Shallow,” Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper 

Best pop vocal album 

“Sweetener,” Ariana Grande 

Best pop solo performance 

“Joanne (Where Do You Think You’re Coin’?),” 

Lady Gaga 

Best R&B album 

“H.E.R.,” H.E.R. 

Best R&B song 

“Boo’d Up,” Ella Mai, DJ Mustard, Larrance 

Dopson and Joelle James 

Best R&B performance 

“Best Part,” H.E.R. featuring Daniel Caesar 

Producer of the year, non-classical 

Pharrell Williams 

Best rap performance: (tie) 

“King’s Dead,” Kendrick Lamar, Jay Rock, Euture 

and James Blake; “Bubblin,” Anderson.Paak 

Best urban contemporary album 

“Everything Is Love,” The Carters 

Best traditional pop vocal album 

“My Way,” Willie Nelson 

Best rock song 

“Masseduction,” St. Vincent 

Best rock album 

“Erom the Eires,” Greta Van Eleet 

Best rock performance 

“When Bad Does Good,” Chris Cornell 

Best dance recording 

“Electricity,” Silk City and Dua Lipa featuring 
Dipio and Mark Ronson 

Best country song 

“Space Cowboy,” Kacey Musgraves (Luke Laird, 
Shane McAnally and Kacey Musgraves) 

Best reggae album 

“44/876,” Sting & Shaggy 

Best country solo performance 

“Butterflies,” Kacey Musgraves 

Best duo/group country performance 

“Tequila,” Dan + Shay 

Best jazz vocal album 

“The Window,” Cecile McLorin Salvant 

Best alternative music album 

“Colors,” Beck 

Best comedy album 

“Equanimity & the Bird Revelation,” 

Dave Chappelle 

Best Latin pop album 

“Sincera,” Claudia Brant 

Best spoken word album 

“Eaith — A Journey for All,” Jimmy Carter 

Best folk album 

“All Ashore,” Punch Brothers 

Best contemporary Christian music album 

“Look Up Child,” Lauren Daigle 

Best musical theater album 

“The Band’s Visit” 

Best American roots song 

“The Joke,” Brandi Carlile 

Best American roots performance 

“The Joke,” Brandi Carlile 

Best Americana album 

“By the Way, I Eorgive You,” Brandi Carlile 

Best gospel album 

“Hiding Place,” Tori Kelly 

Best contemporary Christian music 

performance/song 

“You Say,” Lauren Daigle 

Best world music album 

“Ereedom,” Soweto Gospel Choir 

Best compilation soundtrack for visual media 

“The Greatest Showman” 

Best score soundtrack for visual media 
“Black Panther” 

Best song written for visual media 
“Shallow,” from “A Star Is Born” 

Best traditional blues album 

“The Blues Is Alive and Well,” Buddy Guy 

Best music film 

“Quincy” 

Best boxed or special limited edition package 

“Squeeze Box: The Complete Works of ‘Weird 
Al’ Yankovic” 

— Erom The Associated Press; 
complete list of winners at grammy.com 


‘The Favourite,’ ‘Roma’ big BAFTA winners 


Associated Press 

Tragicomic royal drama “The Favourite” 
and Mexican family memoir “Roma” split 
the honors with multiple wins each at Sun¬ 
day’s British Academy Film Awards — vic¬ 
tories that suggest a wind of change may be 
blowing through the movie industry. 

“The Favourite” won seven trophies in¬ 
cluding best British film and best actress 
for Olivia Colman, who plays Britain’s 18th 
century Queen Anne in the female-centric 
drama. 

Alfonso Cuaron’s “Roma,” which centers 
on the nanny to a middle-class Mexico City 
family, took prizes for best picture, director, 
cinematography and foreign-language film. 

Director Yorgos Lanthimos’ “The Favou¬ 
rite” snapped up the outstanding British film 
and screenplay awards as well as prizes for 
its opulent production design, its extravagant 
costumes, larger-than-life hair and makeup 
and the performances of Colman and sup¬ 


porting actress Rachel Weisz. 

The best-actor trophy went to Rami Malek 
for his electric turn as Queen front man 
Freddie Mercury in “Bohemian Rhapsody.” 

Mahershala Ali was named best support¬ 
ing actor as a concert pianist touring the 
1960s Deep South in “Green Book.” 

Other winners included Spike Lee’s 
“BlacKkKlansman” for best adapted screen¬ 
play and the Bradley Cooper-directed “A 
Star is Born” for music. 

‘Lego Movie 2 ’ opens No. 1, 
but short of expectations 

“The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part” 
was easily the weekend’s top ticket-seller 
in theaters over the weekend, but the film’s 
estimated $35 million haul came well shy of 
expectations. 

The animated sequel had been forecast 
to open with around $50 million. Instead, it 


debuted with about half the $69 million the 
2014 original did, despite good reviews and 
an A-minus CinemaScore. 

In second was “What Men What,” star¬ 
ring Tar^i P. Henson in a loose remake of 
the 2000 Mel Gibson comedy. It opened with 
$19 million. 

The Liam Neeson thriller “Cold Pursuit” 
debuted with $10.8 million. 

Other news 

■ Lindsey Buckingham underwent open 
heart surgery that left the former Fleetwood 
Mac guitarist with damaged vocal cords. 
Buckingham’s publicist said in a statement 
Feb. 8 that he experienced chest pains last 
week and was taken to the hospital where he 
had the life-saving procedure. Buckingham 
is recovering at home with his family. The 
69-year-old rocker’s wife, Kristen Bucking¬ 
ham, said on social media that it’s unclear if 
the damage after the surgery is permanent. 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



2019 TourX is a versatile, roomy wagon 


By Emma Jayne Williams 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

B uick introduced a luxury station 
wagon version of the Regal sedan 
in 2018, the Regal TourX, which 
went on to boost sales of the Regal 

lineup. 

For 2019, the five-passenger TourX comes 
in three trims—base TourX ($29,070), Pre¬ 
ferred ($32,670) and Essence ($35,070). It’s 
identical to the 2018 model, with one small 
change: An ionizing cabin air cleaner has 
been added to the Essence trim. 

All trims are powered by a 250-horse- 
power 2.0-liter turbo four-cylinder engine, 
connected to an eight-speed automatic 
transmission with manual mode using the 
shifter. 

Also standard on all trims is intelligent 
all-wheel drive. I-AWD with active twin 
clutch sends power to the wheels with the 
most grip to maximize traction on slippery 
roads and improve cornering and accelera¬ 
tion on dry roads. 

TourX is designed for adventure, with 
rugged styling and purposeful features. 
Custom black cladding surrounds 18-inch 
machine-faced aluminum wheels with dark 
painted pockets, wearing all-season black- 
wall tires. The wheels are designed to re¬ 
duce road noise on most surfaces, while the 
cladding protects the vehicle from rocks 
and debris. TourX comes with a tire seal¬ 
ant and inflator kit in place of a spare tire. 

Halogen headlights had signature LED 
daytime running lights, a flash-to-pass 
feature and automatic headlight-leveling 
system. LED taillights also had LED signa¬ 
ture lighting, and the heated auto-dimming 


driver’s side mirror had a memory setting. 

A hands-free programmable power lift- 
gate featured an LED Buick logo indicat¬ 
ing where to swipe a foot to open the cargo 
area. With the 40/20/40 split rear seatbacks 
folded flat, the cargo area would hold up 
to 73.5 cubic feet of camping equipment, 
luggage, flea market finds, DIY supplies 
— whatever you need to haul. 

My Essence had a heated, leather- 
wrapped, manual tilt/telescoping steering 
wheel with controls for audio, phone, voice 


2019 Buick Regal TourX 



Base price: $29,070-$35,070 

Price as tested: $37,195 (including freight 

and options) 

Powertrain: 2.0-liter turbo DOHC four- 
cylinder SIDI with variable valve timing 
Transmission: Eight-speed automatic 
Power/torque: 250 horsepower/295 
foot-pounds 

EPA fuel economy rating: 21 mpg city/29 
highway/24 combined 

TNS 


recognition and cruise. 

Remote start with programmable tem¬ 
perature meant I could warm the interior 
before running out into the cold. The sys¬ 
tem locks the doors and turns on the park¬ 
ing lights while the engine is running. 

Dual-zone automatic climate control 
had rear air vents and air filtration/ionizer 
to purify the air inside. Ambient interior 
lighting was welcoming on foggy morn¬ 
ings. Entry was keyless, and upon exiting, 
the system locked all doors automatically. 

A 4.2-inch multi-color driver-informa¬ 
tion screen — between the tachometer and 
speedometer — provided key information 
such as fuel range, tire pressure, oil life, 
warnings (such as rear seat reminder and 
weather alerts), audio information and 
more. 

Buick’s infotainment system, with an 
8-inch high-resolution color touch screen 
tucked under the lip of the dash, had Siri 
EyesFree and natural voice recognition for 
radio and phone, Bluetooth audio stream¬ 
ing, USB/auxiliary ports, in-vehicle apps, 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto capabil¬ 
ity, and personalization capability using 
third-party apps. Two charging USB ports 
were on the back of the center console for 
rear passengers’ convenience. 

My TourX had OnStar, Buick Connect¬ 
ed Services and a built-in 4G LTE Wi-Fi 
hotspot. 

Buick Smart Driver is a driving improve¬ 
ment system, designed to gather, analyze, 
and display driving-related information 
such as hard braking/acceleration events, 
high-speed driving, late night driving and 
average mph and fuel economy. 

The MyBuick app allows the driver to 


start and stop the engine, lock and unlock 
the doors, check tire pressure and get real¬ 
time diagnostics from almost anywhere 
using a mobile device. 

The standard Stabilitrak electronic sta¬ 
bility control system with traction control 
provided confidence on wet/icy roads by 
adjusting the brakes and engine torque 
when it sensed a loss of traction barely no¬ 
ticeable to the driver. 

Front air bags had a passenger sens¬ 
ing system to automatically switch off the 
front passenger and knee air bags if the 
seat is unoccupied. Knee air bags help re¬ 
duce the risk of leg injury in moderate to 
severe frontal impacts, while seat-mounted 
side-impact air bags (front and rear) and 
head-curtain air bags protect passengers 
in side-impact and rollover crashes. 

Teen Driver was standard for my Buick 
TourX Essence. The system allows parents 
to activate a specific key fob to help coach 
a new driver’s behaviors behind the wheel 
by setting a speed warning, limiting speed, 
limiting audio volume/muting audio until 
driver and front passenger seatbelts are 
fastened, and defaulting available safety 
features to “ON” (they cannot be turned off 
as long as the designated key fob is in use). 
Parents/owners can access an in-vehicle re¬ 
port card to track the teen’s performance. 

Buick TourX is versatile for everyday 
use or weekend adventures. Although 
it’s equipped with all-wheel drive, the 
low ground clearance would limit TourX 
to well-maintained dirt or gravel roads 
(camping, fishing, sightseeing) rather than 
real off-road fun. TourX is attractive and 
sporty, with subtle bright touches and side 
creases. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Shrinking tax refunds could 
shock miilions of Americans 


By Heather Long 

The Washington Post 

Millions of Americans filling 
out their 2018 taxes will probably 
be surprised to learn that their re¬ 
fund will be less than expected or 
that they owe money to the Inter¬ 
nal Revenue Service after years of 
receiving refunds. 

People have taken to social 
media, using the #GOPTaxS- 
cam, to vent their anger. Many are 
blaming President Donald Trump 
and Republicans for their shrink¬ 
ing refund. Some on Twitter have 
even said they voted for Trump 
but won’t do so again after seeing 
their refund slashed. 

The uproar comes after Trump 
and congressional Repubhcans 
passed a m^or overhaul of the tax 
code in December 2017, the big¬ 
gest legislative achievement of the 
president’s first year. While the 
vast m^ority of Americans did 
get a tax cut in 2018, refunds are 
a different matter. 

Some refunds have decreased 
because of the changes in the tax 
code made by the law, such as a 
new limit on property and local 
income tax deductions, and some 
have decreased because of how 
the IRS has altered withholding in 
paychecks. 

John Prugh, 39, of Ewing Town¬ 
ship, N. J., was irate when he com¬ 
pleted his 2018 tax return this 
month and discovered his refund 
would be $3,000 less than what he 
received last year. Prugh consid¬ 
ers himself “sohdly middle class.” 

Prugh is a manager at a Barnes 
& Noble Bookstore, and his wife 
works for the state government. 
They have two children. Prugh 
said he had no reason to think 
their tax situation would change 


this year, since he and his wife 
have lived in the same house for 
years and have received about the 
same pay in their jobs and have 
two kids. 

“It totally feels like a scam,” 
said Prugh, who did not vote for 
Trump. “I did still get a small re¬ 
fund, but compared to what I was 
expecting from previous years, it 
was shock.” 

The average tax refund check is 
down 8 percent, or $170, this year 
from last, the 
IRS reported 

I 'it totally 
feels like a people recelv- 
SCam ^ ^ refund 

has dropped 
John Prugh by almost a 
taxpayer in Ewing quarter. 
Township, N.J. An IRS 
spokesman 
said not to 
read much into this early data 
because it reflects only returns 
processed through Feb. 1, and 
the partial government shutdown 
caused some delays in processing 
filings. 

The early data can shift around 
a lot, tax experts say, but there’s 
reason to beheve frustrations 
could rise as more Americans 
complete their tax returns. The 
Government Accountabihty Of¬ 
fice warned last summer that the 
number of tax filers who receive 
refunds was likely to drop for the 
2018 tax year and the number of 
filers who owe money would rise. 

The GAO pointed to an IRS 
estimate that about 4.6 million 
fewer filers would receive refunds 
this tax fihng season. Another 4.6 
million filers were likely to owe 
money who hadn’t had that expe¬ 
rience in the past. 


Many Americans may confuse 
their small refund as a sign that 
they paid more in taxes as a result 
of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Gen¬ 
erally, that is not true. 

According to the Tax Pohcy Cen¬ 
ter, 80 percent of filers received a 
tax cut and about 5 percent wound 
up paying more in federal income 
taxes. The tax cuts showed up in 
fatter weekly or biweekly pay- 
checks for most Americans, but 
few people noticed, according to 
polling. 

“There’s a difference between 
taxes and your refund,” said Jo¬ 
seph Rosenberg, a senior research 
associate at the Urban-Brookings 
Tax Policy Center at the Urban 
Institute. “People generally got 
a piece of their tax cut last year 
gradually in the form of lower 
withholding on their paychecks.” 

What happened to many fami- 
hes is they received a tax cut, 
but their refund is smaller this 
year because the IRS made mqjor 
changes to the “withholding ta¬ 
bles” — the amount the federal 
government recommends taking 
out of your paycheck for federal 
income taxes — because of the 
new tax law. 

The IRS was trying to set with¬ 
holding levels so that more people 
would pay the correct amount of 
taxes, meaning they neither owe 
anything to the IRS at the end of 
the year nor receive a refund. 

“Getting a tax refund means 
that you gave the government an 
interest-free loan because you 
overpaid your taxes,” said Ni¬ 
cole Kaeding, director of Federal 
Projects at the Tax Foundation, a 
right-leaning think thank. 

But many Americans prefer 
refunds, even though personal fi¬ 
nance experts say it’s not a wise 



idea to get one. “It’s a mystery why 
taxpayers seem to be comfortable 
— and even happy — with getting 
refund checks,” said Rosenberg. 

In recent years, about 75 per¬ 
cent of filers received refunds. 
Many Americans appear to like 
getting a refund because they feel 
that if they received an extra $20 
to $40 a week, they would spend it. 
But when they get a one-time re¬ 
fund of $1,000 to $2,000, they put 
it toward paying off credit card 
debt, paying down a mortgage or 
saving for retirement. 

“I am really frustrated with my 
refund this year. I was expecting 
good chunk of change. I was going 
to put it toward buying a car,” 
said Sal Ramirez, 20, a packaging 
designer in San Gabriel Valley, 
Cahf 

He earns $45,000 and said he 
received a refund last year of over 
$1,200 because he puts zero with¬ 
holding on his W-4 form at work. 

Ramirez just got his refund 
from the IRS and it’s only $900 
this year, likely because of chang¬ 
es to the withholding tables. 

The refund situation marks the 
latest potential trouble for Repub¬ 
hcans over their tax bill. They 
argued it would be a pohtical win¬ 
ner, but it has consistently polled 
poorly. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb-12). 

--$1-1609 

Dollar buys (Feb. 12). 

British pound (Feb. 12). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 12). 

South Korean won (Feb. 12). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

..€0.8614 
$1 32 

.107.00 

1,096.00 

....0.3769 

British pound. 

Canada iDollan . 

..$1.2875 

....1.3294 

Denmark (Krone).6.6100 

Egypt (Pound).17.6092 

Flirn.1:1.1292/0 8866 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel iShPkel) 

Japan (Yen). 

....7.8481 
....283.25 
....3.6464 
--110-40 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

....0.3039 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

....8.6912 

.52.13 

.3.83 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

....3.7502 

....1.3597 

.1,125.64 

....1.0042 



(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

.5.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

3-m( thbill. 

.3.00 

2 40 

2 36 
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AHAB’S WCLL-fAEANlNG AUNTIE 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Havana’s land 
5 For each 
8 — Valley, Calif. 

12 Miles away 

13 Parisian pal 

14 Former Yankee 
slugger, to fans 

15 Abe Lincoln’s 
first home 

17 Cello’s ancestor 

18 In the style of 

19 Shiny, as a photo 
21 Trombone part 

24 Swizzle 

25 Ireland 

26 Backyard 
structure 

30 Old Oldsmobile 

31 Move to one side 
32— roll (winning) 
33 Theme park 

attraction 

35 Landed 

36 Mater lead-in 

37 Test score 

38 Spider’s creation 

41 Spill catcher 

42 Location 

43 Cozy spot on 
the slopes 

48 Sandwich shop 

49 Last (Abbr.) 

50 Jeopardize 

51 Pieces for one 

52 Evening hrs. 

53 Hose woe 


DOWN 

1 Nev. neighbor 

2 Flying saucer 

3 Satchel 

4 Video-game hub 

5 Sunscreen 
additive 

6 Brit, record 
label 

7 Cellphone 
tune 

8 Relishes 

9 Eye part 

10 Cattle calls? 

11 In a lazy way 
16 Hearty quaff 

20 Joyful tune 

21 Lowly worker 

22 Stead 

23 Press agent? 

24 “The March 
King” 


26 “OK” gesture 

27 Spanish greeting 

28 Oklahoma city 

29 See socially 

31 Only 

34 Aloha State 

35 Garden 
shelters 

37 Baseball’s 
Hodges 

38 Scoundrels 

39 Sandwich 
treat 

40 Phone inventor 

41 Morsels 

44 Carrier to 
Amsterdam 

45 Cacophony 

46 Fed. property 
manager 

47 Heart chart 
(Abbr.) 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



2-12 CRYPTOQUIP 


YVCB NGWQA C ZCUB-ZGGA 


VCEXWMIPM UECUVPA CICKTUB 


BVP ZMGTB GZ C NCM XP? 


C YKTAUVKPQA YVGLLPM. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: INTERJECTION FROM 
WORKERS WHO’VE BEEN GIVEN THE JOB OF 
REMOVING HUSKS FROM CORN: “SHUCKS!” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals H 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Advance Auto Parts Clash 

MASCAR Monster Energy Cup 

At Daytona International Speedway 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap length: 2.S0 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (13) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 59 
laps. 

2. (19) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 59. 

3. (7) Joey Logano, Ford, 59. 

4. (8) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 59. 

5. (5) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 59. 

6. (9) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 59. 

7. (16) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 59. 

8. (18) Aric Almirola, Ford, 59. 

9. (4) Ryan Newman, Ford, 59. 

10. (10) Daniel Suarez, Ford, 59. 

11. (11) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 58. 

12. (6) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 58. 

13. (1) Paul Menard, Ford, accident, 55. 

14. (2) Kyle Busch, Toyota, accident, 55. 

15. (12) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, acci¬ 
dent, 55. 

16. (15) Clint Bowyer, Ford, accident, 
55. 

17. (17) Denny Flamlin, Toyota, acci¬ 
dent, 55. 

18. (3) Brad Keselowski, Ford, accident, 
55. 

19. (14) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 55. 

20. (20) Erik Jones, Toyota, accident, 
55. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 113.406 

Time of Race: 1 hour, 20 minutes, 1 sec- 

Margin of Victory: Under Caution. 

Caution Fiags: 4 for 0 laps. 

Lead Changes: 5 among 4 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: P.Menard 0; Ky.Busch 1; 
P.Menard 2-24; A.Dillon 25-27; P.Menard 
28-55; J.Johnson 56-60 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): P.Menard, 3 times for 49 laps; 
J.Johnson, 1 time for 4 laps; A.Dillon, 1 time 
for 2 laps; Ky.Busch, 1 time for 0 laps. 

Daytona 500 qualifying 


Feb. 17 

At Daytona Internationai Speedway 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap iength: 2.5 miies 
Car number in parentheses 

1. (24) William Byron, Chevrolet, 194.305 
mph. 

2. (88) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 

194.154. 

3. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 

193.807. 

4. (9) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 193.782. 

5. (8) Daniel Flemric, Chevrolet, 

192.460. 

6. (22) Joey Logano, Ford, 192.448. 

7. (19) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 192.353. 

8. (14) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 192.291. 

9. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 192.263. 

10. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 191.416. 

11. (21) Paul Menard, Ford, 191.107. 

12. (11) Denny Flamlin, Toyota, 190.492. 

13. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 191.164. 

14. (20) Erik Jones, Toyota, 191.127. 

15. (4) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 190.957. 

16. (31) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 

190.836. 

17. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 190.799. 

18. (17) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 

190.771. 

19. (10) Aric Almirola, Ford, 190.739. 

20. (41) Daniel Suarez, Ford, 190.698. 

21. (1) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 190.589. 

22. (37) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 

190.432. 

23. (38) David Ragan, Ford, 190.420. 

24. (6) Ryan Newman, Ford, 190.018. 

25. (34) Michael McDowell, Ford, 
189.978. 

26. (27) Casey Mears, Chevrolet, 
189.849. 

27. (71) Ryan Truex, Chevrolet, 189.737. 

28. (47) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 
189.709. 

29. (40) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
189.482. 

30. (95) Matt DIBenedetto, Toyota, 
189.414. 

31. (62) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet, 
189.394. 

32. (42) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 189.215. 

33. (43) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 
189.191. 

34. (13) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 188.715. 

35. (36) Matt Tifft, Ford, 188.667. 

36. (96) Parker Kligerman, Toyota, 
188.206. 

37. (15) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 
187.899. 

38. (00) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 
187.402. 

39. (32) Corey LaJoie, Ford, 185.847. 

40. (52) Cody Ware, Chevrolet, 183.737. 

Failed to qualify 

41. (51) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 182.682. 

42. (66) Joey Case, Toyota, 180.930. 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Tennessee (22-1) did not play. Next; 
vs. South Carolina, Wednesday. 

2. Duke (21-2) did not play. Next; at No. 
16 Louisville, Tuesday. 

3. Virginia (20-2) did not play. Next; at 
No. 8 North Carolina, Monday. 

4. Gonzaga (23-2) did not play. Next; at 
Loyola Marymount, Thursday. 

5. Kentucky (20-3) did not play. Next; 
vs. No. 21 LSU, Tuesday. 

6. Nevada (23-1) did not play. Next: at 
Wyoming, Saturday. 

7. Michigan (22-2) did not play. Next: 
at Penn State, Tuesday. 

8. North Carolina (19-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 3 Virginia, Monday. 

9. Michigan State (19-5) did not play. 
Next: at No. 19 Wisconsin, Tuesday. 

10. Marquette (20-4) did not play. Next: 
at DePaul, Tuesday. 

11. Virginia Tech (18-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Wednesday. 

12. Houston (23-1) beat No. 25 Cincin¬ 
nati 65-58. Next: at UConn, Thursday. 

13. Kansas (18-6) did not play. Next: at 
TCU, Monday. 

14. Villanova (19-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Providence, Wednesday. 

15. Purdue (17-6) did not play. Next: at 
No. 24 Maryland, Tuesday. 

16. Louisville (17-7) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 2 Duke, Tuesday. 

17. Iowa State (18-6) did not play. Next: 
at Kansas State, Saturday. 

18. Texas Tech (19-5) did not play. 
Next: at Oklahoma State, Wednesday. 

19. Wisconsin (17-7) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 9 Michigan State, Tuesday. 

20. Iowa (19-5) beat Northwestern 80- 
79. Next: at Rutgers, Saturday. 

21. LSU (19-4) did not play. Next: at No. 
5 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

22. Florida State (18-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Wake Forest, Wednesday. 

23. Buffalo (20-3) did not play. Next: at 
Akron, Tuesday. 

24. Maryland (18-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 15 Purdue, Tuesday. 

25. Cincinnati (20-4) lost to No. 12 
Houston 65-58. Next: vs. Wichita State, 
Sunday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Canisius 64, St. Peter’s 60 
Iona 79, Niagara 76 
Lafayette 69, Holy Cross 67 
Siena 59, Rider 57 
UMBC 67, Maine 66 

SOUTH 

George Mason 84, La Salle 76 

Memphis 78, UConn 71 

South Florida 72, East Carolina 68, OT 

MIDWEST 

Iowa 80, Northwestern 79 
Loyola of Chicago 56, Valparaiso 51 
Missouri St. 66, Illinois St. 65 
Notre Dame 69, Georgia Tech 59 
Ohio St. 55, Indiana 52 
Oral Roberts 86, South Dakota 72 
SOUTHWEST 
Houston 65, Cincinnati 58 
UCF71,SMU 65 

FAR WEST 
Oregon 69, Stanford 46 
UC Davis 61, UC Santa Barbara 57 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Baylor (21-1) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas State, Wednesday. 

2. Louisville (23-1) beat Virginia Tech 
72-63. Next: vs. No. 25 Miami, Sunday. 

3. Oregon (23-1) beat No. 11 Stanford 
88-48. Next: vs. No. 7 Oregon State, Fri¬ 
day. 

4. Notre Dame (22-3) beat No. 24 Flor¬ 
ida State 97-70. Next: at Boston College, 
Wednesday. 

5. UConn (21-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 12 South Carolina, Monday. 

6. Mississippi State (22-1) beat Ten¬ 
nessee 91-63. Next: vs. Missouri, Thurs- 


Auto racing 


day. 

7. Oregon State (20-4) beat California 
82-74. Next: at No. 3 Oregon, Friday. 

8. Marquette (21-3) beat Villanova 93- 
55. Next: at St. John’s, Friday. 

9. N.C. State (21-2) did not play. Next: 
at No. 15 Syracuse, Wednesday. 

10. Maryland (22-2) beat No. 20 Rutgers 
62-48. Next: vs. Nebraska, Thursday. 

11. Stanford (19-4) lost to No. 3 Oregon 
88-48. Next: at UCLA, Friday. 

12. South Carolina (17-5) did not play. 
Next: at No. 5 UConn, Monday. 

13. Gonzaga (22-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. San Diego, Thursday. 

14. Texas (19-5) did not play. Next: at 
Oklahoma State, Tuesday. 

15. Syracuse (18-5) beat Boston Col¬ 
lege 96-69. Next: vs. No. 9 N.C. State, 
Wednesday. 

16. Iowa (19-5) beat Ohio State 78-52. 
Next: vs. Illinois, Thursday. 

17. Utah (18-5) lost to UCLA 100-90. 
Next: at Arizona, Friday. 

18. Texas A&M (18-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. LSU, Thursday. 

19. Kentucky (19-5) did not play. Next: 
at Alabama, Monday. 

20. Arizona State (16-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Colorado, Friday. 

20. Rutgers (17-6) lost to No. 10 Mary¬ 
land 62-48. Next: vs. Ohio State, Thurs¬ 
day. 

22. Iowa State (18-5) did not play. Next: 
at TCU, Wednesday. 

23. Michigan State (16-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Indiana, Monday. 

24. Florida State (20-4) lost to No. 4 
Notre Dame 97-70. Next: at Clemson, 
Thursday. 

25. Miami (21-5) beat Pittsburgh 65-51. 
Next: at No. 2 Louisville, Sunday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Drexel 58, Delaware 41 
Duquesne 85, Dayton 57 
Fordham 64, George Mason 53 
James Madison 59, Hofstra 44 
Maryland 62, Rutgers 48 
Miami 65, Pittsburgh 51 
Michigan 66, Penn St. 62 
Northeastern 77, Towson 68 
Saint Joseph’s 41, George Washington 
38 

St. John’s 60, Providence 57 
Syracuse 96, Boston College 69 
UMass 56, Rhode Island 34 

SOUTH 

Elon 72, Coll, of Charleston 52 
Georgia 93, Florida 58 
Georgia Tech 60, Wake Forest 46 
Houston 54, South Florida 52 
Louisville 72, Virginia Tech 63 
Mississippi St. 91, Tennessee 63 
North Carolina 70, Clemson 64 
UNC-Wilmington 66, William & Mary 
58 

Virginia 53, Duke 47 

MIDWEST 

Bradley 81, Evansville 63 
Cincinnati 82, Wichita St. 54 
Creighton 80, Seton Hall 71 
DePaul 76, Georgetown 71 
Drake 83, Loyola of Chicago 55 
lUPUl 64, Cleveland St. 36 
Illinois 78, Wisconsin 68 
Illinois St. 78, Indiana St. 70 
Iowa 78, Ohio St. 52 
Marquette 93, Villanova 55 
Minnesota 73, Northwestern 64 
Missouri 69, Vanderbilt 46 
N. Iowa 64, Valparaiso 56 
Nebraska 67, Purdue 61 
Notre Dame 97, Florida St. 70 
Saint Louis 69, La Salle 58 
Youngstown St. 83, III.-Chicago 59 
SOUTHWEST 
Auburn 75, Arkansas 72 
Kansas St. 83, Oklahoma 75 
Tulsa 72, Tulane 67 

FAR WEST 

Colorado 81, Southern Cal 76 
Oregon 88, Stanford 48 
Oregon St. 82, California 74 
UCLA 100, Utah 90 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 
INDIANA PACERS - Signed G Wesley 
Matthews. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
ANAHEIM DUCKS - Fired coach Randy 
Carlyle. Named general manager Bob 
Murray interim coach. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 
MINNESOTA UNITED - Signed G Vito 
Mannone on 12-month loan from Read¬ 
ing (Championship-England). 


MLS schedule 

Saturday, March 2 

Toronto FC at Philadelphia 
New York City FC at Orlando City 
New England at FC Dallas 
New York at Columbus 
Minnesota United at Vancouver 
Portland at Colorado 
Real Salt Lake at Houston 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Barton 4-3, Nyack 3-4 
Berry 20, Emory & Henry 6 
Chowan 12, Clarion 9 
E. Mennonite 11, NC Wesleyan 8 
Francis Marion 7, Augusta 2 
LSU Alexandria 4-5, Midland 1-2 
Rio Grande 4-6, Concordia (Mich.) 3-13 
St. Andrews 7-3, WVU Tech 2-0 
MIDWEST 

Benedictine 30, Southwestern (Kan.) 7 
Kansas Wesleyan 20, Dakota St. 2, 5 in- 

Mount Mercy 4, Cumberland (Tenn.) 3, 
8 innings 

Oklahoma Science 8, Bellevue 3 

S. Nazarene 4, Mount Mercy 3, 9 in¬ 
nings 

FAR WEST 

Oregon Tech 7, La Sierra 3 


AP sportlight 


Pebble Beach Pro Am 

Eds: Fourth round played on Pebble 
Beach. Due to weather, round will be fin¬ 
ished Monday. 

At Pebbie Beach, Caiif. 

Purse; $7.6 miiiion 

p-Pebbie Beach Goif Links: 6,816 
yards, par-72 

s-Spygiass Hiii: 6,960 yards, par-72 
m-Monterey Peninsuia CC: 6,958 
yards, par-71 
Partiai Fourth Round 

Scott Stallings 67s-70p-69m-66-272 -15 
65m-69s-72p-68-274 -13 
66p-71m-69s-68-274 -13 
64m-69s-73p-69-275 -12 
70m-70s-71p-65-276 -11 
64m-72s-69p-71-276 -11 
68s-66p-70m-72-276 -11 
73p-69m-68s-67-277 -10 


^a^n Day 

Scott Langley 
Kevin Streelman 
Brian Gay 
Lucas Glover 

MaxHoma __ . .. 

Michael Thompson 70s-72p-69m-66-277 -10 


__,j-71m-67s-70-277 -10 
70p-65m-69s-73-277 -10 
72s-68p-68m-70-278 -9 
69p-69m-69s-71-278 -9 
68m-70s-68p-72-278 -9 
65m-71s-69p-73-278 -9 
69p-69m-71s-70-279 -8 
68p-70m-70s-71-279 -8 
72s-70p-65m-72-279 -8 
68m-72s-72p-67-279 -8 
67m-73s-70p-70-280 -7 
71p-68m-70s-71-280 -7 
68m-70s-73p-69-280 -7 
71m-68s-73p-68-280 -7 
Rafa Cabrera Bello 69s-68p-69m-74-280 -7 

Jonathan Byrd 69p-69m-68s-74-280 -7 

Ernie Els 69m-68s-73p-71-281 -6 

NickTavlor 69p-70m-71s-71-281 -6 

65m-71s-74p-71-281 -6 
69p-73m-67s-72-281 -6 
70m-67s-73p-71-281 -6 
69p-73m-66s-73-281 -6 
67m-72s-72p-70-281 -6 
67p-69m-71s-74-281 -6 
73s-69p-70m-69-281 -6 
72p-70m-70s-69-281 -6 
71p-69m-71s-71-282 -5 
75s-70p-66m-71-282 -5 
68m-70s-71p-73-282 -5 
69p-70m-72s-71-282 -5 
71p-72m-69s-70-282 -5 
69p-73m-70s-70-282 -5 
67m-69s-76p-70-282 -5 
70p-71m-69s-73-283 -4 
70m-72s-67p-74-283 -4 
66m-68s-74p-75-283 -4 
70m-70s-71p-72-283 -4 
67p-71m-73s-72-283 -4 
66m-73s-73p-71-283 -4 


Chris Stroud 
Scott Piercy 
Jim Furyk 
Sung Kang 
Russell Knox 
Matt Every 
Roberto Diaz 
Graeme McDowell ( 
Adam Hadwin 
D.J. Trahan 
Matt Kuchar 
Tyler Duncan 
Patrick Reed 
Trey Mullinax 


Kevin Kisner 
Brandon Harkins 
Curtis Luck 
Martin Trainer 
Brady Schnell 
Branden Grace 
Cameron Champ 
Tom Lovelady 
Hank Lebioda 
Andrew Putnam 
Chez Reavie 
Sam Saunders 
Julian Etulain 
Tony Finau 
Jonas Blixt 
Ben Silverman 
Adam Schenk 
Jordan Spieth 
Josh Teater 


Brian St_ 

Roberto Castro 
Alex Prugh 


Dominic Bozzelli 
Wyndham Clark 
Charley Hoffman 
Martin Laird 
Sangmoon Bae 
John Senden 
Austin Cook 
Adam Scott 
Fabian Gomez 


Fourth Round Leaderboard 


Name 

1. Phil Mickelson 

2. Scott Stallings 
2. Paul Casey 

4. Jason Day 
4. Si Woo Kim 

6. Scott Langley 

7. Kevin Streelman 

7. Brian Gay 

7. Lucas Glover 
10. Max H( 


Fed Cup 


Feb. 12 

1937 — Cleveland is granted an NFL 
franchise. The Rams play in Cleveland 
for nine years before moving to Los An¬ 
geles. After the 1994 season, the Rams 
move to St. Louis. 


WORLD GROUP 
First Round 

Winners to semifinais, iosers to 
WG Piayoffs, Aprii 20-21 
Austraiia 3, United States 2 
At US Ceiiuiar Arena 
Asheviiie, N.C. 

Surface:^ Hard-indoor 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, def. Sofia 
Kenin, United States, 6-1, 7-6 (2). 

Madison Keys, United States, def. Kim¬ 
berly Birrell, Australia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Reverse Singles 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, def. Madi¬ 
son Keys, United States, 6-4, 6-1. 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Daria Gavrilova, Australia, 6-1, 3-6, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Ashleigh Barty and Priscilla Hon, Aus¬ 
tralia, def. Danielle Collins and Nicole 
Melichar, United States, 6-4, 7-5. 

Viktorij'a Golubic, Switzerland, vs. Sara 
Errani, Italy, abandoned. 

Sofia Open 

At Arena Armeec 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
Purse: $600,500 (ATP250) 
Surface:^ Hard-Indoor 

Championship 

Daniil Medvedev (3), Russia, def. Mar- 
ton Fucsovics, Hungary, 6-4, 6-3. 


5p-70m-73s-71-283 
3p-70m-72s-74-284 _ 

5p-72m-68s-75-284 -3 


Cameron Tringale 71p-68m-72s-73-284 -3 
Matt Jones 71s-71p-70m-72-284 -3 

Johnson Wagner 67s-73p-71m-74-285 -2 
John Rollins 73p-69m-70s-74-286 -1 

Cody Gribble 66s-73p-73m-78-290 +3 
Cameron Davis 72s-68p-72m-78-290 ■f3 
Made cut; did not finish 
Steve Strieker 68m-75s-70p-213 -2 


72m-73s-68p-213 
73s-69p-71m-213 -2 
69m-72s-72p-213 -2 
68s-74p-71m-213 -2 
69s-71p-73m-213 -2 
72s-72p-69m-213 -2 
66m-74s-73p-213 -2 
70m-72s-71p-213 -2 
67s-71p-75m-213 -2 


Par Thru 


10. Michael Thompson 
10. Chris Stroud 
10. Scott Piercy 


Oasis Cbampionsbip 

At The Old Course a^Broken Sound 
Boca Raton, Fla. 

Purse: $1.7 million 
Yardage: 6,807; Par 72 

Bernhard Langer, $255,000 64-68-65-197 -19 
Marco Dawson, $149,600 66-67-69-202 -14 
Bob Estes, $122,400 67-68-68-203 -13 

David Toms, $102,000 67-67-70-204 -12 

Scott McCarron, $70,267 68-70-67-205 -11 

Gene Sauers, $70,267 65-71-69-205 -11 

Woody Austin, $70,267 65-70-70-205 -11 

Fred Couples, $51,000 67-69-70-206 -10 

Ken Tanigawa, $51,000 65-71-70-206 -10 

Darren Clarke, $39,100 67-75-65-207 -- 

Jeff Maggert, $39,100 68-69-70-207 

Corey Pavin, $39,100 73-68-66-207 

Tim Petrovic, $39,100 65-74-68-207 

Brandt Jobe, $28,900 69-65-74-208 

Colin Montgomerie, $28,90071-70-67-208 
Jesper Parnevik, $28,900 63-72-73-208 

Tom Pernice Jr., $28,900 71-71-66-208 

Kevin Sutherland, $28,900 66-70-72 -208 
Michael Allen, $21,182 68-73-68-209 

Tom Byrum, $21,182 66-69-74-209 

David Frost, $21,182 70-68-71-209 

M. Angel Jimenez, $21,182 70-70-69-209 
Tom Lehman, $21,182 66-70-73-209 

Stephen Ames, $17,425 70-66-74-210 

Relief Goosen, $17,425 69-69-72 -210 

Paul Broadhurst, $15,130 69-72-70-211 
Bart Bryant, $15,130 70-73-68-211 

Paul Goydos, $15,130 71-67-73 -211 

Scott Parel, $15,130 70-70-71-211 

Olin Browne, $11,496 68-70-74-212 

Chris DiMarco, $11,496 70-71-71-212 

Lee Janzen, $11,496 68-72-72 -212 

Kent Jones, $11,496 69-69-74-212 

Sandy Lyle, $11,496 69-72-71-212 

David McKenzie, $11,496 72-71-69-212 
Mark O’Meara, $11,496 72-72-68-212 

Jeff Sluman, $11,496 71-71-70-212 

ISPS Handa Vic Open 

LPGA 

Sunday 

At 13th Beach Golf Links 
Barwon Heads, Australia 
b-Beach Course: 6,479 yards, par-72 
c-Creek Course; 6,573 yards, par-73 
Purse; $1.1 million 
Final two rounds played on Beach 
Course 
Final 

a-amateur 

C. Boutier, $165,000 69c-71b-69-72 -281 
Sarah Kemp, $77,242 70b-71c-77-65-283 

C. Thomas, $77,242 68b-68c-78-69-283 

Su Oh, $77,242 67c-68b-74-74-283 

A. Munoz, $38,191 72b-72c-74-66-284 

K. Kirk, $38,191 72c-68b-73-71-284 

H.Nomura, $38,191 67b-67c-76-74-284 

L. Stephnsn, $24,875 69c-72b-76-68-285 

J. E.Shadoff, $24,875 71c-70b-72-72 -285 

K. Kaufman, $24,875 66b-66c-75-78-285 

A. Buhai, $17,800 72c-69b-76-69-286 

Alison Lee, $17,800 68c-71b-78-69-286 

P. Chien, $17,800 69c-74b-73-70-286 

A. Uehara, $17,800 71b-72c-72-71-286 

M. Skarpnrd, $17,800 71c-69b-75-71-286 

0. Cowan, $17,800 68c-70b-76-72 -286 

W. Meechai, $13,294 72c-72b-72-71-287 
T. Swnnpura, $13,294 74b-69c-73-71-287 
Isi Gabsa, $13,294 70b-73c-72-72 -287 

Alena Sharp, $13,294 69c-69b-77-72 -287 
Jane Park, $13,294 68b-76c-70-73 -287 

Brittany Lang, $ll,01971c-73b-73-71-288 
S. Yamaguchi, $ll,01969c-75b-73-71-288 
K. Davidson, $11,019 68b-74c-75-71-288 
Yu Liu, $11,019 74b-71c-70-73-288 

F. Johnson, $11,019 65c-74b-74-75-288 

Christina Kim, $9,077 74b-71c-73-71-289 

D. Darquea, $9,077 72b-70c-75-72 -289 

N. K.Madsen, $9,077 71b-73c-72-73-289 

Xiyu Lin, $9,077 70c-74b-70-75-289 

Marissa Steen, $9,07768b-70c-76-75-289 


Doubles 

Championship 

Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Jurgen 
Melzer, Austria, def. Hsieh Cheng-peng, 
Taiwan, and Christopher Rungkat, Indo¬ 
nesia, 6-2, 4-6, 10-2. 

Cordoba Open 


Cordoba, Argentina 
Purse: $527,880 (ATP250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 

Championship 

Juan Ignacio Londero, Argentina, def. 
Guido Pella (8), Argentina, 3-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Roman Jebavy, Czech Republic, and 
Andres Molteni, Argentina, def. Maximo 
Gonzalez and Horacio Zeballos (1), Ar¬ 
gentina, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Open Sud de France 

Sunday 

At Arena Montpellier 
Montpellier, France 
Purse: $600,500 (ATP250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Singles 

Championship 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France, def. Pierre- 
Hugues Herbert (7), France, 6-4,6-2. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Edouard 
Roger-Vasselin (1), France, def. Benjamin 
Bonzi and Antoine Hoang, France, 6-4,6-3. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
- OT Pts GF GA 

86 217 156 


Tampa Bay 56 41 11 

Toronto 55 34 18 
Boston 56 31 17 

Montreal 56 31 18 

Buffalo 55 27 21 
Florida 54 23 23 

Detroit 56 21 28 
Ottawa 55 21 29 

Metropoiitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 55 33 16 6 72 160 133 

Washington 55 30 18 “ “ 

Columbus 54 31 20 
Pittsburgh 55 28 20 
Carolina 56 28 22 
Philadelphia 55 25 23 
N.Y. Rangers 55 24 23 
New Jersey 55 21 26 


3 71 195 157 
8 70 162 145 
7 69 172 162 

7 61 162 170 

8 54 168 189 
7 49 156 186 
5 47 172 201 


67 186 176 
3 65 177 167 

7 63 189 172 

6 62 163 163 

7 57 161 182 

8 56 156 182 

8 50 159 186 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Dallas 

St. Louis 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 

Calgary 
San Jose 

Vancouver 
Arizona 
Edmonton 
Los Angeles 
Anaheim 


Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

56 35 18 3 73 194 160 

58 33 20 5 71 180 151 

55 28 22 5 61 142 140 

54 27 22 5 59 155 159 

56 27 24 5 59 156 162 

11 55 180 183 

- 55 182 203 


56 23 24 

Pacific Division 

55 34 15 6 


57 31 22 
56 25 24 
55 24 26 
55 24 26 

55 23 27 

56 21 26 


74 202 161 
73 203 175 
66 170 157 
7 57 162 174 

5 53 145 161 

5 53 159 184 

5 51 132 165 

■ 51 127 182 


Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 6, Anaheim 2 
Minnesota 4, New Jersey 2 
Buffalo 3, Detroit 1 
N.Y. Isianders 4, Colorado 3, OT 
Boston 5, Los Angeles 4, OT 
Ottawa 5, Winnipeg 2 
St. Louis 3, Nashville 2 
Arizona 3, Dallas 2 
San Jose 5, Edmonton 2 
Florida 5, Washington 4, OT 
Tampa Bay 5, Pittsburgh 4 
Toronto 4, Montreal 3, OT 
Vancouver 4, Calgary 3, SO 
Columbus 4, Vegas 3 

Sunday’s games 
St. Louis 5, Nashville 4, OT 
New Jersey 3, Carolina 2 
Boston 2, Colorado 1, OT 
Winnipeg 3, Buffalo 1 
Chicago 5, Detroit 2 
N.Y. Islanders 2, Minnesota 1 
Tampa Bay 5, Florida 2 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Toronto 1 

Monday’s games 
Los Angeles at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
San Jose at Vancouver 

Tuesday’s games 
Washington at Columbus 
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo 
Dallas at Florida 
Chicago at Boston 
Calgary at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Ottawa 
Philadelphia at Minnesota 
N.Y. Rangers at Winnipeg 
New Jersey at St. Louis 
Detroit at Nashville 
Toronto at Colorado 
Arizona at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Edmonton at Pittsburgh 
Vancouver at Anaheim 


Sunday 

Rangers 4, Maple Leafs 1 

Toronto 1 0 0-1 

N.Y. Rangers 2 0 2-4 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Zibane- 
jad 23 (Zuccarello, Kreider), 0:28. 2, To¬ 
ronto, Kapanen 16, 10:35. 3, N.Y. Rangers, 
Vesey 12 (Strome, Kreider), 14:05. 

Third Period— 4, N.Y. Rangers, Mc- 
Quaid 2 (Zuccarello), 11:59. 5, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Hayes 13, 19:40. 

Shots on Goal-Toronto 22-17-17-56. 
N.Y. Rangers 14-9-7-30. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 0 
of 4; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Toronto, Sparks 7-4-1 (29 
shots-26 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 
8-9-0 (56-55). 

A-17,445 (18,006). T-2:24. 


Lightning 5, Panthers 2 

Tampa Bay 1 2 2-5 

Florida 0 2 0-2 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
23 (Hedman, Stralman), 4:02. 

Second Period— 2, Tampa Bay, Stam- 
kos 29 (Stralman, Miller), 12:08. 3, Flori¬ 
da, Vatrano 19 (Huberdeau, Matheson), 
13:11. 4, Tampa Bay, Callahan 6 (Joseph), 
17:51. 5, Florida, Malgin 6 (Brouwer, 
Sheahan), 18:50. 

Third Period— 6 , Tampa Bay, Point 32 
(Miller, Kucherov), 4:25 (pp). 7, Tampa 
Bay, Kucherov 24 (Stamkos, Point), 19:12 
(PP). 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 9-3-11—23. 
Florida 5-17-5-27. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 2 of 4; Florida 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Domingue 18-4-0 
(27 shots-25 saves). Florida, Reimer 10- 
10-5 (12-9), Luongo 12-12-1 (11-9). 

A-13,566 (19,250). T-2:31. 


Biackhawks 5, Red Wings 2 

Detroit 0 1 1-2 

Chicago 2 0 3-5 

First Period— 1, Chicago, Kahun 10 
(DeBrincat, Strome), 11:04. 2, Chicago, 
Strome 14 (DeBrincat, Kahun), 18:03. 

Second Period— 3, Detroit, Ehn 2, 
15:00. 

Third Period— 4, Chicago, Kahun 11 
(Strome, DeBrincat), 7:45. 5, Detroit, Ny- 
quist 14 (Jensen, Abdelkader), 15:30. 6, 
Chicago, Kane 33 (Gustafsson, Toews), 
16:27. 7, Chicago, Toews 25 (Kane, Sea- 
brook), 17:59. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 16-15-14-45. 
Chicago 18-11-7-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 2; Chicago 0 of 2. 

Goalies- Detroit, Bernier 6-13-2 (35 
shots-31 saves). Chicago, Ward 11-8-4 
(45-43). 

A-21,941 (19,717). T-2:31. 

Referees— Dan O’Halloran, Justin St 
Pierre. Linesmen— Ryan Galloway, Bran¬ 
don Gawryletz. 

Bruins 2 , Avalanche 1 (OT) 

Colorado 1 0 0 0-1 

Boston 0 10 1-2 

First Period— 1, Colorado, MacKinnon 
29 (Compher, Landeskog), 19:27. 

Second Period— 2, Boston, Moore 3 
(McAvoy, Marchand), 3:40. 

Overtime— 3, Boston, Marchand 21 
(Krug, Bergeron), 4:03. 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 12-12-10-2— 
36. Boston 7-15-9-4-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
0 of 4; Boston 0 of 5. 

Goalies— Colorado, Varlamov 13-13-8 
(35 shots-33 saves). Boston, Halak 14-9-4 
(36-35). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:39. 

Devils 3, Hurricanes 2 

Carolina 0 1 1-2 

New Jersey 2 0 1-3 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Zacha 10 

(Murphy, Hischier), 11:35 (pp). 2, New 

Jersey, Johansson 9 (Hischier, Palmieri), 
19:03. 

Second Period— 3, Carolina, Hamilton 
10 (Niederreiter, Williams), 7:22. 

Third Period— 4, New Jersey, Johans¬ 
son 10 (Bratt, Hischier), 15:56. 5, Caro¬ 
lina, Teravainen 15 (Aho, Niederreiter), 
18:33 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Carolina 9-8-18-35. 
New Jersey 8-2-11—21. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 1 
of 5; New Jersey 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Carolina, Mrazek 12-12-3 (21 
shots-18 saves). New Jersey, Kinkaid 15- 
16-6 (35-33). 

A-16,514 (16,514). T-2:36. 


Isianders 2 , Wild 1 

0 1 0-1 

N.Y. Islanders 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Beauvil- 
lier 13 (Komarov, Filppula), 14:05. 

Second Period— 2, Minnesota, Gran- 
lund 13 (Parise, Zucker), 0:38 (pp). 3, N.Y. 
Islanders, Toews 4 (Bailey, Pulock), 2:01 
(pp). 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 9-6-12—27. 
N.Y. Islanders 15-10-9-34. 

Power-play opportunities— M i n nesota 
1 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 6. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 21-19-4 
(34 shots-32 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 
16-8-2 (27-26). 

A-13,825 (15,795). T-2:23. 


Jets 3, Sabres 1 

Winnipeg 0 1 2-3 

Buffalo 0 1 0-1 

Second Period— 1, Winnipeg, Copp 
5 (Little), 3:01 (sh). 2, Buffalo, Eichel 18 
(Dahlin, Skinner), 12:01. 

Third Period— 3, Winnipeg, Wheeler 
12 (Scheifele, Morrissey), 16:05. 4, Win¬ 
nipeg, Scheifele 28 (Trouba, Wheeler), 
19:53. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 11-9-9—29. 
Buffalo 14-13-9-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
0 of 1; Buffalo 0 of 5. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 25-15- 
2 (36 shots-35 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 15- 
16-3 (28-26). 

A-17,966 (19,070). T-2:18. 


Blues 5, Predators 4 (OT) 

St. Louis 0 3 11-5 

Nashville 0 13 0-4 

Second Period— 1, St. Louis, Pi- 
etrangelo 6 (O’Reilly, Thomas), 2:56 (pp). 
2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 20 (Bouwmeester, 
Parayko), 4:41. 3, Nashville, Arvidsson 

23 (Josi, Ellis), 5:06. 4, St. Louis, Bozak 8 
(Schwartz, Steen), 5:51. 

Third Period— 5, Nashville, Josi 11 (El¬ 
lis, Fiala), 2:48. 6, Nashville, Arvidsson 

24 (Ekholm, Johansen), 6:10. 7, St. Louis, 
Tarasenko 21 (Bouwmeester, O’Reilly), 
7:06. 8, Nashville, Forsberg 20 (Johan¬ 
sen), 12:53. 

Overtime— 9, St. Louis, Tarasenko 22, 
0:16. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 4-15-9-1—29. 
Nashville 8-17-19-44. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 4; Nashville Oof 4. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 16-15-4 (44 
shots-40 saves). Nashville, Saros 14-6-2 
(29-24). 

A-17,622 (17,113). T-2:50. 



Bill Kostroun/AP 


Rangers goaltender Alexander Georgiev, left, eyes the puck as Maple Leafs center John Tavares 
attempts to get his stick on it during the first period Sunday in New York. 

Roundup 


Rangers' Georgiev saves 55 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — After his team 
allowed 56 shots on goal, Rangers 
coach David Quinn thought the 
defense was pretty good. 

He had Alexandar Georgiev to 
thank for that. 

Georgiev had a career-high 
55 saves to lead New York over 
the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-1 on 
Sunday night. Georgiev had the 
second-most saves in a regular- 
season game in franchise history. 
Mike Richter has the record with 
59 on Jan. 31,1991. 

“He played outstanding. He’s 
getting better and better,” Quinn 
said of his second-year goalie on 
his 23rd birthday. 

“It was a special birthday,” 
Georgiev said. “I tried not to con¬ 
centrate on the birthday wishes. 
I knew I had an important game 
in front of me. I’m very happy it 
ended the way it ended.” 

Mika Zibanejad, Jimmy Vesey 
and Adam McQuaid scored for 
the Rangers, who finished their 
five-game homestand at 2-2-1. 

“Sometimes you need a per¬ 
formance like this and he came 
up big for us, gave us a chance,” 
Zibanejad said of Georgiev. 

Kevin Hayes added an empty- 
netter, and Mats Zuccarello and 
Chris Kreider each had two 
assists. 

Kasperi Kapanen scored for the 
Maple Leafs, who had their four- 
game winning streak snapped. 

“We played a pretty good game,” 
Kapanen said. “Their goahe made 
55 saves. He played a tremendous 
game. That’s just hockey.” 

Toronto had a season-high 56 
shots, forcing Georgiev to be at 
his best throughout. He is the 
seventh goalie in franchise his¬ 
tory with 50 or more saves in a 


game. The previous goalie to do 
it was Henrik Lundqvist last year 
— also on his birthday. 

The Rangers penalty killers 
also helped to slow down the 
Maple Leafs. Toronto went 0-for- 
4 on the power play despite man¬ 
aging 23 shots. 

“I actually thought we defended 
pretty well,” Quinn said. “That’s 
a scary, scary team. I mean they 
have high-end talent. They can 
beat you 1-on-l, but boy I thought 
we did a good job clearing the net 
front out. They didn’t have many 
second chances.” 

Biackhawks 5, Red Wings 2: 
Dominik Kahun had two goals 
and an assist. Cam Ward made 43 
saves and host Chicago earned its 
seventh straight victory. 

Chicago’s second line of Kahun, 
Dylan Strome and Alex DeBrin¬ 
cat delivered once again to help 
the Biackhawks continue their 
surprising push after a lackluster 
first half of the season. Strome 
had a goal and two assists, and 
DeBrincat had three assists to ex¬ 
tend his career-best points streak 
to eight games. 

Lightning 5, Panthers 2: Niki¬ 
ta Kucherov had two goals and an 
assist to lift Tampa Bay past host 
Florida. 

Brayden Point, Ryan Calla¬ 
han and Steven Stamkos also 
scored for the Lightning. Louis 
Domingue made 25 saves, and 
Anton Stralman had two assists. 

Denis Malgin and Frank Vatra¬ 
no scored for the Panthers. James 
Reimer allowed three goals on 12 
shots before being replaced by 
Roberto Luongo to start the third 
period. Luongo made nine stops. 

Bruins 2, Avalanche 1 (OT): 
Brad Marchand scored 4:03 into 
overtime and host Boston beat 


Colorado to extend its points 
streak to seven games. 

Patrice Bergeron left the puck 
at the top of the right circle for 
Marchand, who skated into the 
slot and fired it past goalie Semyon 
Varlamov to extend his franchise 
record with 14 overtime goals. 

Jets 3, Sabres 1: Blake Wheel¬ 
er scored the go-ahead goal with 
3:55 remaining and visiting Win¬ 
nipeg beat Buffalo to snap an 0- 
2-1 skid. 

Connor Hellebuyck made 35 
saves to help the Jets end their 
longest winless streak of the sea¬ 
son and maintain the Central Di¬ 
vision lead. 

Islanders 2, Wild 1: Devon 
Toews scored the tiebreaking goal 
early in the second period, Thom¬ 
as Greiss stopped 26 shots and 
host New York beat Minnesota. 

Anthony Beauvillier also scored 
for Metropolitan Division-leading 
New York. The Islander won for 
the fourth time in five games and 
ninth in 12 (9-1-2). 

Blues 5, Predators 4 (OT): 
Vladimir Tarasenko completed a 
hat trick 16 seconds into overtime 
and visiting St. Louis beat Nash¬ 
ville to sweep a home-and-home 
set with their season-best sixth 
straight victory. 

Alex Pietrangelo and Tyler 
Bozak also scored and Jake Allen 
made 40 saves. The Blues beat 
the Predators 3-2 on Saturday in 
St. Louis. 

Devils 3, Hurricanes 2: Mar¬ 
cus Johansson scored twice, 
Keith Kinkaid made 32 saves and 
New Jersey prevented Carolina 
from moving into a playoff spot. 

Nico Hischier set up all three 
goals to help the Devils snap the 
Hurricanes’ three-game winning 
streak. 
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SKIING 


Vonn was transcendent talent 



The United States’ Lindsey Vonn is seen training in Cortina D’Ampezzo, Italy, last 
month. Vonn won bronze in her final race on Sunday, ending a career in which she 
secured her place in history as one of the greatest athletes of all time. 



Bom: Oct. 18, 1984 in Minnesota, as 
Lindsey Kildow. 

1996 : Moves with family to Vail, Colo¬ 
rado, to advance her skiing career. 

1999 : At age 14, becomes first Ameri¬ 
can female to win the slalom at the Trofeo 
Topolino, a prestigious international junior 
competition in Italy. 

2002 : Makes U.S. team for Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City, racing in slalom 
and Alpine combined. Achieves sixth place 
in combined. 

2003 : Wins silver medal in downhill at 
junior world championships. 

2004 : Reaches a World Cup podium for 
first time with third place in downhill at Cor¬ 
tina d’Ampezzo, Italy, in January. First World 
Cup win comes in downhill at Lake Louise, 
Alberta, in December. 

2006 : Makes U.S. team for Winter 
Olympics in Turin. Crashes in second training 
run for downhill and airlifted to hospital, but 
returns two days later to place eighth. 

2007 : Wins silver medals in downhill and 
super-G at world championships in Are, Swe¬ 
den. Marries Thomas Vonn, a fellow skier who 
became her coach, and takes his name. 

2008 : Wins overall World Cup title, the 
second American woman to do so after Ta¬ 
mara McKinney. Breaks U.S. record for most 
World Cup downhill wins (10). 

2009 : Wins gold medals in super-G 
and downhill at world championships in Val 
d’Isere, France. Retains overall World Cup 
title. 

2010 : Wins gold medal in downhill at 
Winter Clympics in Vancouver, then bronze 
in super-G. Won a third straight overall World 
Cup title. 

2011 : Wins silver medal in downhill at 
world championships in Garmisch-Parten- 
kirchen, Germany. Announces she’ll be get¬ 
ting divorced. 

2012 : Becomes overall World Cup 
champion for fourth time. Reaches 50 World 
Cup wins. 

2013 : Tears two ligaments in knee dur¬ 
ing super-G crash at world championships in 
January. After setbacks in recovery, says she 
won’t compete at 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi. Starts dating Tiger Woods — their re¬ 
lationship lasts two years. 

2015 : With her 63rd victory, breaks re¬ 
cord for most World Cup wins for a female 
skier. Wins World Cup titles in downhill 
and super-G, and bronze medal in super-G 
at world championships in Beaver Creek, 
Colorado. 

2016 : Suffers hairline fracture of left 
knee in super-G crash in Andorra in March 
and then breaks arm in training crash in 
Colorado in November. 

2017 : Wins bronze in downhill at world 
championships in St. Moritz, Switzerland, 
becoming oldest woman to medal in that 
event. 

2018 : Wins bronze in downhill at Win¬ 
ter Clympics in Pyeongchang and dedicates 
medal to her late grandfather. Says in Ccto- 
ber she’ll retire at end of 2018-19 season. 
After injuring knee in training, says she’ll be 
retiring after races at Lake Louise, Alberta, in 
December 2019. 

2019 : Announces she’ll be retiring after 
world championships in Are, Sweden. Wins 
bronze medal in her final race, the downhill. 
Source: Associated Press; AP photo 


Gold medalist leaves legacy 
that goes beyond her wins, 
crashes and comebacks 

By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

he temperature: absolutely 

freezing. The time: barely after 
sunrise. 

The place: the bottom of a train¬ 
ing hill in Vail, Colo., waiting for Lindsey 
Vonn to finish a few runs to test her sur¬ 
gically repaired knee just before the 2014 
Sochi Games — an Olympics she ended up 
missing because of that troublesome knee. 

“Why on Earth would you wait in this?!” 
an incredulous Vonn asked me as she threw 
on her parka. 

That one needed no answer. 

If you’ve waited in the bitter cold, 
pressed against the fencing waiting for an 
interview, or, as a fan, planned your entire 
day around seeing Vonn — even if for just 
that magical split second when she sped by 
you on the mountain — then you were not 
alone. You were lucky. Freezing, perhaps. 
But lucky. 

Because greatness like that doesn’t come 
along often. 

In an unscientific survey of fans, friends, 
family members and rivals to uncover the 
perfect word that best captured her, each 
person answered with a variation of three 
— a podium of sorts to describe the win- 
ningest female World Cup skier ever. 

Resilient. 

Stubborn. 

Game-changer. 

Maybe that’s why she kept going even 
after every outward and inward sign told 
her to stop. 

At 34 and with her knees simply refus¬ 
ing to cooperate anymore, the 2010 down¬ 
hill Olympic champion and the four-time 
overall World Cup title winner pushed out 
of the start gate for a final time at the world 
championships Sunday in Sweden. It was 
vintage Vonn as she roared through the 
downhill course to earn one last podium 
spot — a bronze medal that felt like pure 
gold. Before exiting the stage, she waved to 
the crowd and took one final bow. 

A well-deserved moment over a career 
filled with crashes and comebacks, cel¬ 
ebrations and triumphs, broken bones and 
broken hearts, red carpets and golden 
opportunities. 

“The compelling nature of Lindsey’s 
story is not her victories or medals. It is her 
daring, her willingness to work extraordi¬ 
narily hard, and her grit,” said her father, 
Alan Kildow, who moved the family from 
Minnesota to Colorado to help nurture 
his daughter’s talent when she was young. 
“Without failure there can be no true vic¬ 
tory, and Lindsey represents the willing¬ 
ness to risk failure to ultimately achieve 
her dreams.” 

Comebacks and toughness have always 


been her thing. Her dad compared her to 
Rocky Balboa because she’s the “every- 
man who climbs into the ring, takes a beat¬ 
ing, and gets back up off the canvas to win 
the bout.” 

That ability to bounce back served her 
well over a career that included torn knee 
ligaments, broken bones, a sliced thumb 
and so much more. 

Her first World Cup start was Nov. 18, 
2000, in a slalom race in Park City, Utah, 
and she didn’t qualify for the second run. 
She was known as Lindsey Kildow then, 
until she changed her name to Vonn after 
marrying her now ex-husband, Thomas, 
in 2007. They announced their divorce in 
2011 and she never changed her name back 
because, well, the world knew her as Vonn. 
During her marriage, she was estranged 
from her father, but they have mended the 
relationship. 

She’d win 82 World Cup races — four 
behind the all-time mark held by Sweden’s 
Ingemar Stenmark, who showed up Sunday 
at her request — and drew comparisons to 
compatriot Bode Miller, who was revered 
for his high-risk approach. 

“What she’s done for the sport, inspiring 
so many youth, girls and boys, and showing 
you can compete with the big superstars in 


Europe, we’re all proud,” American racer 
Daron Rahlves said. 

Stepping away has been difficult for 
Vonn. She planned to go until December 
and couldn’t wrap her mind around leav¬ 
ing early. 

Her body finally convinced her. Two last 
races at the world championships and no 
more. In the super-G, she crashed and suf¬ 
fered more bruises. But she returned even 
more determined Sunday in a downhill 
where she momentarily had the lead. 

“I put the nerves aside and just enjoyed 
it,” she said. 

A bigger bonus: “I made it down safely,” 
she cracked. 

Vonn was among the first women to reg¬ 
ularly use men’s downhill skis, which were 
longer and tougher to control but generat¬ 
ed more power. She opened eyes to what’s 
possible, especially to a youngster named 
Mikaela Shiffrin, who has 56 World Cups 
wins and turns 24 in March. 

“I wrote book reports about her,” Shif¬ 
frin said. “I was Lindsey’s biggest fan.” 

All part of her plan to raise the profile 
of ski racing — much like Serena Williams 
did for tennis. 

Consider it accomplished. 


Praise for skiing’s ^Speed Queen’ 

(Vonn) has had this amazing, 
incredibie, inspiring career and 
she’s reaiiy paved the way ... 
especiaiiy in the U.S. for the 
next generation to come up. ^ 

Mikaela Shiffrin 

U.S. skier 

There are so many different 
ways to measure the best of aii 
time and (Vonn) basicaiiy checks 
every category winning or being 
very strong in all five disciplines. ^ 

Bode Miller 

retired U.S. skier 

Not only the 
greatest skier of all 
time but one of the 
greatest athletes & 
olympians EVER. ^ 

PK Subban 

NHL player/Vonn’s boyfriend 
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HIGH SCHOOL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Numbers low for 
Korea wrestling 

By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

With four teams and 13 weight classes, a typical 
high school wrestling quad could feature as many 
as 78 matches. 

This season, the average number of bouts in a 
DODEA Korea meet had been 20.7 entering Satur¬ 
day’s quad at Humphreys. But the first meet at the 
school in two years featured just three teams and a 
season-low 11 matches. 

“I felt bad for my kids and their parents,” Hum¬ 
phreys coach Ben Pak said. “I had people coming. I 
emailed the staff The kids were telling their teach¬ 
ers and their parents. They came out to see them 
wrestle, but no matches.” 

The number of wrestlers in Korea has been his¬ 
torically low, particularly at Daegu, Osan and Seoul 
American, whose enrollment has nosedived — now 
down to 157 — before its scheduled closure in June. 

Only three wrestlers from Daegu, with an enroll¬ 
ment of 141, and five from Seoul American attended 
the tri-meet, in which Humphreys filled 12 of 13 
weight classes. Humphreys is the largest school in 
Korea, with an enrollment of 531 expected to spike 
above 700 next year, Pak said. 

Osan, with an enrollment of 164, only had one 
available wrestler, coach Andrew Grant said, add¬ 
ing that was “not enough wrestlers to warrant the 
trip.” Grant said the Cougars are planning to attend 
the season-ending quad meet next Saturday, also at 
Humphreys. 

The 11 bouts contested took about 45 minutes, 
Pak said. The rest of the time, “we had exhibitions 
among teammates, which was no fun because we do 
that all the time during practice,” he said. 

Fuente Pedro, a senior transfer from Fort Bliss, 
Texas, has had no matches at 115 pounds other than 
against teammates and he probably won’t prior to 
Far East at Kinnick on Feb. 21-23. 

“That’s a big handicap,” Pedro said. “Without 
wrestling other teams, I don’t know what other 
wrestlers have. It makes it very difficult.” 

Such problems appear to be minimal at schools in 
Japan and Okinawa. 

The larger schools such as Kadena (830 students) 
and Kubasaki (573) on Okinawa and Kinnick (617), 
Zama (282) and Yokota (321) have full or almost-full 
lineups and serious competition against Tokyo-area 
international schools. 

Even Japan’s smaller schools, Edgren (172) and 
Perry (227) have full or almost-full lineups. Edgren 
took first place in a dual-meet tournament at Zama 
on Feb. 2. Only E. J. King, with 157 students, was un¬ 
able to field a team this season. 

“Pacific East (DODEA Japan) and Pacific South 
(Okinawa) have the numbers, but if you look at the 
travel rosters (for Far East), Daegu and Osan are in 
trouble,” DODEA Pacific athletics coordinator Tom 
McKinney said. 

Several other factors combine to create the low 
numbers in Korea: 

■ Two-time Far East champion Kojiro VanHoose 
of Osan says many are embarrassed to appear on 
the mat wearing singlets that don’t do much to hide 
a wrestler’s privates. 



MARY SARANTAKES/SPECIAL TO STRIPES 

Osan’s Marcus Inthavixay lifts Daegu’s Gavin 
Jackson in the 158-pound bout during a DODEA 
Korea wrestling quad at Camp Walker in January. 

“Wrestlers would rather wear the two-piece uni¬ 
forms” that appear to be gaining popularity in the 
States, VanHoose said. 

■ There’s a lack of in-season competition with 
anybody else. The league’s schedule includes two 
Saturdays in December at Korean physical educa¬ 
tion schools in Daegu and Daejeon. 

But those are against locals who “live, breathe, 
eat and sleep” the sport, Pak said. “Their level is too 
high and they are not allowed to go 100 percent or do 
throws against the DODEA schools.” 

The one mqjor in-season invitational is the “Beast 
of the Far East” tournament at Kinnick, but that is 
self-funded travel. 

“I need Kubasaki and Kadena,” Pak said. “We need 
to travel. We need to do a three-way with them.” 

McKinney said travel options for Korea are on the 
table. 

“There are always ways to look at how we get that 
extra trip” for Korea teams, he said. 

■ Perhaps the most serious issue is a lack of 
coaching continuity. 

“We just don’t have coaches that stay around to 
build a program,” Pak said. 

Grant is new to Osan’s problem and Brittney Wald- 
ner, Seoul’s athletics director, assumed the Falcons’ 
helm from Pak when he transferred to Humphreys. 
Jeramie Lentz has coached Daegu for six total sea¬ 
sons, but took the 2015-16 and 2016-17 seasons off. 

Korea’s teams, Pak said, haven’t had the likes of 
a Julian Harden, who coached Seoul American for 
17 seasons and to three Far East team titles until he 
stepped down in 2009. 

Pak fears the situation will only get worse next 
year, when Seoul American closes. 

“If the other two schools only have two or three 
wrestlers each, we might as well shut the program 
down,” Pak said. “A coach needs to take the initia¬ 
tive instead of waiting for people to come to them; if 
not, it’s just two or three students.” 

Grant, for one, says he’s in it for the long haul. 

“I’m hoping to triple the numbers next year,” 
he said. “I would hate to see the program go away, 
that’s for sure.” 

ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
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Briefly 

Murray chooses 
NFL over MLB 


Associated Press 

MESA, Ariz. — Heisman Tro¬ 
phy winner Kyler Murray says he 
will pursue a career in the NFL 
over playing baseball for the Oak¬ 
land Athletics. 

Murray was the ninth over¬ 
all pick in last June’s baseball 
amateur draft, and the outfielder 
agreed to a minor league contract 
with Oakland for a $4.66 million 
signing bonus. He is a football 
quarterback is eligible for this 
year’s NFL Draft, which starts 
April; 25. 

Oakland, which started spring 
training workouts Monday, had a 
locker with a No. 73 jersey wait¬ 
ing for him. 

“I am firmly and fully commit¬ 
ting my life and time to becoming 
an NFL quarterback,” Murray 
tweeted Monday. “Football has 
been my love and passion my en¬ 
tire hfe. I was raised to play QB, 
and I very much look forward to 
dedicating 100 percent of myself 
to being the best QB possible and 
winning NFL championships. I 
have started an extensive train¬ 
ing program to further prepare 
myself for upcoming workouts 
and interviews. I eagerly await the 
opportunity to continue to prove 
to NFL decision makers that I am 
the franchise QB in this draft.” 

Murray’s baseball deal called 
for him to receive $1.5 million 
within 30 days of the deal’s ap¬ 
proval last summer by M^or 
League Baseball and $3.16 mil¬ 
lion on March 1. 

Murray passed for 4,361 yards 
and 42 touchdowns for Oklahoma 
last season. He ran for 1,001 yards 
and another 12 scores, posting 
the second-best passer efficiency 
rating in FBS history. 

Cavaliers sign Stauskas 
for rest of season 

CLEVELAND—The Cavaliers 
have signed well-traveled guard 
Nik Stauskas, who was traded 
three times and released last 
week, for the rest of the season. 


Stauskas was briefly with the 
Cavs, who acquired him from 
Portland in the deal for forward 
Rodney Hood. He never appeared 
in a game before Cleveland sent 
him two days later to Houston, 
which promptly traded Stauskas 
at the deadline to Indiana. The 
Pacers then waived the 25-year- 
old, allowing the rebuilding Cavs 
scooped him up. 

Stauskas averaged 6.1 points, 
1.8 rebounds and 1.4 assists in 44 
games as a reserve for the Trail 
Blazers. He has also played for 
Brooklyn, Philadelphia and Sac¬ 
ramento, which selected him with 
the No. 8 overall pick in 2014. 

Koreas hope to jointly 
host 2032 Games 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea has chosen its capital, 
Seoul, for its bid for the 2032 
Summer Olympics, which it hopes 
to jointly host with rival North 
Korea as a peace gesture. 

South Korea’s Olympic com¬ 
mittee announced the decision 
after a meeting Monday in which 
Seoul received 34 of 49 votes, 
edging out the southern port city 
of Busan. 

The Koreas are expected to of¬ 
ficially inform the International 
Olympic Committee of their in¬ 
tent to co-host the 2032 Olympics 
on Friday during a meeting in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Georgia lands prized 
recruit Edwards 

ATLANTA — Georgia landed 
a rare top national recruit on 
Monday when Anthony Edwards, 
a shooting guard from Holy 
Spirit Prep in Atlanta, picked the 
Bulldogs. 

Edwards, whose nickname is 
“Ant Man,” made the announce¬ 
ment at his school. The No. 2 pros¬ 
pect by the 247 Sports composite 
ranking also considered Kentucky, 
Florida State and North Carolina. 

The 6-foot-7 Edwards averages 
27 points and 9 rebounds. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NBA 


Bucks land Mirotic 
with eye on playoffs 



Michael Wyke/AP 

Houston's Dejon Jarreau, right, battles Cincinnati’s Trevon Scott for a loose ball on Sunday. 

Top 25 roundup 

No. 12 Cougars hold 
Bearcats scoreless 
for final 6:11 in win 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Houston coach 
Kelvin Sampson has made defense 
a big part of the Cougars’ DNA. 

With No. 25 Cincinnati threat¬ 
ening an upset on Houston’s home 
court, the 12th-ranked Cougars 
clamped down completely. 

Houston held Cincinnati score¬ 
less for the final 6:11, staving off 
the Bearcats 65-58 on Sunday for 
a key American Athletic Confer¬ 
ence win. 

“That’s what coach preaches 
every day at practice,” DeJon 
Jarreau said. “We defend and re¬ 
bound. We go at it, we compete. 
We try our best to carry it over to 
the game because that’s our cul¬ 
ture. If you aren’t buying into our 
culture, you aren’t playing.” 

Jarreau scored 14 of his 16 
points in the second half and 
added eight rebounds and five as¬ 
sists. He scored 11 consecutive 
points in the second half, includ¬ 
ing six straight to give Houston a 
63-58 lead with SVi minutes left. 

“I just took what they gave me,” 
Jarreau said. “They were on our 
shooters, so that gave me a lane to 
go and make a play.” 

Corey Davis Jr. also had 16 
points. Davis and Jarreau each 
made free throws in the final 20 
seconds to seal it for the Cougars 
(23-1,10-1). 

“To win as many games as we 
have, you have to win so many 
different ways,” Sampson said. “I 
don’t know offensively if there’s a 
constant with us. If there is a con¬ 
stant, it’s that there is somebody 
that steps up.” 

Houston entered Sunday rank¬ 


ing second nationally in field 
goal percentage defense, third in 
three-point percentage defense 
and seventh in scoring defense. 

“That’s the way we practice,” 
Sampson said. “Outrebounding 
teams, defending, whatever ac¬ 
tion it might be.” 

Galen Robinson Jr. had 10 
points for Houston, which won its 
eighth straight and extended its 
home winning streak to 32. 

Jarron Cumberland scored 27 
points on 9-for-25 shooting, and 
Cane Broome added 10 points for 
Cincinnati (20-4, 9-2), which had 
its eight-game winning streak 
snapped. The Bearcats shot 33 
percent from the field, including 
27 percent in the second half. 

“We came out on the short end 
of the stick,” Cincinnati coach 
Mick Cronin said. “We didn’t fin¬ 
ish getting the ball in the basket 
around the rim. They had nine 
blocked shots. That was the dif¬ 
ference in the game.” 

No. 20 Iowa 80, Northwest¬ 
ern 79: Jordan Bohannon hit a 
three-pointer from 23 feet with 
three-tenths of a second remain¬ 
ing and the host Hawkeyes ral¬ 
lied from a 13-point deficit to beat 
Northwestern. 

Bohannon finished with 15 
points with 3-for-4 shooting from 
three-point range, including the 
winner. 

It was the second straight game 
that Bohannon played hero for the 
Hawkeyes (19-5, 8-5, Big Ten). 
And again, it was his long-range 
shooting that did the trick. 

“Ice in my veins, right?” Bo¬ 
hannon said through a laugh. 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Iowa guard Jordan Bohannon 
takes the winning three-point 
shot over Northwestern guard 
Anthony Gaines at the end 
of Sunday’s game. Iowa won 
80-79. 

“No, like I said, I just feel really 
comfortable toward the end of the 
games. When you have a coach 
like Coach [Fran] McCaffery who 
gives the ultimate green light to 
you, it gives you the supreme con¬ 
fidence to be able to make shots 
like that down the stretch. 

“He did it against Penn State, 
too. He’s had an amazing year 
in that respect,” McCaffery said. 
He’s fearless. That’s why he’s got 
to be on the floor.” 

Freshman Joe Wieskamp 
scored 21 points, Tyler Cook had 
19 points and 11 rebounds, and 
Isaiah Moss scored 16 points as 
Iowa won its third straight. 

Vic Law had 24 points and 10 
rebounds, Ryan Taylor scored 
16 points, A.J. Turner added 15 
and Dererk Pardon scored 13 for 
Northwestern (12-11, 3-9). 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

DALLAS — Khris Middleton 
thought Nikola Mirotic tilted a 
playoff series in Chicago’s favor 
nearly four years ago when the 
Bulls beat his Milwaukee Bucks 
in the first round. 

Mirotic will be on Middleton’s 
side for the postseason this time 
around. 

The Bucks had already surged 
to the NBA’s best record when 
general manager Jon Horst got 
the 6-foot-lO Mirotic, an adept 
three-point shooter, in a three- 
team trade that sent Milwaukee’s 
Jason Smith and Detroit’s Stanley 
Johnson to New Orleans last week. 
The Pistons got Thon Maker from 
Milwaukee. 

The Pelicans made a similar 
move to add Mirotic last Febru¬ 
ary, and he helped them rally to 
make the playoffs and advance 
to the second round after a sea¬ 
son-ending injury to DeMarcus 
Cousins. 

“Another guy that has playoff 
experience, one,” Middleton said. 
“Two, he can stretch the floor and 
he knows how to play. I remem¬ 
ber back when we played him in 
the Chicago series ... and how he 
changed that series for them, the 
way he knocked down shots.” 

The Bucks are among the more 
prolific three-point teams in the 
NBA, although their percentage 
is in the middle of the pack. 

Behind star forward Giannis 
Antetokounmpo, Mirotic creates 
a trio of forwards comfortable be¬ 
hind the arc. Middleton, at 6-7, is 
second to 7-footer Brook Lopez in 
made three-pointers. Both Mid¬ 
dleton and Lopez are shooting 
slightly better than 38 percent. 
Mirotic is at 37 percent. 

“I think we value shooting, so 
the more shooting we can put on 
the court, the better,” coach Mike 
Budenholzer said. “It came to¬ 
gether and fit, but obviously, we 
felt good about the team prior 
to the trade. We feel even better 


about it now, so it’s just a good op¬ 
portunity for us.” 

The Bucks, who lost to the 
Bulls in six games in 2015, have 
reached the playoffs four of the 
past six seasons but haven’t made 
it out of the first round. Milwau¬ 
kee hasn’t won a playoff series in 
18 years, with eight first-round 
exits since a trip to the Eastern 
Conference finals in 2001. 

“Jon’s been doing a great job 
these last couple of years of just 
trying to find ways to improve 
our team, little trades here and 
there, signings here and there, 
just whatever that can help us win 
games,” Middleton said. “I think 
this trade definitely shows that.” 

Instead of having to rally a team 
into the playoff picture, Mirotic 
will try to help keep home-court 
advantage at least through the 
East finals, if not throughout the 
playoffs. The Bucks lost to Or¬ 
lando on Saturday as Antetok¬ 
ounmpo sat out and are one game 
ahead of Toronto in the East. 

Mirotic donned a Bucks uni¬ 
form for the first time but didn’t 
see action as he continues to re¬ 
cover from a right calf strain. The 
fifth-year forward missed his last 
seven games with the Pelicans 
and wasn’t with the Bucks for 
their game at Dallas on Friday. 

“We were very, very excited 
for him to be in our gym this 
morning, shooting and working,” 
Budenholzer said. “We’ll just see 
how the next days go.” 

When Mirotic does make his 
debut, the Bucks will have six 
players averaging in double 
figures. 

“I think depth is something 
we’ve been talking about recently, 
how positive our depth is,” Buden¬ 
holzer said. “And now we feel like 
we’re even deeper. And I think 
we’re more versatile and I think 
both those things are important 
as you go into the playoffs.” 

And that’s when Middleton 
thinks Mirotic could help the 
Bucks the most. 



Michael Wyke/AP 


Milwaukee acquired forward Nikola Mirotic, left, from New Orleans 
at the traded deadline, joining Toronto and Philadelphia in making 
moves to try to improve their position in the Eatern Conference. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 


Southeast Division 


24 32 

18 38 

Centrai Division 

41 14 

37 19 


Charlotte 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 32 23 .582 - 

San Antonio 32 26 .552 I'/i 

Dallas 26 29 .473 6 

New Orleans 25 32 .439 8 

Memphis 23 34 .404 10 

Northwest Division 

Denver 37 18 .673 - 

Oklahoma City 36 19 .655 1 

Portland 33 22 .600 4 

Utah 32 24 .571 5'/2 

Minnesota 25 30 .455 12 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 40 15 .727 - 

L.A. Clippers 31 26 .544 10 

Sacramento 30 26 .536 10'/2 

L.A. Lakers 28 28 .500 12'/2 

Phoenix 11 47 .190 30'/2 

Saturday’s games 
Utah 125, San Antonio 105 
Indiana 105, Cleveland 90 
Charlotte 129, Atlanta 120 
Toronto 104, New York 99 
L.A. Clippers 123, Boston 112 
Memphis 99, New Orleans 90 
Washington 134, Chicago 125 
Oklahoma City 117, Houston 112 
Orlando 103, Milwaukee 83 
Sunday’s games 
Dallas 102, Portland 101 
Philadelphia 143, L.A. Lakers 120 
Sacramento 117, Phoenix 104 
Orlando 124, Atlanta 108 
Golden State 120, Miami 118 
Monday’s games 
Charlotte at Indiana 
New York at Cleveland 
Washington at Detroit 
Brooklyn at Toronto 
Dallas at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Minnesota 
Milwaukee at Chicago 
Portland at Oklahoma City 
Miami at Denver 

Tuesday’s games 
L.A. Lakers at Atlanta 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Orlando at New Orleans 
San Antonio at Memphis 
Utah at Golden State 

Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Cleveland 
Milwaukee at Indiana 
Detroit at Boston 
Philadelphia at New York 
Washington at Toronto 
Houston at Minnesota 
Memphis at Chicago 
Miami at Dallas 
Sacramento at Denver 
Golden State at Portland 
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers 

Sunday 

Magic 124, Hawks 108 

ORLANDO - Isaac 6-12 2-2 17, Gordon 
4-9 2-4 12, Vucevic 8-13 2-2 19, Augustin 

6- 9 1-2 14, Fournier 6-12 4-4 17, Frazier Jr. 
0-0 0-0 0, Iwundu 3-5 4-4 10, Jefferson 0- 
0 0-0 0, Martin 2-5 0-0 6, Birch 2-2 2-2 6, 
Briscoe 1-8 0-0 2, Grant 1-4 0-0 3, Ross 4- 
12 8-8 18. Totals 43-91 25-28 124. 

ATLANTA - Prince 3-5 0-0 8, Collins 5- 
12 5-5 15, Dedmon 2-6 0-0 5, Young 3-9 5-5 
13, Huerter 6-11 1-2 15, Bembry 1-3 0-0 2, 
Spellman 4-8 0-0 10, Len 4-7 6-8 16, Lin 4-9 

2-2 12, Bazemore 3-6 1-2 7, Anderson 2-4 

1- 1 5. Totals 37-80 21-25 108. 

Orlando 26 37 35 26-124 

Atlanta 25 23 26 34-108 

Three-point goals—Orlando 13-37 
(Isaac 3-7, Martin 2-4, Gordon 2-5, Ross 2- 
7, Augustin 1-2, Vucevic 1-2, Fournier 1-3, 
Grant 1-4, Briscoe 0-3), Atlanta 13-32 (Len 

2- 3, Prince 2-3, Lin 2-3, Young 2-4, Huerter 
2-5, Spellman 2-5, Dedmon 1-4, Bazemore 
0-1, Bembry 0-1, Anderson 0-1, Collins 0- 
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlan¬ 
do 49 (Vucevic 12), Atlanta 33 (Dedmon 
6). Assists—Orlando 29 (Augustin 10), At¬ 
lanta 27 (Young 7). Total Fouls—Orlando 
21, Atlanta 21. A-13,370 (18,118). 

Kings 117, Suns 104 

PHOENIX - Bridges 2-8 5-8 9, Jackson 

7- 16 2-4 18, Ayton 8-10 0-0 16, Johnson 4- 
12 0-0 9, Booker 9-19 6-7 27, Oubre Jr. 3-10 

1- 3 7, Holmes 2-6 6-6 10, Bender 1-3 0-0 2, 
Okobo 2-7 2-2 6, Crawford 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
38-91 22-30 104. 

SACRAMENTO - Barnes 3-9 2-2 9, Bjel- 
ica 4-12 2-2 10, Cauley-Stein 3-5 4-10 10, 
Fox 5-11 5-6 17, Hield 6-15 3-4 18, Giles III 
0-1 0-0 0, Bagley III 10-15 11-13 32, Ferrell 

2- 5 1-1 7, Bogdanovic 5-10 4-6 14, Burks 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-84 32-44 117. 

Phoenix 23 21 28 32-104 

Sacramento 33 30 24 30-117 


_-point goc.._ ... . 

(Booker 3-5, Jackson 2-3, Johnson 1- 
5, Bender 0-2, Oubre Jr. 0-3, Okobo 0-4, 
Bridges 0-5), Sacramento 9-31 (Hield 3-9, 
Fox 2-4, Ferrell 2-5, Bagley III 1-2, Barnes 
1-7, Bogdanovic 0-1, Bjelica 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 54 (Hol¬ 
mes, Ayton 9), Sacramento 49 (Cauley- 
Stein, Bjelica 8). Assists—Phoenix 22 
(Booker 6), Sacramento 26 (Fox 9). Total 
Fouls—Phoenix 31, Sacramento 21. Tech¬ 
nicals—Jackson. A—17,583 (17,608). 

76ers 143, Lakers 120 

L.A. LAKERS - James 8-16 0-0 18, 
Kuzma 14-21 6-7 39, McGee 10-15 1-3 21, 
Ingram 6-11 7-7 19, Bullock 1-5 0-0 2, Mus- 
cala 3-7 0-0 8, Chandler 0-0 0-2 0, Wagner 
1-2 0-0 3, Rondo 0-3 0-0 0, Caldwell-Pope 

3- 5 0-0 6, Stephenson 2-8 0-0 4. Totals 48- 
93 14-19 120. 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 6-10 2-2 15, 
Harris 9-14 1-2 22, Embiid 12-16 11-12 37, 
B.Simmons 3-13 2-2 8, Redick 8-13 2-2 21, 
Ennis III 0-5 0-0 0, Scott 3-8 0-1 7, Mar- 
janovic 5-6 0-0 10, McConnell 6-6 0-0 13, 
Korkmaz 3-5 0-0 7, J.Simmons 1-1 1-1 3. 
Totals 56-97 19-22 143. 

L.A. Lakers 40 27 27 26-120 

Philadelphia 39 37 33 34-143 

Three-point goals—L.A. Lakers 10- 

27 (Kuzma 5-8, Muscala 2-5, James 2-6, 
Wagner 1-1, Caldwell-Pope 0-2, Bullock 
0-2, Stephenson 0-3), Philadelphia 12- 
24 (Harris 3-5, Redick 3-6, Embiid 2-3, 
McConnell 1-1, Korkmaz 1-1, Butler 1-2, 
Scott 1-3, B.Simmons 0-1, Ennis III 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 43 (McGee 13), Philadelphia 42 (Em¬ 
biid 14). Assists—L.A. Lakers 31 (James 
9), Philadelphia 33 (B.Simmons 7). Total 
Fouls—L.A. Lakers 21, Philadelphia 17. 
Technicals—Chandler, L.A. Lakers coach 
Lakers (Defensive three second). A— 
20,683 (20,478). 

Mavericks 102, 

Trail Blazers 101 

PORTLAND - Harkless 2-7 1-2 5, Aminu 

1- 3 0-0 2, Nurkic 9-11 0-0 18, Lillard 10-23 

4- 4 30, McCollum 6-17 2-2 14, Layman 4-7 
0-0 9, Leonard 1-1 0-2 2, Collins 3-3 1-4 7, 
Curry 2-5 0-0 4, Hood 3-7 0-0 8, Turner 1-2 
0-0 2. Totals 42-86 8-14 101. 

DALLAS - Hardaway Jr. 9-18 4-5 24, 
Finney-Smith 5-10 0-0 11, Kleber 4-12 0- 
0 9, Doncic 9-20 6-8 28, Brunson 2-8 0-0 

5, Jackson 0-1 0-0 0, Powell 3-6 7-8 13, 
Nowitzki 1-2 0-0 3, Burke 3-7 0-0 8, Harris 
0-2 1-2 1, Lee 0-0 0-0 0, Broekhoff 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 36-88 18-23 102. 

Portland 24 33 35 9-101 

Dallas 25 22 31 24-102 

Three-point goals—Portland 9-29 (Lil¬ 
lard 6-11, HoocT2-5, Layman 1-2, Aminu 
0-1, Turner 0-1, Harkless 0-2, Curry 0-2, 
McCollum 0-5), Dallas 12-38 (Doncic 4-10, 
Burke 2-3, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, Nowitzki 1-2, 
Brunson 1-3, Finney-Smith 1-4, Kleber 1- 

6, Powell 0-1, Broekhoff 0-1, Harris 0-1). 
Fouled Out—Nurkic. Rebounds—Port¬ 
land 48 (Nurkic 10), Dallas 39 (Doncic 9). 
Assists—Portland 24 (Turner 7), Dallas 
20 (Brunson 7). Total Fouls—Portland 26, 
Dallas 20. A-20,340 (19,200). 

Warriors 120, Heat 118 

MIAMI - Richardson 14-22 1-1 37, 
Olynyk 1-6 0-0 2, Whiteside 6-13 1-2 13, 
Winslow 8-16 2-2 22, Waiters 9-19 0-0 
24, Johnson 1-6 0-0 2, Adebayo 4-6 0-0 8, 
Wade 5-14 0-3 10, McGruder 0-3 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 48-105 4-8 118. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 16-24 6-10 39, 
Green 1-3 3-5 5, Cousins 2-6 3-4 7, Curry 
9-18 2-2 25, Thompson 11-21 1-1 29, McK- 
innie 1-1 0-0 2, Looney 1-2 2-2 4, Jerebko 

2- 3 2-2 7, Cook 1-2 0-0 2, Livingston 0-2 0-0 
0. Totals 44-82 19-26 120. 

Miami 34 25 23 36-118 

Goiden State 24 30 36 30-120 

Three-point goals—Miami 18-43 (Rich¬ 
ardson 8-11, Waiters 6-13, Winslow 4-9, 
McGruder 0-2, Johnson 0-2, Wade 0-3, 
Olynyk 0-3), Golden State 13-36 (Thomp¬ 
son 6-13, Curry 5-10, Jerebko 1-2, Du¬ 
rant 1-7, Green 0-1, Cousins 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 52 (White- 
side 14), Golden State 36 (Green 7). As¬ 
sists—Miami 32 (Wade 9), Golden State 

28 (Green 14). Total Fouls-Miami 22, 
Golden State 16. Technicals—Johnson, 
Green, Durant. A-19,596 (19,596). 


Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT 

52 557 529 

43 445 319 

44 422 190 

54 503 317 

55 531 350 
52 467 428 


Harden, HOU 
Davis, NOR 
Curry, GOL 
George, OKC 
Durant, GOL 
Embiid, PHL 
Antetkounmpo, MIL 51 510 331 


Leonard, TOR 
Lillard, POR 
Griffin, DET 
Walker, CHA 
Beal, WAS 
Booker, PHX 


Drummond, DET 
Jordan, NYK 
Embiid, PHL 
Davis, NOR 


42 388 277 

54 468 325 
52 458 313 

55 477 241 

56 520 217 

43 379 222 
Rebounds 

G OFF DEF 
51263 498 
54 176 559 
52 129 571 
43 142 428 


PTS AVG 

1903 36.6 
1249 29.0 
1260 28.6 
1530 28.3 
1513 27.5 
1424 27.4 
1378 27.0 
1129 26.9 
1414 26.2 
1355 26.1 
1378 25.1 
1398 25.0 
1071 24.9 

TOT AVG 

761 14.9 
735 13.6 
700 13.5 
570 13.3 


G AST AVG 

Westbrook, OKC 47 526 11.2 

Lowry, TOR 45 412 9.2 

Holiday, NOR 57 456 8.0 

Simmons, PHL 55 438 8.0 

Harden, HOU 52 404 7.8 

Jokic, DEN 54 418 7.7 





Chris Szagola/AP 

The Lakers’ Brandon Ingram, center, goes up for the shot against the 76ers’ Joel Embiid, left, and 
Jimmy Butler during the first half Sunday in Philadelphia. 


Roundup 


Sixers dominate Lakers 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Magic 
Johnson and LeBron Janies have 
captured eight NBA titles bet ween 
them. With Johnson in the stands 
and James on the court, the Phil¬ 
adelphia 76ers showed off their 
own championship potential. 

Joel Embiid had 37 points 
and 14 rebounds, Tobias Harris 
scored 22 points in his second 
game with Philadelphia, and the 
new-look 76ers beat James and 
the Los Angeles Lakers 143-120 
on Sunday. 

JJ Redick added 21 points for 
the Sixers, who have won two 
straight after acquiring Harris 
and four others at Thursday’s 
trade deadline. Jimmy Butler fin¬ 
ished with 15 points in front of a 
packed Philly crowd that brought 
a playoff-like feel to the nationally 
televised game. 

“The East better watch out,” 
said Johnson, the Lakers president 
who made the trip to PhiUy for the 
game. “This is a stacked team.” 

Kyle Kuzma led the Lakers 
with 39 points while James had 
18 points, 10 rebounds and nine 
assists. 

James was facing Philadelphia 
for the first time since the Sixers 
made a big push to sign the super- 
star as a free agent last summer. 
He and Kuzma both missed the 
last matchup with Philly on Jan. 
29, which the Sixers won 121-105. 

“I thought they were going to 
be very good anyway before they 
made any moves, before the sea¬ 
son even started,” James said. 
“And they’ve made a bunch of 
moves to improve their club.” 

Fresh off a buzzer-beating win 
at Boston, the Lakers shot nearly 
60 percent and scored 40 points 
in the first quarter. But fueled by 


Redick’s four-point play, the Sixers 
closed the first half on a 19-6 run 
to take a 76-67 lead into halftime. 

Embiid, who was questionable 
to play because of gastroenteritis, 
lecl the charge with 25 points in 
the first half after lighting up the 
Lakers for 28 in the teams’ first 
matchup. 

“I must not be a big LA fan,” 
said Embiid, who had his league¬ 
leading 23rd game with at least 30 
points and 10 rebounds. “It’s fun. 
I’ve been more consistent against 
both LA teams.” 

Philadelphia’s lead ballooned 
to 109-94 at the end of the third 
quarter after TJ. McConnell’s 
three-pointer in the closing sec¬ 
onds. The Sixers ran away with 
the game while gleeful fans chant¬ 
ed “Kobe’s better” at James. 

“We had too many break¬ 
downs,” James said. “Way too 
many breakdowns.” 

Perhaps the most surprising 
part of the game came one min¬ 
ute into the second half when 
Simmons attempted just his third 
three-pointer of the season — and 
the first that wasn’t an end-of- 
clock heave. 

“I wasn’t shocked by it,” Redick 
said, before Embiid turned to him 
and replied, “You sure?” 

The shot rimmed out as much 
of the crowd gasped. Simmons 
has never made a three in his two 
seasons in the NBA, but believes 
he’ll have more opportunities 
to expand his game with Harris 
joining a star-studded starting 
lineup alongside him, Redick, 
Butler and Embiid. 

“With this new five I think it’s 
going to be exciting in terms of 
what we can do,” Simmons said. 
“I’m just trying to take what they 
give me.” 


Warriors 120, Heat 118: 

Kevin Durant scored 39 points 
and DeMarcus Cousins made two 
free throws with 5.4 seconds to 
play that helped host Golden State 
cap a comeback from a 19-point 
deficit in the first quarter. 

Cousins rebounded a missed 
three-pointer by Durant and 
drew a foul, setting the stage for 
his winning free throws that gave 
the Warriors their 11th double¬ 
digit comeback of the season, 
and second straight after rallying 
from 17 points down in the first 
quarter Friday in Phoenix. 

Klay Thompson scored 29 
points and Stephen Curry added 
25 for Golden State. Josh Rich¬ 
ardson finished with a career- 
high 37 points with help from 
eight three-pointers. 

Mavericks 102, Trail Blaz¬ 
ers 101: Luka Doncic scored 28 
points, Tim Hardaway Jr. had 24 
and host Dallas erased a 15-point 
deficit in the fourth quarter. 

Doncic also had nine rebounds 
and six assists. Damian Lillard 
scored 21 of his 30 points in the 
last half of the third quarter. 

Kings 117, Suns 104: Marvin 
Bagley III had a career-high 32 
points and six rebounds and host 
Sacramento handed Phoenix its 
14th straight loss. 

Buddy Hield scored 18 points, 
De’Aaron Fox had 17 points and 
nine assists, and Nemanja Bjeli¬ 
ca added 10 points and eight re¬ 
bounds to help Sacramento win 
for the fifth time in six games. 

Magic 124, Hawks 108: All- 
Star Nikola Vucevic had 19 points 
and two rebounds, leading Orlan¬ 
do past host Atlanta. 

Alex Len led the Hawks with 
16 points, despite picking up four 
fouls in the first half 
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Lefty gets 5th Pebble win 

After delay, Mickelson returns for 2 holes Monday to top Casey 

By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 



Eric Risberg/AP 


Phil Mickelson poses with his trophy on the 18th green of the 
Pebble Beach Golf Links after winning the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro- 
Am on Monday in Pebble Beach, Calif. 



Nick Wass/AP 


As spring training starts this week, Bryce Harper is one of 80 free 
agents left without an agreement with a team. 

Big names available 
as camps get started 

By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 


PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. — 
With plenty of sunlight and no 
drama, Phil Mickelson finished 
off a 7-under 65 to win the AT&T 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am on Mon¬ 
day and match the tournament 
record with his fifth victory. 

Mickelson had a three-shot 
lead over Paul Casey with two 
holes to play when it was too dark 
to finish Sunday night — no mat¬ 
ter how hard Mickelson lobbied 
to keep going — because of delays 
from rain and a hail storm. 

Casey’s only hope was for 
Mickelson to make a mistake on 
the closing holes, and there was 
little chance of that. 

Mickelson was at his best on a 
course he loves. He drilled a 7- 
iron into 8 feet on the par-3 17th 
and made par, and then played 
conservatively up the par-5 18th 
and finished with a 6-foot birdie 
for a three-shot victory. 

He matched the low score of 
the final round while playing in 
the last group, turning a three- 
shot deficit into a three-shot vic¬ 
tory. Mickelson never came close 
to making bogey and won for the 
44th time on the PGA Tour. 

He finished at 19-under 268 
and joined Tiger Woods as the 
only players to surpass $90 mil¬ 
lion in earnings. 

Casey finished with a birdie 
that was worth $152,000 because 
he wound up alone in second 
place. He also won the pro-am 
with Don Colleran, the chief sales 
officer for FedEx. 

Even so, it was the fourth time 
Casey took a 54-hole lead of at 
least two shots into the final round 
on the PGA Tour and failed to 
win. There wasn’t much he could 
do to stop Mickelson, who at age 
48 looks just as tough as when he 
won his first PGA Tour event in 
1991 when he was still at Arizona 
State. 

Mickelson tied Mark O’Meara’s 
record with his fifth victory in 
the AT&T Pebble Beach, the first 
one also a Monday finish in 1998 
because of bad weather, with one 
big difference — that Monday 
finish was more than six months 
later in August. 

Mickelson argued that he 
could “see just fine” on Sunday 
evening, moments after sunset 
with two holes remaining. Casey 
said there was no way to finish 
and they had to return Monday 
morning. 

Mickelson, seen shaking his 
head when the horn sounded Sun¬ 
day night, said he thanked Casey 
on Monday morning for holding 
his ground because it was fair to 
both of them. 

“Sometimes I get in my own 
bubble,” Mickelson said. 

Scott Stallings finished Sunday 
night with a 66 to finish alone in 
third. 

Mickelson and Casey were 


waiting to tee off Sunday when 
clouds moved in quickly moved 
in, and rain turned into hail that 
pounded umbrellas, many of 
them held sideways to account 
for the wind. 

Greens quickly were covered 
by the tiny white pellets, and 
workers went from using squee¬ 
gees for excess water to power 
blowers to remove the hail. 

Sam Saunders, whose grand¬ 
father Arnold Palmer was 
among the Pebble Beach own¬ 
ers, scooped up hail and tossed 
it like a snowball. Patrick Reed’s 
brother laid on his back and tried 
to make a snow angel. 

Some players finished in the 
dark Sunday with no chance of 
winning, but showed the effect 
of playing without light. Scott 
Piercy had a 15-foot putt that was 
slightly uphill, and he still ran it 7 
feet by the hole and three-putted 
for bogey. 

Jason Day closed with a 68 and 
at 13-under 175 with Si Woo Kim 
(68). 

Mickelson won on American 
soil for the first time since the 


Phoenix Open in 2013. He won 
that summer’s British Open at 
Muirfield and last year’s Mexico 
Championship. 

He will return to Pebble Beach 
in June for the U.S. Open, where 
he made his pro debut in 1992. 
The U.S. Open remains the final 
piece missing for him to complete 
the career Grand Slam, though 
Lefty was quick to caution that 
this week had no bearing on this 
summer. 

Pebble Beach was so soft that 
balls were plugging in the fair¬ 
way when they landed. And while 
the fairway lines already have 
been brought in to be much nar¬ 
rower than usual, the rough was 
light. 

“It’s nothing like the course 
we’ll see,” Mickelson said. “I’ll 
deal with that in six months.” 

For now, he was glowing over 
another victory that keeps him 
as relevant as ever. Along with 
five titles at Pebble Beach, he ties 
Woods and Billy Casper — all 
three native Californians — with 
his 14th career victory in the 
Golden State. 


Bryce Harper, Manny Mach¬ 
ado, Craig Kimbrel and Dallas 
Keuchel won’t be around when 
the bat and ball bags are opened 
at spring training throughout 
Florida and Arizona this week. 

They are among the dozens of 
free agents still looking for jobs, 
joined by Mike Moustakas, Mar- 
win Gonzalez, Carlos Gonzalez 
and Gio Gonzalez. 

For the second straight winter, 
camps are opening with many 
rosters in exceptional flux. 

“The market will sort itself 
out,” St. Louis Cardinals chair¬ 
man Bill DeWitt Jr. said at last 
week’s owners’ meetings. “There 
is a long time between the end of 
the season and spring training, 
and there’s maybe not so much 
a sense of urgency on whichever 
side it happens to be.” 

Among the 164 players who ex¬ 
ercised free agency rights at the 
end of last year’s World Series, 
84 had announced agreements on 
the eve of spring training. That is 
up from 65 of 166 at roughly the 
same point last season but down 
from 105 of 158 two years ago. 

Boston added J.D. Martinez last 
Feb. 26 and Philadelphia brought 
in Jake Arrieta on March 12. All 
but 26 of the free agents last off¬ 
season eventually reached deals, 
but some with big-money con¬ 
tracts flopped after late starts: 
Yu Darvish joined the Chicago 
Cubs on Feb. 13, went 1-3 and 
didn’t pitch after May 20 because 
of arm problems. Eric Hosmer 
finalized his agreement with San 
Diego on Feb. 19 and hit a career- 
worst .253 with 69 RBIs. Alex 
Cobb signed with Baltimore on 
March 26 and went 5-16. 

A drawn-out negotiating pro¬ 
cess means clubs have lost time 
in marketing new acquisitions, 
which seems especially signifi¬ 
cant to a sport coming off three 
straight years of attendance 
declines. Average attendance 
dropped below 30,000 last year 
for the first time since 2003. 

“We want players signed, par¬ 
ticularly star players. I wish they 
were signed and ready to go,” 
baseball Commissioner Rob Man¬ 
fred said Friday. “We got another 
week before they have to report. 
I’m really hopeful that it’s going 
to get resolved during that period 
of time.” 


Oakland took the field first, 
starting workouts Monday in 
Mesa, Ariz. Seattle follows Tues¬ 
day in Peoria, Ariz., with both 
teams getting early starts be¬ 
cause they open the season in 
Tokyo on March 20-21, a week 
before other teams get underway. 
Every other club launches prac¬ 
tice Wednesday or Thursday ex¬ 
cept for Atlanta, which waits until 
Saturday. 

Six new managers are in 
charge for the second straight 
spring training and five of them 
are big league rookie skippers for 
the second straight year. Rocco 
Baldelli (Minnesota), David Bell 
(Cincinnati), Brandon Hyde (Bal¬ 
timore), Charlie Montoyo (Toron¬ 
to) and Chris Woodward (Texas) 
are first-timers running a big 
league dugout, joined by the Los 
Angeles Angels’ Brad Ausmus, 
Detroit’s manager from 2014-17. 

One of last year’s rookie man¬ 
agers was Alex Cora, who led 
Boston to its fourth World Series 
title in 15 seasons. The Red Sox 
hope to become the first team to 
win consecutive titles since the 
1998-2000 New York Yankees. 

“Repeating is tough,” Cora said. 
“It starts with the players. People 
are going to talk about hangovers 
and all that and the banquet cir¬ 
cuit. It’s part of it. But they’ve 
been disciplined enough.” 

New baseball operations heads 
are in charge of three teams: 
Mike Elias (Baltimore), Farhan 
Zaidi (San Francisco) and Brodie 
Van Wagenen (New York Mets). 

Among the mqjor trades of 
the offseason, Philadelphia ob¬ 
tained catcher J.T. Realmuto 
from Miami, St. Louis got first 
baseman Paul Goldschmidt from 
Arizona and the New York Mets 
got second baseman Robinson 
Cano and closer Edwin Diaz from 
Seattle. In the free-agent market 
thus far, Washington added left¬ 
hander Patrick Corbin and the 
Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder 
A.J. Pollock, Atlanta got third 
baseman Josh Donaldson and 
Colorado picked up second base- 
man Daniel Murphy. 

By March 28, when most teams 
open, many rosters will look sig¬ 
nificantly different. The Mets and 
Phillies have noticeably bolstered 
theirs. Others chose rebuilding 
and appear to have little chance 
to reach the postseason: Balti¬ 
more, Cincinnati, Kanas City, 
Miami, Seattle and Toronto. 
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Youngest: Pole-sitter last 
won Daytona 500 in 2000 


FROM BACK PAGE 

during qualifying laps Sunday at 
Daytona International Speedway. 
They comprise the youngest front 
row in Daytona 500 history. 

The coveted starting spot hasn’t 
meant much for NASCAR’s sea¬ 
son opener over the last two de¬ 
cades, though. The last Daytona 
500 pole-sitter to win the race 
was Dale Jarrett in 2000. 

The last four — Hendrick’s Jeff 
Gordon, Chase Elliott (twice) and 
Bowman — have failed to notch a 
top-10 finish. 

“To have them on top of each 
other means the organization did 
a heck of a job,” Hendrick said. 
“This is the deal to sit on the pole 
at Daytona.” 

Byron and Bowman edged 
the other two Hendrick drivers: 
seven-time Cup Series champion 
Jimmie Johnson and fan favorite 
Chase Elliott. 

“That’s a pretty amazing feat, 
I feel,” said longtime Hendrick 
crew chief Chad Knaus, who is en¬ 
tering his first season with Byron 
after 18 years with Johnson. 

Knaus and Johnson landed the 
Daytona 500 pole in their first 
race together in 2002. After split¬ 
ting with Johnson at the end of 
last season, Knaus essentially re¬ 
peated the feat with Byron. 

“I think it’s huge,” Knaus said. 
“We’ve had a lot of late nights, a 
lot of long hours. The last time I 
came here with a new driver, we 
sat on the pole. This is really spe¬ 
cial for me.” 

Byron reached a top speed of 
194.304 mph in the final round 
of qualifying, nearly two-tenths 
of a second faster than Bowman 
(194.153). 

“I thought we were going to be 
somewhere in the hunt,” Byron 
said. “I was excited to get down 
here and see what we had. It’s re¬ 
ally cool.” 

The rest of the 40-car lineup 
will be set by two qualifying races 
Thursday. Thirty-six of those 
spots are already filled because 
of NASCAR’s charter system. 

Former Hendrick driver Casey 
Hears and Tyler Reddick secured 
two of the remaining spots in the 
Daytona 500. They posted the top 
speeds of the six drivers vying for 
four open spots in NASCAR’s sea¬ 


son opener. 

“I really feel like we’ll be able 
to be competitive,” Hears said. “I 
can tell you this: I’ve been at Day¬ 
tona with a lot less and ran inside 
the top five.” 

Joey Gase, Ryan Truex, Parker 
Kligerman and Brandan Gaughan 
likely will have to race their way 
into the 500 during the qualifying 
races. Two of them will make it, 
and the other two won’t. 

Byron and his teammates will 
spend the week being lauded as 
the Daytona 500 favorites. They 
also will try to stay out of trouble 
in the qualifying races. 

“We want to take care of the 
cars for sure,” Hendrick said. 
“We don’t want to put the cars in 
any unnecessary harm’s way. It’s 
kind of a two-edge sword on the 
front row. You don’t want to take 
a chance of tearing up a really 
good car, but you’ve got to figure 
out what to race.” 

Hendrick has been outspoken 
about how difficult the 2018 sea¬ 
son was on the organization, call¬ 
ing it one of the worst in team 
history. 

The Hendrick cars were me¬ 
diocre at best — Johnson failed to 
win for the first time in his Cup 
career — and it took 22 races for 
the organization to get its first 
victory. The final tally included 
three victories for Elliott and no 
drivers in the championship-de¬ 
ciding finale for the second con¬ 
secutive year. 

Hendrick responded by split¬ 
ting up Johnson and Knaus, task¬ 
ing Knaus with building another 
team around Byron. A new racing 
package in 2019 also should ben¬ 
efit Bowman and Byron because 
neither had much experience 
under the old rules. 

For at least one day or maybe 
even a week, the moves are pay¬ 
ing off 

“You work all these years com¬ 
ing down here and you want all 
the cars to run well,” Hendrick 
said. “And if you have one up 
front and a couple in the back, in 
the middle; but this is a tribute to 
our organization, the engine shop, 
the chassis, body shop, and the 
teams to come down here and run 
with four cars running that good. 
I can’t believe it.” 



Terry Renna/AP 


Team owner Rick Hendrick, center, celebrates his 700th pole 
award with drivers, from ieft, Chase Eiliott, Alex Bowman, Hendrick, 
Wiliiam Byron and Jimmie Johnson after qualifying for the Daytona 
500 at Daytona International Speedway on Sunday. 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


A multi-car pileup triggered by eventuai race winner Jimmie Johnson, not pictured, is seen during the 
NASCAR Clash at Daytona International Speedway on Sunday. The wreck wiped out nearly the entire 
20-car field, allowing Johnson to cruise to his first victory since 2017. 

Johnson triggers crash, wins Clash 


Aggressive move sends 7-time 
champion to first win since 17 

By Dan Gelston 
Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Jimmie Johnson’s 
youngest daughter prays every night for Daddy 
to win a race. When Johnson scuffled through the 
worst season of his career, he felt the strain of not 
reaching victory lane. 

“It was putting some pressure on me,” Johnson 
said. 

Johnson called the invocation “cute to hear.” 

He didn’t feel the same about critical comments 
saying Johnson was past his prime. The 43-year-old 
Johnson tweeted “I’m far from done” in the offsea¬ 
son, and with a risky move in the rain, he showed 
there’s plenty left. 

Johnson triggered a wreck that wiped out nearly 
the entire 20-car field at Daytona and zipped to the 
lead to win the rain-shortened exhibition Clash on 
Sunday. 

The seven-time Cup Series champion failed to win 
a race for the first time in his career in 2018, but a 
dose of aggression put him back in victory lane dur¬ 
ing the opening weekend of Speedweeks. Johnson’s 
win capped a banner day for Hendrick Hotorsports: 
teammates William Byron and Alex Bowman locked 
in the front row for the Daytona 500 earlier in the 
day in qualifying. 

“It’s been a pretty awesome day,” Hendrick said. 
“I hate we had the wreck there at the end, but it’s 
been a really good day for the team.” 

The celebration at Daytona comes with a caveat: 
the last Daytona 500 pole-sitter to win the race was 
Dale Jarrett in 2000, and Johnson’s victory doesn’t 
count in the official NASCAR record book. 

Paul Henard led 51 laps and controlled the race 
interrupted three times for rain. With more rain 
looming, Johnson dipped low and tried to side-draft 
Henard as they battled for the lead. But Johnson 
turned Henard and started a chain-reaction acci¬ 
dent that left cars sideways and smoking behind the 
No. 48 Chevrolet. 

“I looked in the mirror and there were a lot of cars 
caught up in it,” Johnson said. 

The rain that ended the race hit not long after the 
decisive move and Johnson won for the first time 
with new crew chief Kevin Heendering and new 
primary sponsor Ally. 



Terry Renna/AP 


Jimmie Johnson celebrates after winning the 
NASCAR Clash race at Daytona International 
Speedway on Sunday in Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Johnson and longtime crew chief Chad Knaus split 
at the end of last season after seven championships. 
Knaus beat Johnson in the race to the first race day 
bash — by just a few hours. But the race to victory 
lane in a race that really counts comes in the regu¬ 
lar season, and Johnson hasn’t won a Cup race since 
June 4, 2017 at Dover. 

“We still need a points race win to say we’re back 
in victory lane,” Johnson said. “But it was a great 
first step today.” 

The wreck came 55 laps into the 75-lap event, and 
the race was called just four laps later. Kurt Busch 
was second, followed by Joey Logano, Ryan Blaney 
and Bowman. 

Busch said team owner Chip Ganassi complained 
to NASCAR about Johnson driving below the double¬ 
yellow line to make the move. But Johnson was not 
penalized because the wreck forced him that low. 

“I think Johnson had a legitimate run to go for the 
lead,” Busch said. 
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At his best 

Mickelson wraps up fifth win 
at Pebble Beach » goii, Page so 
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Here come the 


Teammates Byron, Bowman make up 
youngest Daytona 500 front row ever 


By Mark Long 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 

W illiam Byron put Hendrick Motorsports in a fa¬ 
miliar position: on the pole for the Daytona 500. 
His bigger goal is to make the starting spot pay 
dividends for the NASCAR powerhouse. 

The 21-year-old Byron and 25-year-old teammate Alex Bow¬ 
man locked in the front row for “The Great American Race” 


Hendrick Motorsports 
drivers Alex Bowman, 25, 
left, and 21-year-old 
Daytona 500 pole-sitter 
William Byron. 


Venn’s legacy transcends wins, comebacks»|IIJ■ll|IJIjll|| 


















